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YEARS IN MODERN DRAMA
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17 Congreve Could not restore drama to the position it held
18 Sheridan & Goldsmith during the Elizabethan Age.
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19 Drama was revived & then there appeared dramatists who have now given it a
respectable place in English literature.
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19 The two important dramatists who took a predominant part in the revival of drama
in the last decade of the nineteenth century were George Bernard Shaw & Oscar
Wilde, both Irishmen.
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1700 The modern period, to -a great. Extent is like the Augustan period, because of the

return of the witty, satirical comedy which reached its climax in the hands of
Congreve in 1700.
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(1828-1906)

Henrik Ibsen is considered the father of modem realistic drama.
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1855 Henrik Ibsen - this is clear in Lady Inger of Ostrat (1855), Love's Comedy (1862),
1862 & The Pretenders (1863).
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1890 Henrik Ibsen -Under the influence of Ibsen the serious drama in England from
1890 onward ceased to deal with themes remote in time & place.
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Brand | Henrik Ibsen -With his voluntary exile to Rome, he embarked upon his
(1866) & | second stage which produced the poetic dramas of Brand (1866) & Peer
Peer Gynt | Gynt (1867).
(1867).
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1876

George Bernard Shaw was born & brought up in Ireland, but at the age of twenty
in 1876 he left Ireland for good, and went to London to make his fortune.
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1884

1950

George Bernard Shaw read Karl Marx, became a Socialist, and in 1884 joined the
Fabian Society which was responsible for creating the British Labour Party.
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G.b. Shaw died in
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(1856-1900)

Oscar Wilde | Another dramatist who took an important part in the revival of
drama in the later part of the nineteenth century was Oscar Wilde.
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1892
1893
1895

And The Importance of Being Earnest are the four important comedies of Wilde.
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Lady Windermere's Fan (1892) , A Woman of No Importance (1893), An Ideal
Husband (1895)

(1867-1933)

John Galsworthy

1909
1910
1929

The important plays of Galsworthy are Strike (1909), Justice (1910), The Skin
Game (1929), & The Silver Box.
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(1877-1946)

Harley Granville-Barker

1899
1905
1907
1910

Though he wrote a number of plays of different sorts in collaboration with other
playwrights, he occupies his place in modem drama mainly as a writer of four
"realistic" plays-The Marrying of Anne Leete (1899), The Voysey Inheritance
(1905), Waste (1907) and The Madras House (1910).
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(1878- 1967)

John Masefield

(1860-1937)

1902

J.M. Barrie | His most characteristic and original play is The Admirable Crichton
(1902) a drawing-room comedy in which the family butler is the hero.
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Barrie's last and most ambitious drama was The Boy David (1936) in which he has

(1936) given a fine picture of the candid soul of boyhood.
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1879 A Doll’'s House
Time & place written -, Rome & Amalfi, ltaly
1879 It was written in 1879 a time when women were completely subservient 'to their
husbands.
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1879 LA g L &5 ¢ < gl) (3gdall (la))

They have been married for about nine, years and™ have three children.
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Eight years ago Nora had borrowed some money from a man called Krogstad'
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Now after eight years, Krogstad needs Nora's help to save his job in a bank of which Nora's husband
has been appointed the manager.
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Nora who has remained passive and self-effacing for eight years ultimately asserts herself and
becomes an individual in her own right.
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A Doll's House, written by a Norwegian dramatist, is a play in three Acts.
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