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e Research Methods & Design-Dr. Abdullah Al Fraidan

e Lecture 7-Refining Research Ideas and Beginning to
Design your Study
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e So I have a good idea....now what?
COV) Jadi 0la L B 3,58 gal Gl

e Research design elements:
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v’ Sample selection Elgad Jddl
v Comparison/control groups e ganall 481 ya / A3 L84l
v One time versus Many times e & pal 45 s
v Reducing Confounds and Bias sl gasdas
e Variables and Operational Definitions
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e Turning your research question into a research hypothesis
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e So....you have a good idea
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e You realize that you could gather information to test that idea in
some way
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e You did a literature search to confirm it is a good idea (i.e., that
it hasn’t been done well before)
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e Now what should I do to make it scientifically rigorous? ..........
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e Research Design & Methods is what makes a good idea into a
great research study
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Elements of Research Design: Sampleca) asaal jalic

“Sample” versus “Population™" GlSl) "Jilaa" JUl|

Sample determination Jtall aaas

What group (population) is your research idea about?
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If it is about people in general — then it doesn’t matter who you sample
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Is it about a particular type of person, age group, culture, sex/gender,
clinical group, occupation?
fhigall s LISy delaally Guial) — ZEEN iy peall ) - (adille (paap 55 sa
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria specified
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Elements of Research Design: Sample/Recruitment
Cruail) / G.J‘sA..\” -Caanll prasal palic

Where will you get the data from that group?
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Own organization versus other organization
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Do they have enough people there? (i.e., sample size)
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Will the people be interested or motivated to participate in your research?
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How long will it take? Are you willing to wait that long?
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Will you need to compensate them?




e Elements of Research Design: Data Format

e \What format will the data be in?
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e Questionnaire? Standardized versus survey?
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] Interview? (individual versus focus group)
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] Interviewer/observer rating scale?
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] Retrospective chart reviews?
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e Continuous versus categorical data (means versus frequencies)
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e Data format affects statistics/interpretive methods you use (e.g.,
qualitative versus quantitative methods)
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