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Simple Past Tense
Use the past tense to describe an action or state that was completed in the past,
especially when the specific time is mentioned.
Example
| was in Beirut in 2005. (The state is completed and the time period is mentioned.)
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Present Perfect Tense
Use the present perfect tense to describe an action or state that was completed in the
past but we don’t know when.
Example
| have been to Beirut many times. (We don’t know when.)
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Use the present perfect tense to descrfbe an action that was started in the past and
continues to the present. In this case, for or since is often used.
Examples

Every year since 2002, | have gone to Beirut for summer vacation. (I still go.)

| have lived in St. Petersburg for three years. (I still live there.)
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II Ccompleting Sentences with the Correct Verb Form Complete the
sentences below with the simple past or present perfect form of the verb in

parentheses.

Examples

(You live in Tokyo now.) I _have lived (live) in
Tokyo for three years.

(You live in New York now.) I lived (live)
in Cairo for three years.

1. My father has came (come) to visit me
once a year since 1997.

2. My mother has came (come) to visit me
every year since I arrived.

- L have (have) two jobs this year.

A1 ' T | had (have) two jobs last year.
» Kelsey has studied computers for twelve L ¢ (]earn) a lot when [ was
months.

waiting to immigrate.
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(learn) a Jot in my life.

P PO e
___ (work) in this store for a month now.

o e
8.1 (work) in that store for a month, but then 1 quit.
9. Kelsey (take) computer classes last year.
10. She (take) computer classes for one year. |
44. Rashad —— (be) to Mexico City many times since 2000 |
two years ago. |

(go) to Morocco

42. He -




