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ROMANTIC POETRY
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The Romantic Movement in literature
IS one of the most influential literary
movements
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It covered the first half of the nineteenth
century, but its influence can still be felt
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everywhere in literature. S A S S
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to the Romantic Movement.




The main characteristics of Romantic Poetry
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Romantic poetry shows a new faith in
man with all his feelings, senses and all
the sides of his experiences
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It rejected rational intellect as the only
source of poetry and stressed imagination
and intuition as the supreme faculties of
the poet
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The poet of the Romantics was a man
speaking to men, but he was endowed
with some special insight into the nature
of things.
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Poetry to the Romantics is an expression
of emotions inspired by the feelings of
the individual poet. The Romantic poet is
gifted with a strong "organic sensibility"

Oe onnd s (g sila gl 2l
geld jeliae edla slua jelill
ila gy el st e 3aa o

A gemall 4 8 " b aa

I

Al Romantic literature is subjective. It is
an expression of the inner urges of the
soul of the artist
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The Romantic poetry is anti- heroic in the
sense that the subject of this poetry is
common man, not heroes or men of high
ranks
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Romantic poetry is individualistic; it
stresses man’s individuality. Man is
usually presented alone.
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The Romantic poets were greatly affected by
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1- The Industrial Revolution

which caused changes in society
that the Romantic poet could not
cope with
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2- The French Revolution
with its principles of freedom,
equality and fraternity
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Literary Terms
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a comparison between two objects for
the purpose of describing one of them; a
metaphor states that the one object is the
other.
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Alliteration
close repetition of consonant sounds at
the beginning of words
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an extended narrative poem, with heroic
subject matter and theme, and exalted
tone.
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Rhyme
the use of words with similar sounds in

poetry, usually but not always at the
ends of lines.
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Stanza

a group of lines in a poem divided off
from the others. Each stanza is usually
the same number of lines in length.
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William Blake (1757-1827) The Poet
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The Little Black Boy B

o) 3 A The title of the poem
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1| This is one of the “Songs of Innocence” "ae) ) M ALl (ga Basly o4 038
2 | It was written by Blake as an attempt on (e A slae Ag't. Sty i G2t
his part to help in abolishing slave- trade ste slalll G aeLuall 4ils
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3| It is a plea against “racial discrimination” Ao (plaill 4
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colored cloud that will disappear one day,
while the soul goes back to its creator.
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He believes that people are equal regardless of their color
Despite of its political subject, Blake here makes use of
two major ideas which are intermingled
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Summary
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1 | A black child tells the story of how he e )

— | came to know his own identity and to A R
know God

2 | The boy, who was born in “the southern Al v ﬂ;.c,,s}}‘ ¢ ual

— | wild” of Africa, first explains that A gy Yo LAY o i
though his skin is black his soul is as 4.5 ol 41,3 O e 9‘
white as that of an English child. ol Jib Ol L sy

3 | He relates how his loving mother taught o =% Ol B 55

= | him about God who lives in the East, A 3 (A Gy 531 A e
who gives light and life to all creation Gl ganl shaally o guall - pany
and comfort and joy to men. Jall sle g Al 22l

4 | “We are put on earth,” his mother says, | Jss ¢ ")) 4 o lna

~ | to learn to accept God’s love. A Aana J gl plaiid catall

5 | He is told that his black skin e)a gud) 43l o) A Jd

“is but a cloud” that will be dissipated
when his soul meets God in heaven.
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The Little Black Boy

Summary
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The mother explains the sun as God’s gift
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1 | to mankind, sharing both His light and his 2 w

= | heat, both of which are forms of His love. | JS&oete¥ sl U\jij
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to dwell in the presence of God’s love.
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The Little Black Boy
Jda3  Analysis

consists of seven heroic stanzas, which are (Ad ghay adalia drseu (pe () oSS

quatrains following the ABAB rhyme scheme | <tel o abely o s
ABABA\! halais

The first two | describe the boy's mother and the | <ulS 5 uall 3all 5 caual
stanzas influence she has had on his life Aba el Ll
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The third, |recall the mother's exact words in | <lalS anally 431 SXi
fourth, and | her lessons to her son Ll () gyl (G 428
fifth stanzas
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The final | describe how the black boy el O el Caass
two stanzas | communicates his lesson to the o Al 3 Y|

| white English boy for whom he s oladY) (anY) ual
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The equality of human beings is, however, emphasized by the poem in
its depiction of God creating the world as an act of divine mercy, giving
the sun to shine upon and warm all people everywhere as a preparation

for the light and heat of His love
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Form
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The poem is in_heroic quatrains,
which are stanzas of pentameter
lines rhyming ABAB.
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The form is a variation on the
ballad stanza, and the slightly
longer lines are well suited to the
pedagogical tone of this poem

Ll Lo e ] adaial (MR s 73 gadl)
G505l Aagll S J ghaf Ja ghadl dlie
B.ngﬁ\ a.d.@J




Commentary
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1 | This poem centers on a spiritual abaall 381 e e 3auaill o3
— | awakening to a divine love that e o send Al A )l
transcends race. Blad) (e
2 | Blake builds the poem on clear imagery | &auwal 5o ) swal saual by iy
= | of light and dark el ¢ guiall
3 | The child’s mother symbolizes a dapdall ) Jakall 3all 5 e 53
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4 | She shows a tender concern for her al yial diadlic 308 jelui Ll
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God.
5 | The boy explains to his white friend Cany) abaal A - 5

that they are equals
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