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Vi BROE OF RELIGION AND RELATED TEXTE

composed “A Magnificent Invocation” (Du'@ ‘Agim). This Invocation
provides the reader with a good cxample of what Alfarabi means by
“speeches” as a subdivision of religious acts. It is edited here on the
basis of 2 manuscript in the Silleymanie Library in Istanbul (Schit Ali
Paga, 537, fols. 1s-47), Ibn Abi Usaybi‘ah ('Upan, 11, 136-38 Miiller},
and al-Safadi (al-Wdfi, I, 111-13 Ritter).

Finally, the Beok of Religion includes among the opinions of the
virtuous or excellent religion statements that deseribe the deeds of earlier
prophets. The Ayasofya Library in Istanbul contains a unique manug-
cript copy of a work that claims to contain “zome” or “extracts from™
the “Brilliant Questions and Comprehensive Answers by Abil Nagr al-Firabi”,
The attribution of this work to Alfarabi canmot be ascertained with the
help of the bio-bibliographical sources or with the help of its style, since
for the most part it consists of quotations from earlier historical accounts.
The work contains some passages in Persian, and the style of these pas-
sages leaves little doubt that they were written in the tenth or eleventh
century A. D. It is possible that the work is part of the mass of notes
collected by Alfarabi in preparation for projected compositions, and that
it was dictated to a student who posed certain question to him. The first
edition of this text is based on the Ayasofya manuscript {4855, fols. 64r-
71v). The historical accounts were compared with paralle! accounts that
are found in al-Muqaddisi, al-Mas‘idi, al-Tabari, and al-Tha‘alibi.

Further details about the above texts and related questions can
be found in the Arabic Introduction {pp. 11-38).

M. M,

Chicago, 111 1967



PREFACE

Alfarabi’s Bock of Religion occupies a central place in his theological-
political writings. It presents a fuller and more comprehensive account
of political science than the fifth chapter of the Enumeration of the Sciences,
and it provides an account of the principles and general rules that un-
derlie the structure of the Virtusus City and the Political Regime. The first
edition of the Arabic text that is given here is based on the full text
contained in the Leiden mamuscript (God, Or. 1002, fols. 519-60z) and
the paraphrase contained in the Taymiiriyyah collection in the Egyptian
National Library in Cairo {Akhlag 290, pp. 288-300, 346-47).

The textual parallels between Sections 11-18 of the Bosk of Religion
and the fifth chapter of the Enumeration of the Sciences suggested the need
to reappraise the text of the Enumeration gf the Stiences and the prepara-
tion of a new edition of pp. 102-108 (Amine?) of this text on the basis
of the second edition by Osman Amine {Cairo, 1949}, the second edition
by A. Gonzalez Palencia {Madrid, 1953), the manuscript in the Képrili
Library in Istanbul (Mechmet, 1604, fols, 335-88y), and the Princeton
manuscript {Yahuda, 308, fols. 862-88z). A list of paraliel passages in
the Book of Religion and the Enumeration of the Sciences is given in an index.

The relation between the Book of Religion on the one hand, and the
Virtuous Gity and the Political Regime on the other, led to the investigation
of the texts of the latter two works. It was found that Alfarabi has wrilten
a summary of the Virtuous Cily in six chapters in which the term “religion”
is often substituted for the term “city”’. This summary is entitled Chaplers
of the Principles of the Opinions of the People of the Virtuous City. Friedrich
Dieterici’s edition of the Virtuous City {Leiden, 1895) included the text oy
the Virtaous City and a table of contents written by Alfarabi, but not the
Ghapters, The first edition of these Chapters is given here on the basis of
a manuscript in the Siileymanie Library in Istanbul (Kilig Ali Paga,
674, fols, 1z-6r). )

Religious acts in the Book of Religion include “acis and spesches by
which one magnifics and glorifies God ; then those by which one magnifies
spiritual beings and angels” (Section 3}. Alfarabi is known to have
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