Second Semester

Poetry
The Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser

· About Edmund Spenser:
· Despite the fact that his life was short, he had written great poetry for which he is remembered until now. Unlike Sir Thomas White or Philip Sidney, Spenser was born to a modest family that was not so aristocratic. He had received good education; he had finished his BA and his Master’s degree at that time, the 16th century. This is something which was very important and which would affect his life later on. 
· He was so ambitious, though he didn’t have that enough money like any of the aristocratic families. But still he was so ambitious and worked on his education so that later he was called the poet of poets (أشعر الشعراء); he worked hard to earn this title. After his M.A. he came to know Sir Philip Sidney and his companions from which he had learned a lot. 
· On page70, paragraph no.4, toward the middle of the same page, you’ll find that Spenser was a prolific and daring experimental. So, he was not alone; all the poets of the 16th century were experimental. Why were they experimental? Why all the 16th century Elizabethan poets were experimenting in poetry and in plays? He was an experimental like other Elizabethan poets because he was forming what would be called English literature. As he said, they did not have that literary background to depend on; they were borrowing from and imitating the classics of Greek and Latin. They were trying to experiment or to form what would be called English literature and also to show their originality. They were experimenting mainly to start their own English literature. 
· He was so daring (جريء) that he had a sonnet named after him (the Spenserian sonnet). He had many innovations (creations) in “the Faerie Queene” that he had innovated a special stanza called the Spenserian stanza. “the Faerie Queene” was written in equal stanzas of 9-lines each. The first 8-lines consisted of iambic pentameters >>>>> (خمس مقاطع), and the 9th line consisted of six. They had a special rhyme scheme (AB AB BC BC C); when we continue this stanza with (CD CD EE) this is the Spenserian sonnet. He liked to connect one quatrain with the other. “The Faerie Queene” is defined as an Epic. 
· An Epic is a long narrative poem celebrating the great deeds (work) of one or more legendary hero (بطل أسطوري) in a grand (ضخم) ceremonious (إحتفالي) style (formal, elevated and impressive style). Those legendary heroes have extra qualities; not all are human, rather, supernatural qualities. They are so good, so powerful, so beautiful; extra of everything. 
· A narrative is a story that has a plot, characters, and conversation (dialogue) between the characters. The hero in the epic is usually protected from gods or is descended from gods, performs superhuman in battle or in…” A hero performs superhuman in always struggling or fighting for good faith (a good cause), against evil and at the same time finding or saving a nation; like what Ulysses had done in the Iliad. So a hero in an epic is either saving or forming a nation. 

· An epic is always full and there are many events so that it would attract reader to read hundreds and hundreds of pages; there are many voyages (أسفار) from one place to another. The setting is like for example John Donne’s epic Paradise Lost; the setting is not only the earth but also paradise; it speaks about angels, Satan and hell, etc. So usually the setting of an epic is so bask. We can meet different types of creatures; human beings, animals, etc. 
· Speaking of the definition of an epic with regards to “the Faerie Queene”, the hero had to be native who was trying to save his nation and to reform it at the same time. There are many qualities in him an English man should have; these qualities for him are taken from the gentleman qualities. He had chosen 12 virtues to write about; he was planning to write 12 books about the 12 virtues, but he finished only 6. He had fragments of the 7th then he died. He was somehow putting standards or was trying to form an image of the English man. 
· He had to depend on some base again so he had chosen King Arthur who is known in the legends of Chaucer; King Arthur is the one who tried to reunite England before. So he had chosen the character of King Arthur to be the main character and that all these virtues are his virtues and all the English men are his descendants, and at the same time he was protecting or saving his own country, his own nation. We had spoken about the conflicts which were there in England when Elizabeth came to the throne. There were some who were revolting against her in other areas. There was also the problem of the Protestants, the Catholics, and the Anglican Church. So, King Arthur was also trying to save the English nation. Spenser was narrating indirectly, speaking about these problems and celebrating Queen Elizabeth herself who was very loved by her people, especially after defeating the Armada. 
· So, Queen Elizabeth was also a hero character, or the most important hero in the story. To relate between her and King Arthur Spenser said that she was one of his descendants or his grand-daughter. So this is one of the main themes in the epic that the hero saves his nation and reforms it at the same time. It can be considered a historical epic. Also, he was setting the qualities for the English man. 
· The subject matter of Spenser’s epic:

· There are many plots in the epic. Each book has a hero and speaks about one virtue, and it has the many plots in it connected to that hero. 
· The language: The language is archaic English. Spenser meant to write it in the old spelling. Even the title “Faerie Queene” is written in the old form. 
· Spenser was trying to find a legendary epic for his nation. It is something that belongs to the old time and they had to keep it as a background for them. The Greeks and the Romans had their own epics and epic poets. For the English nation, they did not have epics and he wanted to create one; so he had to find something that belongs to the old times. He also had to write it in the archaic language so that it is related to the ancient times, with greatness and history. There are many new nations that borrow from others to have a deep history. So “the Faerie Queen” was meant to give the English literature some depth. 
· From the extracts: He innovated a lot in his later poems. He innovated in the rhyme scheme of the Spenserian sonnet, the nine-line stanza (the Spenserian stanza) and the six-foot line at the end (the hexameter). The two paragraphs that follow speak about the events he uncovers in the Faerie Queen, the conflicts in England and other places, and Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth and the conflict between the two, etc. This is not necessary to go into details. 
· When Spenser died he was buried near Chaucer. Chaucer is the father of English literature who lived and died in the 15th century. Spenser wanted to be buried near him as he was always comparing himself to Chaucer and his importance to the English literature. Chaucer had started the English literature while Spenser had contributed a lot to it; he gave English literature the first epic. Spenser remained a protestant all his life and portrayed the Roman Catholic Church a demonic villain in the faerie Queene. So he was a Protestant, a Puritan and he was against the Roman Catholic Church. Because it was a deliberate choice on Spenser’s part that the language stay antique, his poem was printed in the original spelling and punctuation. 
· The Introduction of “the Faerie Queene”: in a letter to his friend, Spenser calls his poem an allegory. 
· “An Allegory is a story or a visual image with a second distinct meaning partially hidden behind its literal or visible meaning. The characters in an allegory often represent abstract concepts, such as faith, innocence, or evil. An allegory may be conceived as a METAPHOR that is extended into a structured system. In written narrative, allegory involves a continuous parallel between two (or more) levels of meaning in a story, so that its persons and events correspond to their equivalents in a system of ideas or a chain of events external to the tale.”
· This means that it is a story which has two or more meanings; it has a visual or near meaning, and it has a hidden meaning. For example (كليلة ودمنة) was meant to be easy that children can understand it; but it has many layers of meaning. It was written (على لسان الحيوانات) because the writer was afraid of the punishment of the ruler; he was criticizing his society and the political climate of that place but from the side of animals. This is called allegory and it has many levels of meaning. It can be enjoyed by most people at any level. For example the lion, the donkey and the serpent in (كليلة ودمنة) symbolize certain characters and certain qualities. So it can be considered as a metaphor; a black conceit (because it is hidden). 
· Therefore any hero or character in “the Faerie Queene” can be called allegorical which means that this hero or character resembles or symbolizes something else or somebody else. The abstract qualities in an allegory are given human shape. When we speak about a serpent for example we’re referring to the quality of deception. 

· “The Faerie Queen”, page 714, line 2:
· Spenser describes his poem as an allegory; an extended metaphor or dark conceit. He invites the reader to interpret (to understand) the characters and adventures in his several books in terms of the particular virtues (فضيلة) and vices (رذيلة) they enact or sound to embody. He invites the reader to take each virtue and each vice according to what they embody. 
· For example, the Red Crosse Knight, the hero of Book I, he is the knight of Holiness, and also St. George, the patron saint of England who embodies Holiness. Another example, is Sir Guyon in Book II, is the knight of Temperance (الصبر), and the female knight Britomart in Book III is the knight of Chastity (النقاء والطهارة); the opposite of courtly love. And the heroes of book no. 4, 5, and 6 represent friendship, justice and courtesy. 
The generall end therefore of all the booke, is to fashion a gentleman or noble person in vertuous and gentle discipline.

· This is a quotation from Spenser himself and also the theme of “the Faerie Queene”: to create an ideal human being. However, Spenser’s allegory is not as simple as that. 
· During the 15th century the Ottoman Empire was there and was a dangerous enemy at that time to the western countries. Not only this, the Ottoman Empire was Muslim. So it was Christianity against Islam and a political power against another. There were also conflicts within the English countries themselves. The conflicts of “the Faerie Queene” are internal (inside the English islands) and external (the Ottoman Empire). So, in addition to the moral allegory (Holiness, Temperance, Chastity, Bravery, etc.) we have also a historical allegory in relation to the historical events it speaks about.

· Last paragraph on p.714, the poem is also an epic. He says he is imitating Virgil, Homer and many other Greek and Latin writers. Like those who produced poetry in celebration of their respective nations, he wanted to write an epic in celebration of his nation. He drew on the pictorial tradition and adapted full episodes from Ariosto, and he was providing his country with the epic it had hitherto lack. The English literature lacked the epic and so he wanted to write it. so as Virgil and Homer had provided epics celebrating their nations, also Spenser wanted to do the same to celebrate his nation. 
On page715: ….  
· One of his goals in writing this poem is to achieve the highest values of human civilization. As we said before, he created the ideal man. 

Paragraph no.2: …
· The Faerie Queene is an epic celebration of Queen Elizabeth, the Protestant faith and the English nation. It is also a chivalry romance. Romance here doesn’t mean a love story; it means there is a lot of imagination in it, of qualities, of places, of important deeds, all related to imagination. Here the romance if full of dances, witches, dragons, enchanted trees, wicked magicians, giants, flying castles etc. 
The middle of the next paragraph: … the form of the Faerie Queene is written in a remarkable 9-line stanzas of closely interlocking rhyme, rhyming at AB AB DC DC E. Book number one alone is entirely self-contained; an epic in itself; it has been called a miniature epic. 

· A summary of Book I:

· The hero is not called Red Crosse, but on his chest is a red cross. This shows that he is a real hero; he is Christian, a faithful, and a warrior. So, he resembles or symbolizes Holiness. So in the first stanza of “the Faerie Queene” we see him entering the palace of the Faerie Queene asking for a mission. And while he is there he looks like one who is not a hero or so; he looks like a tiny little one. 
· At the same time, a lady comes on an ass, she is so beautiful and covered with a black veil. She has come to ask the help of the queen that her parents are imprisoned by a dragon in the castle in a remote place. Una the lady asks the queen’s permission that he wears the iron arm which he had to go. When he wears it with the shining silver cross he looks so handsome and powerful. He goes with her in order to save her parents. On the way he faces many adventures; a dark cave with snakes, a dragon, etc. in each adventure there is a vice symbolized with an animal. Once it is a snake with many heads, once it is dragon, etc. when he wins at the end he saves the parents and he wins Una as a wife. 
· It shows how a person should be strong against many vices. Una symbolizes Chastity. She also symbolizes the Catholic Church asking help from the Queen. We have also the love story and the happy ending which means the Queen is the protector and the head of the Anglican Church. So, there are many levels for the story. 
p.717: The Letter, line no.7, has the general theme:
I chose the historie of king Arthure, as most fit for the excellencie of his person, beeing made famous by many mens former workes, and also furthest from the danger of envie, and suspicion of present time. In which I have followed all the antique poets historicall: first Homer, who in the persons of Agamemnon and Ulysses hath ensampled a good governour and a vertuous man, the one in his Ilias, the other in his Odysseis: then Virgil, whose like intention was to doe in the person of Æneas: after him Ariosto comprised them both in his Orlando
· He chose King Arthur because he was famous already for many people; all English men knew him so he didn’t invent a new hero. He chose King Arthur for his historical depth. 
To the middle of page 717:
So have I laboured to do in the person of Arthure: whom I conceive, after his long education by Timon (to whom he was by Merlin delivered to be brought up, so soone as he was borne of the Lady Igrayne) to have seen in a dreame or vision the Faerie Queene, with whose excellent beautie ravished, hee awaking, resolved to seek her out: and so, being by Merlin armed, and by Timon throughly instructed, he went to seeke her forth in Faery land. 
· He made a relation between King Arthur and Queen Elizabeth so in all the twelve books King Arthur is looking for the Faerie Queen Aneas (to symbolize Queen Elizabeth) because he had read a tale about her saying that the Faerie Queen is so beautiful and brave and so and so and was looking for the lady in his dreams. Thus, Spenser gave Queen Elizabeth a historical depth.  
p.720: Canto I: 

The Patron of true Holinesse

foule Errour doth defeate;

Hypocrisie him to entrappe

doth to his home entreate.

· The language is very antique and archaic. He is saying here that hero has struggled with error and defeated it at the end. So from the very beginning we know that he is going to defeat error, hypocrisy and deception. 

I

A GENTLE Knight° was pricking on the plaine,

Ycladd in mightie armes and silver shielde,

Wherein old dints of deepe wounds did remaine,

The cruel markes of many'a bloudy fielde;

Yet armes till that time did he never wield:

His angry steede did chide his foming bitt,

As much disdayning to the curbe to yield:

Full jolly knight he seemd, and faire did sitt,

· As one for knightly giusts and fierce encounters fitt.
· The knight Holiness is coming in his mighty (strong) arm, and on the shield there are many cuts, which means that he had entered many battles before. In the first stanza, Spenser is describing his knight. We don’t know but his outer physical description. it seems that he had engaged himself in many battles; he is a real knight. And he loved to be in such situations, in the field. 

II

 And on his brest a bloudie Crosse he bore,

The deare remembrance of his dying Lord,

For whose sweete sake that glorious badge he wore,

And dead as living ever him ador'd:

Upon his shield the like was also scor'd,

For soveraine hope,° which in his helpe he had:

Right faithfull true he was in deede and word,

But of his cheere did seeme too solemne sad;

Yet nothing did he dread, but ever was ydrad.
· On his chest there is a bloody (red) cross. His dying Lord refers to Jesus Christ. This is why the cross is red as it refers to Jesus who was killed. So, the knight is wearing that mark on his chest as a jest to his lord, Jesus Christ who is always living in him. On his shield there is also another cross. He likes to help others. He was so faithful in both his deeds and words. His face seemed too serious and sad. Although he was sad and so great, he was not afraid of anything. 
· Now we not only know his physical shape, we also know some of his qualities. He has great faith, he loved Jesus Christ and he remembers his sacrifice for the salvation of Man. He is sad but he doesn’t have any fear. 

III

 Upon a great adventure he was bond,

That greatest Gloriana° to him gave,

That greatest Glorious Queene of Faerie lond,

To winne him worship (honor), and her grace to have,

Which of all earthly things he most did crave;

And ever as he rode, his hart did earne

To prove his puissance in battell brave

Upon his foe (enemy), and his new force to learne;

Upon his foe, a Dragon° horrible and stearne.
· Gloriana here refers to Queen Elizabeth; she is the symbol of glory. For her the knight is going on his great adventure to win her honor. He has asked her this grace and he wants it badly. Here he speaks about the mission of the knight. This mission was given by the Queen Gloriana. He yearned for this mission in order to prove that he is brave and also to win her grace. 
IV
 A lovely Ladie° rode him faire beside,

Upon a lowly Asse more white then snow,

Yet she much whiter, but the same did hide

Under a vele, that wimpled was full low,

And over all a blacke stole she did throw,

As one that inly mournd: so was she sad,

And heavie sat upon her palfrey slow;

Seemed in heart some hidden care she had,

And by her in a line a milke white lambe she lad.
· He was there ready to struggle against the enemy when Una came riding on a humble ass that was whiter than snow. The color white refers to purity. Her whiteness and purity was covered with a black veil. The black veil reflects the inner sadness; she was mourning. She had something in her heart which was sad. She was quiet and beside her was a lamb. The lamb is an allegory for Jesus Christ and the lady resembles the Anglican Church. 
End of Lecture
[image: image1.png]



Mrs. Eman Afifi

          2012

