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Semantics and Pragmatics 
 

Lecture 14 
 

 

 

عشرة الرابعت المحاضرة تطبيقاث  

:الأول التمرين  

A شخصُٓ ثُٓ اٌزبٌُخ اٌّذبدصبد ٌذَٕب B و  implicature )ضٍّٕ فهُ هٕبن ِذبدصخ وً ثعذ .   عًٍ سُزُوش( 

B اٌشخص َمىٌه ٌّب ٔزُجخ أٔه  اٌفهُ هزا اًٌ ٌٍىصىي اٌسبِع لبد اٌزٌ الافزشاض ٔذذد أْ ِٕب ِطٍىة. 

informativeness )إعلاَ :اٌّجبديء أدذ ٔزُجخ هى هً اٌضٍّٕ ( relevance )اٌذذَش ثّذزىي صٍخ أو( 

 (.clarity )وضىح أو

1. A: (standing by an obviously immobilized car) ‘My car has broken down’ 

     B: ‘There is a garage round the corner’ 

Implicature: The garage is open and has a mechanic who might repair the car.  
  

 فئْ ثبٌزبٌٍ ، اٌسُبسح اصلاح َسزطُع ُِىبُٔىٍ ثهب وَىجذ ِفزىدخ اٌزصٍُخ وسشخ أْ اٌضٍّٕ اٌفهُ وبْ هٕب

relevance ٌـ ٔزُجخ دصً اٌضٍّٕ اٌفهُ أْ اٌصذُخ اٌجىاة  وصٍخ رشاثطباً  هٕبن أْ ٔلادع لإٔٔب ورٌه 

.ثبٌّىضىع  

2. A: ‘What subjects is Jack taking?’ 

B: ‘He’s not taking Linguistics’ 

Implicature: B does not know exactly which subjects Jack is taking. 
B اٌشخص أْ اٌضٍّٕ اٌفهُ وبْ هٕب  اٌجىاة فئْ ثبٌزبٌٍ.ثبٌضجظ جبن َذسسهب اٌزٍ اٌّىاد هٍ ِب َعشف لا 

B لأْ ورٌه  informativeness ٌـ ٔزُجخ دصً اٌضٍّٕ اٌفهُ اْ اٌصذُخ  لا جبن أْ ِعٍىِخ روش 

وهز اٌٍغىَبد َذسس  وبْ ٌى لأٔه َذسسهب اٌزٍ اٌّىاد هٍ ِب َعشف لا ثأٔه اٌضٍّٕ اٌفهُ اًٌ أدي ِب ا 

.ثهب اٌسبئً أفبد ٌىبْ َعشفهب    

3. A: ‘Who was that man you were talking to?’ 

B: ‘That was my mother’s husband’ 

Implicature: Speaker B’s mother’s husband is not B’s father.  

B اٌّزذذس أَ صوط أْ اٌضٍّٕ اٌفهُ وبْ هٕب B واٌذ ٌُس   دصً اٌفهُ هزا اْ اٌصذُخ اٌجىاة فئْ ثبٌزبٌٍ . 

clarity اٌىضىح ِجذأ ثزطجُك B وبْ دُش  .أِه صوط هى عٕه سئً اٌزٌ اٌشخص أٔه لىٌه فٍ واضذباً    
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4. A: ‘Is Betsy in?’ 

B: ‘Her light is on’ 

Implicature: Betsy’s light being on is usually a sign of whether she is in or not.  

 فئْ ثبٌزبٌٍ . ِىجىدح أٔهب عًٍ علاِخ هزا فئْ ِضبءح ثزسٍ غشفخ داِذ ِب أٔه اٌضٍّٕ اٌفهُ وبْ هٕب

relevance اٌصٍخ ِجذأ هى هٕب اٌصذُخ اٌجىاة  A اٌشخص ِٓ اٌسؤاي ثُٓ ِجبششح علالخ َىجذ دُش 

 .B  اٌشخص ِٓ والاجبثخ

 

:الثاني التمرين  

utterance إٌّطىق وبْ إرا عّب رذذَذ اٌزّشَٓ هزا فٍ ِٕب ِطٍىة  ِٓ وً فٍ اٌضبٍٔ اٌّزذذس ِٓ اٌصبدس 

الأسثعخ غشاَس لىاعذ ِٓ أَباً  َخشق اٌزبٌُخ اٌذبلاد :دُش    

Violating the maxim of  relation (irrelevant) 

violating the maxim of quantity (uninformative) 

violating the maxim of manner (unclear) 

violating the maxim of quality (untruthful ) 

 

(1) Policeman at the front door: ‘Is your father at home?’ 

Small boy (who knows that his father is at home): 

‘Either my mother’s gone out shopping or she hasn’t.’  

irrelevant اٌجىاة هٕب  عٓ َسأي فبٌششطٍ اٌّىضىع عٓ اٌخشوط عذَ ورعٍٕ اٌصٍخ لبعذح خشق رُ دُش 

.الأَ عٓ ِعٍىِبد فأعطً الاجبثخ ِٓ رهشة اٌىٌذ ثُّٕب الأة       

 (2) Traffic policeman talking to a man parked in a no-parking zone: ‘Is this your 
car, sir?’ 

Man (who owns the car): ‘No, this car is not mine.’ 

untruthful اٌجىاة هٕب  ٔفسه هى اٌزٌ اٌشجً فبجبثخ ،اٌصذق لىي وهٍ اٌجىدح لبعذح خشق رُ دُش 

. ووبرثخ ِضٍٍخ وبٔذ اٌسُبسح صبدت  

(3) Customer in a stationery shop: ‘Are pens in the first floor or the second floor of 
the store?’ 

Shop girl (who knows  pens are on the first floor): 

‘You can find them on the floor that has notebooks.’ 
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unclear اٌجىاة هٕب .وِجهّخ ِفُذح غُش وبٔذ اٌّىظفخ فبجبثخ اٌىضىح وهٍ اٌىُف لبعذح خشق رُ دُش   

(4) Mother: ‘Now tell me the truth. Who put the cat in the bathtub?’   

Son (who knows who did it): ‘Someone put it there.’ 
uninformative اٌجىاة هٕب  ، إٌّبست ثبٌمذس إٌّبسجخ اٌّعٍىِخ اعطبء وهٍ اٌىُ لبعذح خشق رُ دُش 

.اٌىُ لبعذح ثبٌزبٌٍ فخشق ِىزٍّخ غُش ِعٍىِخ أِه أعطً هٕب فبٌىٌذ  
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1. One of the following DOES NOT apply to a normal conversation: 

a. A speaker tries to give relatively specific answers to questions. 

b. A speaker tries to avoid giving new information that the hearer 
doesn’t already know. 

c. A speaker tries to give information that is relevant to the topic of 
conversation. 

d. A speaker tries to give information in a way that is easy to 
understand. 

 

2. “Be as helpful to your hearer as you can”. This statement 
represents: 

a. The Co-operative Principle 

b. The Operative Principle. 

c. The Co-understanding Principle. 

d. The understanding Principle. 

 

3. This principle is applied by: 

a. The speakers 

b. The hearers 

c. Both 

d. Neither 

 

4. Being co-operative in conversation obviously involves: 

a. Telling the truth. 

b. Being co-operative. 

c. Both together. 

d. Neither 
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5. Paul Grice developed four components of conversational 
cooperativeness called: 

a. The four Pauls. 

b. The four Maxims 

c. The four components 

d. All false 

 

6. Truthfulness – do not say what you believe to be false. This is 
the Maxim of: 

a. Quantity 

b. Manner 

c. Quality 

d. Relation 

 

7. Relevance – keep to the topic of the conversation. This is the 
Maxim of: 

a. Quantity 

b. Manner 

c. Quality 

d. Relation 
 

8. Informativeness – tell the hearer just what he needs to know, no 
more and no less. This is the Maxim of: 

a. Quantity 

b. Manner 

c. Quality 

d. Relation 
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9. Clarity – speak in a way that the hearer will understand. This is 
the Maxim of: 

a. Quantity 

b. Manner 

c. Quality 

d. Relation 

 

10. When one or more of the maxims  seem to be violated but 
the hearer assumes that the speaker make a relevant reply to his 
question, this is called: 

a. Implicature 

b. Implication 

c. Utterance 

d. All false 

 

11. Implicature is related to the method through which 
speakers understand the………of utterances. 

a. Direct illocutions 

b. Indirect illocutions 

c. Direct locutions 

d. Indirect locutions 

 

12. In a case of implicature the hearer assumes that the 
speaker is……………..one of the conversational maxims. 

a. Not violating 

b. Violating 

c. Ignoring 

d. Not ignoring 
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13. If your spouse asks, "...have you seen my car keys?" and 
your answer is:” Yes, it is on the table.”. Which maxim does 
apply? 

a. Quantity 

b. Manner 

c. Quality 

d. Relation 

 

14. If your spouse asks "How was your day?" and you say "I 
hate tomatoes". Here the Maxim of ……. Is violated. 

a. Quantity 

b. Manner 

c. Quality 

d. Relation 

 

15. If your friend asks, "How does my new shirt look?" and 
you respond "It's interesting," you have broken Maxim 
of…………… 

a. Quantity 

b. Manner 

c. Quality 

d. Relation 
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