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How to write a cause and effect essay
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" sY 3 hiliStep one ™

Select a significant topic, for example, a social phenomenon
or a social trend.
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el e 4 2 s Teenage rebellion ™
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"1 i Y Environmental crisis "
"< silPollution ™
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" i snaSl)

"l 5 lAliStep two ™

Decide whether you want to examine the cause or effect or
both.
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"AE s hiliStep three ™
Examine each cause and effect thoroughly, using sufficient

evidence to prove your points.
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Cause structure words:

the first reason is, the next cause, because ,as
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Effect structure words:

the first effect, as a result,consequently,therefore
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Remember the following points when you write about the causes of an
effect:

1.Look at the possible causes and discuss them.
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2.Support all the causes. Give good examples.
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3.State your most important cause list. This will make your essay m ore
interesting.
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Coordinators (Coordinating Conjunctions)

To add a reason

for I Japanese people live longer than most other nationalities, for they eat healthful diets.

To add a similar, equal idea

and l They eat a lot of fish and vegetables, and they eat lightly.

To add a negative equal idea

nor They do not eat a lot of red meat, nor do they eat many dairy products.

Note: Nor means “and not.” It joins two negative independent clauses. Notice that question word
order is used after nor.

To add an opposite idea

but [ Diet is one factor in how long people live, but it is not the only factor.

To add an alternative possibility

or I However, people should limit the amount of animal fat in their diets, or they risk getting heart disease.

To add an unexpected or surprising continuation

yet Cigarette smoking is a factor in longevity, yet Japanese and other long-lived Asians have a very high
rate of tobacco use.

To add an expected result

so ] Doctors say that stress is another longevity factor, so try to avoid stress if you wish to live a longer life

1588 AdaaSlall Lgial 4 F 3 pualaall 4 iy ) Sl ALald juia g e pads daaDla

Note: The comma may be omitted between independent
clauses if a sentence is very short.

Acceptable:

The shooting stopped and peace followed
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Conjunction Pairs Example

both ... and Both San Francisco and Sydney have beautiful harbors.

not only . . . but also Japanese food is not only delicious to eat but also beautiful
to look at.

either... or Bring either a raincoat or an umbrella when you visit Seattle.

My grandfather could neither read nor write, but he was a very

neither . . . nor ;
wise person.

The newlyweds could not decide whether to live with her

whether ... or
parents or to rent an apartment.

A ol rap’
Faulty: Clara not only wants money buf also fame.
> i | e’

Correct: Clara wants nof only money but also fame.

M ¥

Correct: Clara not only wants money but also wants fame .
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Conjunctive Adverbs

To add a similar, equal idea

also Community colleges offer preparation for many occupations; also/besides/furthermore/
besides in addition/moreover, they prepare students to transfer to a four-year college or university.
furthermore

in addition

moreover

as well Community colleges offer preparation for many occupations; they prepare students to transfer

to a four-year college or university as well.

too Community colleges offer preparation for many occupations; they prepare students to transfer
to a four-year college or university, too.

To add an unexpected or surprising continuation

however The cost of attending a community college is low; however/nevertheless/nonetheless/still,
nevertheless many students need financial aid.

nonetheless

still

To add a complete contrast

on the other hand | Tuition at a community college is low; on the other hand/in contrast, tuition at private
in contrast schools is high.

To give an alternative possibility

otherwise I Students must take final exams; otherwise, they will receive a grade of Incomplete.

To add an expected result

accordingly Native and nonnative English speakers have different needs; accordingly/as a result/
as a result consequently/hence/therefore/thus, most schools provide separate English classes for
consequently each group.

hence

therefore

thus

To add an example

for example Most colleges now have a writing requirement for graduation; for example/for instance,
for instance students at my college must pass a writing test before they register for their final semester.
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