Second Semester

Poetry
Edmund Spenser (c 1552-1599)

The Faerie Queene (1590-1596)

First Booke

The First Booke of the Faerie Qveene contayning the Legende of the Knight of the Red Crosse, or of Holinesse.

And with them eke, O Goddesse heavenly bright,

Mirror of grace and Maiestie divine,

Great Lady of the greatest Isle, whose light

Like Phoebus lampe throughout the world doth shine,

Shed thy faire beames into my feeble eyne,

And raise my thoughts too humble and too vile,

To thinke of that true glorious type of thine,

The argument of mine afflicted stile:

The which to heare, vouchsafe, O dearest dred a-while.

· The presence of “my”, “thy” and “eyne” create music. 

· Here, he is in fact addressing Queen Elizabeth. “heavenly bright” she is so bright like as if she is coming from heaven. “Mirror of grace” = reflecting grace.  
· “Great Lady of the greatest Isle”; Isle = Island, and what is an island is England. He is really proud of his nationality. 
· “whose light Like Phoebus lampe”, Phoebus is a Goddess. She is the goddess of life. so, the life of the Queen is Phoebus lampe throughout the world doth shine. 
· “Shed thy faire beams into my feeble eyne,”, beams are the rays of life. 
· “And raise my thoughts too humble and too vile,”, it is raise to the level to be able to “To thinke of that true glorious type of thine”. 
· “The argument of mine afflicted stile”, my argument is afflicted stile as you want everybody hear the news of history and poetry, the news of war and so on. And over them or the most important question for him is the queen events and he wrote all events for her. 
· The title is “Legende of the Knight of the Red Crosse, or of Holinesse”, so the poem is about the “Knight of the Red Crosse” and “Holinesse”. 
· In each book he has different heroes either evil ones or good ones but the main character of the while essay is Queen Elizabeth. 
Cant. I.

A Gentle Knight was pricking on the plaine,

    Y cladd in mightie armes and silver shielde,

    Wherein old dints of deepe wounds did remaine,

    The cruell markes of many’ a bloudy fielde;

    Yet armes till that time did he never wield:

    His angry steede did chide his foming bitt,

    As much disdayning to the curbe to yield:

    Full iolly knight he seemd, and faire did sitt,

As one for knightly giusts and fierce encounters fitt.
· “plaine” is a fields which refers to England (نادرا ما يوجد مراعي سهلة انجلترا). 
· “silver shielde”, it is silver not copper (نحاس) because its light can be seen from a long distance and the white light of faith is a real Christian faith. 
· “Wherein old dints of deepe wounds did remaine, - The cruell markes of many’ a bloudy fielde;”, so it carries all marks from the battle gone through before. 

· “Yet armes till that time did he never wield:”, it is a long time they are not tried, not used. Many critics said that it is the first flew, the time between the reformation and the time of Queen Elizabeth. So, he did not use his shield of defense. 
· “His angry steede did chide his foming bitt”, here he is describing the horse. The horse is angry so it is not that horse that is used in the field and lazy and enjoys its life but it is the one who is as strong as his life of war. 
· “As much disdayning to the curbe to yield”, so he is eager to go to the battle field. 
· “Full iolly knight he seemd, and faire did sitt,”, so he looks so great knight and setting on his horse back.
· “As one for knightly giusts and fierce encounters fitt”, so it means that his appearance ridding his horse and the description of the horse as well show how he is ready to fight “fierce encounters”.  
Describing the Red Cross from the beginning or holiness roaming on the plain land (England). He represents the church militant and reform England
· So, he is red crossed, represent holiness and represent also the knight of the church who protect the church and reform England which follow the Anglican church. 
But on his brest a bloudie Crosse he bore,

    The deare remembrance of his dying Lord,

    For whose sweete sake that glorious badge he wore,

    And dead as liuing euer him ador’d:

    Upon his shield the like was also scor’d,

    For soueraine hope, which in his helpe he had:

    Right faithfull true he was in deede and word,

    But of his cheere did seeme too solemne sad;

Yet nothing did he dread, but euer was ydrad.

· “But on his brest a bloudie Crosse he bore”, this part is also descriptive.
· “The deare remembrance of his dying Lord”, the cross is the dear remembrance for Jesus Christ.
· “For whose sweete sake that glorious badge he wore”, this is why he wear that cross.
· “And dead as living ever him ador’d”, he adore him and loves him whether he is living or dead. Then we have a column (:) which means he is going to explain and elaborate more in the same idea. 
· “Upon his shield the like was also scor’d”, it is not only on his breast but also on his shield. On his shield another cross is scored. 
· “Right faithfull true he was in deede and word”, so he has true faith for life and death, he is a true faithful man. “deede and word” means قولا وفعلا. This refers to the catholic who pretend to be faithful in words not in deeds. 
· “But of his cheere did seeme too solemne sad”, he seems too solemn and serious in sad. 
· “Yet nothing did he dread, but ever was ydrad” He fears nothing. So, his appearance shows that he is serious and fears nothing. He is daring and he is courageous. 
** read the description in the book. 
Upon a great adventure he was bond,

    That greatest Gloriana to him gave,

    That greatest Glorious Queene of Faerie lond,

    To winne him worship, and her grace to have,

    Which of all earthly things he most did craue;

    And ever as he rode, his hart did earne

    To prove his puissance in battell brave

    Upon his foe, and his new force to learne;

Upon his foe, a Dragon horrible and stearne.
· “Upon a great adventure he was bond”, he was yearning to a great adventure. 
· “That greatest Gloriana to him gave” so he was ready for this adventure which was given to him by greatest Gloriana. 
· “That greatest Glorious Queene of Faerie lond”, he repeated it many times to celebrate the queen greatness and glorious. Some critics said that the word “lond” is an Italian word refers to wonderful. 
· “To winne him worship, and her grace to have”, so while he is worship he mentioned that great Gloriana because he wants to win to get her honor and his grace to have her honor. 
· “Which of all earthly things he most did crave”, All the world wants honor from her. 
· “And ever as he rode, his hart did earne - To prove his puissance in battell brave”, he wants to show brevity and show his courage and strength.

· “Upon his foe, and his new force to learne”, foe is the enemy. 

· “Upon his foe, a Dragon horrible and stearne”, so here he is introducing another character. 
· It is clear that he started from the beginning at the middle of the situation. 
A lovely Ladie rode him faire beside,

    Upon a lowly Asse more white then snow,

    Yet she much whiter, but the same did hide

    Under a vele, that wimpled was full low,

    And over all a blacke stole she did throw,

    As one that inly mournd: so was she sad,

    And heavie sat upon her palfrey slow;

    Seemed in heart some hidden care she had,

And by her in a line a milke white lambe she lad.

· Here is a description of a persona and all these show that she symbolizes true faith. And he symbolizes the church lamb who loves the Christ and sacrifices for him. 
· The true faith is covered with black because he is sad. The true faith is not yet enjoying victory; still there is some problems with the Catholic Church and the Roman Church which is trying to hide the truth. So, this is fauna that rising on an act and this is against the Protestant church. For the Protestant, they believe that the Catholic Church or the Pope there is after richness and soul, after the glorious kind of living, after gold and money. This is a symbol of humble and again the Catholic Church. 
· “milke white lambe” - white like milk and the lamb is a symbol of Christ. It is so innocent and so humble and so giving that he gives his life for the sake of humanity. 
· Can you catch the elements of the allegory here as it appear in how each character envy the lamb. 
· In Book III, you will find how an evil woman who lost a fighting resemble the Roman Church in how she wearing purple red helmet. 
Stanza 17:

· It shows the imagery and as I told you the reader needs to be entertained and to be attracted and beautiful imagery that would attract the reader. 
Which when the valiant Elf perceiv'd, he lept
As Lion fierce upon the flying Prey,
And with his trenchant Blade her boldly kept
From turning back, and forced her to stay:
Therewith enrag'd, she loudly 'gan to bray,
And turning fierce, her speckled Tail advaunc'd,
Threatning her angry Sting, him to dismay:
Who nought aghast, his mighty Hand enhaunst;
The stroke down from her Head unto her Shoulder glaunst.

·  “Elf” is an imaginative short creature (جني صغير). 
· This stanza comes after certain events, now Una and Red Cross going into the adventure to reach the way they are going to take. A storm arises forcing Red Cross and Una to take shelter and hide in a beautiful forest. The forest is a symbol of no clear way and darkness. So it is misleading and when you are in you cannot go out. 
This is the wandring Wood, this Error's Den,
A Monster vile, whom God and Man does hate:
· Unfortunately the forest turned out to be the wandering wood that you lost in. The name of the monster is Error. 
· If we watch the allegory here, the religious theme and see what the Red Cross symbolizes and what Una symbolizes; they are together to save the true faith. True faith needs power who is Red Cross and not any power but faithful one. 
· So, Red Cross and true faith, Christian fellowmen symbolizes any Christian man. Christians and true faith should be together in order to save Christianity. 
· So, in Book I, all evil creatures tried to separate Red Cross from Una as by separating them the evil will win. So, the whole Book I is a kind of a test of Red Cross. Loving Jesus alone is not enough and Una realizes this when the monster Error make his den; and den means Shelter. So, the monster Error is hiding in the forest and when they went to hide in the forest, they entered a cave. Una realizes that this is what the monster symbolizes. When the Red Cross entered the cave, he found himself locked in a battle with the monster. 
· Now he is trying to kill the dragon and the dragon is described as a big snake with many heads (something that is imaginative). In side the cave there are his children. 
· So the stanza here is describing the battle between the monster Error and the Red Cross. “As Lion fierce upon the flying Prey,”, the pray here is Red cross and the monster Error is the one in power now. 
· “And with his trenchant Blade her boldly kept”, it is the blade of Red Cross. 
· “From turning back, and forced her to stay:”, here we have a column which means the following is a description.
· “Therewith enrag'd, she loudly 'gan to bray,”, the snake was so angry because it is wounded. 
· “And turning fierce, her speckled Tail advaunc'd,”, she was wounded and get angry. 
· “Threatning her angry Sting, him to dismay: - Who nought aghast, his mighty Hand enhaunst; - The stroke down from her Head unto her Shoulder glaunst”, so she would tide her tail around him and she would catch him like a pray. 
Much daunted with that Dint, her Sense was daz'd,
Yet kindling Rage she her self gathered round,
And all at once her beastly Body rais'd
With doubled Forces high above the Ground:
Tho wrapping up her wreathed Stern around,
Lept fierce upon his Shield, and her huge Train
All suddenly about his Body wound,
That Hand or Foot to stir he strove in vain:
God help the Man so wrapt in Error's endless Train.

· “Man so wrapt in Error's endless Train” looking at this allegory it is clear how man is really when entered the cave of error, the error will lead to another until he trapped in Error. This is really entertaining for the one who is reading the story as a romance or something that is imaginary. 
· When the Red Cross entered the cave and was trapped and face Error, Una is the one supports him. Una which is the true faith. He would gather his power with true faith and courage and thinking for the Christ united together. 
His Lady sad,to see his sore constraint,
Cry'd out, Now, now, Sir Knight, shew what ye be,
Add Faith unto your Force, and be not faint (يغمي عليه):
Strangle her, else she sure will strangle thee.
That when he heard, in great perplexity,
His Gall did grate for Grief and high Disdain,
And knitting all his Force got one Hand free,
Wherewith he grip'd her Gorge with so great Pain,
That soon to loose her wicked Bands did her constrain.

· He is straggling but it is really painful “sore” struggle.  
· “Cry'd out, Now, now, Sir Knight, shew what ye be” So, faith give him courage. 
· “And knitting all his Force got one Hand free,”, this is a very beautiful image as knitting means gathering – to gather fine threads together. 
· “he grip'd her Gorge” – حاول يخنقها.
· “That soon to loose her wicked Bands did her constrain” and she let him go. 
Therewith she spew'd out of her filthy Maw
A flood of Poison horrible and black,
Full of great Lumps of Flesh and Gobbets raw,
Which stunk so vildly, that it forc'd him slack
His grasping hold, and from her turn him back:
Her Vomit full of Books and Papers was,
With loathly Frogs and Toads, which Eyes did lack,
And creeping, sought way in the weedy Grass:
Her filthy Parbreake all the Place defiled has.

· “Therewith she spew'd out of her filthy Maw” Now he could kill the monster, when he is free he could kill the monster. This beautiful description of the battle is so live. The scene is filthy (قذر) – when he cut her head, it was really disgusting. 
· “A flood of Poison horrible and black”, the flood means الطوفان. There is a flood of poison came from the snake. 
· “Full of great Lumps of Flesh and Gobbets raw”, lumps means الأطرف. There are lumps of the people she ate before coming out of her throat. 
·  He watched all these dirt everywhere. 
· “With loathly Frogs and Toads, which Eyes did lack” – frogs are used in magic issues (as we saw in cartoon films). 
· People gain faith from reading and at the end he used the words books and papers, as Error (the snake) resembles the Roman Church and all the papers and essays were written against the Protestant and Anglican Church.
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