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Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine
Historical Information
· Revolutionary War (1775-1783): Between America and Britain

· In the 1760’s, the British government passed tax laws  to increase the control over the colonies, and they resisted.

· America’s disobedience angered Britain, which sparked the war. America was extremely unprepared .

· Thus, they formed the Continental Congress which included delegates from the colonies. The Congress appointed George Washington as commander in chief of the American army.

·  Later, the British suffered a loss at Yorktown, which led to peace talks. The war ended in 1783 with the Treaty of Paris.

Rationalist writers like Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine were key instigators of the American Revolution. Their highly persuasive rhetorical prose sparked and sustained the revolutionary spirit that swept the nation and ultimately helped win the war against Britain.

Inspired by the European Enlightenment, Rationalists based their ideas and beliefs on reason and truth. Rooted in the philosophies of Aristotle, John Locke, Rene Descartes, Baruch Spinoza, and Gottfried Leibneiz, Rationalist writers valued logic and what they referred to as eternal truths. They dealt only with certainties and what could be proven with evidence or empirical study.

Rationalists sought clarity in thought and were concerned with finding certainty in this world. As such, in order to find truth, they did not rely on religious faith, higher powers, or even human senses. From Descartes, Rationalists learned that one can doubt everything except his or her own existence: "Cogito ergo sum" ( I think, therefore I am). From this most basic level, Rationalist hoped to build a true and complete model of the universe.

Many Rationalist writers were religious Deists who saw God as the Creator or (Prime Mover) of the universe but not actively involved in human life.

The Jefferson Bible
Thomas Jefferson created his own Bible by cutting out all supernatural elements.

Rationalist writers composed virtually all of America's most sacred documents: The Declaration of Independence, The Constitution of the United States of America, The Bill of Rights, and The Federalist Papers.

· American Rationalism sees man, nature, and the universe as inherently good
· Values reason over emotion, intuition, tradition, and established doctrine
· Rejects tyranny, fascism, faith, divine revelation, and superstition
· Concerned with the empirical world rather than life after death
· Emphasizes self-knowledge and self-control
· Formal, disciplined, and dense rhetorical prose
· Addresses a wide range of subjects, including philosophy, politics, science, and nature
· Ideas are thoroughly vetted; words are chosen with extreme care
· Writing is crafted to be highly persuasive
· Rationalist writers produced almost no literary fiction or poetry.
· Most common forms of writing were letters, essays, newspaper articles, and speeches.
· Deism was a common religious belief among Rationalists.
· Rationalists are responsible for initiating and sustaining the American Revolution

· The writers were highly intellectual and highly educated statesmen.

· They were Inspired by the ideas of empiricist philosophers such as Aristotle and John Locke.

Rationalists honed the art of persuasive writing by employing anecdotes, figures of speech, and vivid imagery. These techniques give their readers the opportunity to think through new ideas for themselves, thus acknowledging the power of reason in all men. Many works of this era use deductive reasoning to make a point. Evidence is presented using strict rhetorical structure that identifies a problem, identifies its cause, and then proposes a logical solution. Although many works from the Rationalist period are political in nature, other themes include scientific observations, proposals for new ways of doing things, ides for new forms of government, and inventions that might benefit mankind and add to the body of human knowledge.

Thomas Jefferson (1743 - 1826)
His writings:
1. Notes on the State of Virginia (1781)
2. Manual for Parliamentary Practice for the Use of the Senate of the United States (1801)
3. Autobiography (1821)

Besides being the third president of the United States, the main author of The Declaration of Independence, and a highly accomplished ambassador, Jefferson was a polymath interested in science, invention, architecture, religion and philosophy as well as education. Most of his works were written for political purposes, though they often express a profound philosophical view. Jefferson believed in the separation of Church and State, constitutional government, checks and balances, and individual liberty. He espoused an admiration for the rural, small town lifestyle as embodying the good society. After his presidency, he founded the University of Virginia and published his Autobiography as well as the Jefferson Bible, which reworks the New Testament to exclude magic, superstition, exorcism, the divinity of Jesus, and all other supernatural elements.

Thomas Paine (1737-1809)
His writings:
Common Sense (1776)
Rights of Man (1792)
The Age of Reason (1795)
Agrarian Justice (1796)

Born in England, Thomas Paine immigrated to the United States in 1774 just in time to inspire and participate in the American Revolution. His enlightened literary works focus on human rights, the importance of reason and free thinking, committing to free markets and liberty, the inevitability of scientific and social advancement, and the rejection of religious dogma. He was among the first American writers to propose the abolition of slavery, and was ostracized in his later years for attacking Christianity in The Age of Reason. With his pamphlets "Common Sense" and "The Crisis," Paine did more to inspire and sustain the American Revolution than any other writer.

Patrick Henry (1736 - 1799)
His writings:
Speech to the Virginia Convention (1775)
Shall Liberty or Empire be Sought? (1788)
Anti Federalist Papers No. 4, 34, & 40:4 (1788)

A writer, politician, and brilliant orator, Patrick Henry was born and raised in Virginia. He briefly attended public school and then was tutored at home by his father. He went on to become the first and sixth governor of the state of Virginia. He is best known for his Give me liberty, or give me death speech in 1765, in which he opposed the British Stamp Act and argued to form a standing army to attack Britain and begin the American Revolution. He was one of America's best known and most well-respected speakers during the revolutionary period.

Themes in Writing
Emphasis on self-knowledge and self-control, Reason and scientific observation, Rule of law and order, Man’s Ability to Perfect himself and society, and Freedom from restrictive laws

· Emphasis on self-knowledge and self-control: this involved people doing what they knew to be right and just.

· During this time, people were making an increasing number of new discoveries and travels, adding to self-knowledge and increasing self-control.

· Self-control in writing had to do with what kind of words were used and how they were able to get their point across.

Characteristics of Writing
The art of persuasion, Parallelism, Logical Reasoning, Argumentation, Imagery, and Appeal to Emotion and Logic

· The art of persuasion- This involves using various techniques to persuade someone to believe the same as you. 

· Example- anecdotes, specific facts, details, and information about a topic. 

· Patrick Henry as a great orator urged resistance to England and received respect and agreement to his ideas.

· Imagery- descriptive and figurative language for the person reading.

· Involves the use of all 5 senses.

· Helps the reader imagine the scene for themselves

· Parallelism- repetition of grammatical structure which is used in poetry and other writings to emphasize and link related ideas.

· Logical Reasoning- using logic to get a point across to an audience

· Argumentation- persuasive style including arguments for each side.

· Appeal to Emotion and Logic- using a both emotional and logical standpoint for an argument
Types of Literature:

Political documents, Newspaper articles, Private letters, Epistles, Essays, and Speeches

· Political Documents- written records of things that have had a significant impact on our country. Examples- Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Common Sense by Thomas Paine

· Newspaper Articles- a short, brief article normally containing recent information. Benjamin Franklin wrote Poor Richard’s Almanac with recent information every year.

· Private letters- these are letters written from one person to another, not intended for the public. Examples would include letters written from one public leader to another.

· Epistles- this is a public letter in which a leader may write a letter to a large group of people, such as the entire nation, army, or Continental Congress.

· Essays- these outline facts in an informative layout, often expressing an idea or giving a synopsis.

· Speeches- Patrick Henry was known for giving the best speeches, asking for Americans’ support in going against Britain.
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