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You need to be alert to understand the content of this semester. This semester we will cover the romantic poetry to the modern.  The romantics with all the major six poets and the details related to them and the changes of poetry with the lyrical ballads are of our interest. Moving on with the Victorian changes and development that England has faced socially, politically and literally during the 19th century all this is also of our interest. We cannot read poetry without referring to the social changes or the political situation to see how it reflected life of people at that time. Then, there is the modern age which is somehow and extension of the Victorian age with some certain changes and literary movements. We will have to cover the romantic period. We will work hard all together for that.
What we are going to say now is an introduction to the romantic movement, but before we start on this we will have to speak of the early enhancements that led for that major change in the fate of poetry. If you still remember we just left the 18th century. Of the major characteristics of that century; it was an age of reason, an age of tolerance and we saw that in its drama and the space those writers were given to speak freely of their society. We were to see people standing on the stage speaking of their daily critical issues that they meet in their society in all levels even political issues that changes society and this is a major change not just in literature but also to the valuables. 
This was an age of reason and people were rational  in approaches around literary issues. They were not to speak from their hearts, but from their minds. What was said was for establishing the real changes of society and what was said was not spontaneous but it was considerable.
So now we are leaving an age of reason with all the literary terms that was not created but refreshed or brought back from the classics including even some of their themes and their main concern was to criticize and correct. That age comes as a key study or observation of society and politics and an attempt to correct them was through literature. One of the poems of the old time is 'The Elegy'. 'The Elegy' is a celebration of victory at that war. To be rational or reasonable or to write something about society criticizing and observing or being keen in day to day life dealing with people to write about social or political affairs, that needs language and style that’s suitable to this aim or interest.
What existed at that time was the epic. Everything was in epic. A highly elevated language. We were to find epic everywhere, in satire, tragedy and poetry and all sorts of literary piece all written in epic.
 The general map for literature in general and poetry in particular in the last half of the 18th century shown that things were changing, but  was it a leap into darkness?, a hazard  attempt to write good things?, no it was a step by step a group of writers who wrote things that’s different from the previous age. We have a stage we call tee-lights and it was listed as the 18th century writers started to write elegy which is a part of the 18th century journey but politicians were fighting poets at that time. 
Speaking of an ordinary person than the elite. For example, if Dryden wrote an elegy to another poet in a highly elevated language in some kind of a race between the two of them and he uses passionate attitude of his issues with competition. That was of the 18th century. A well organized way of writing with highly elevated language and decorated style. They were to write couplets of two lines rhymed with the same rhyme and having the same length of lines.
When it comes to this tee-light stage people were used to write elegy describing or writing to someone, They use to write about acceptance of the ideas said as being a part of life which is planned by god. In the 18th century nothing is personal or subjective. He was writing a poem that ends by the end of the day with all the day works and activities. Because for him the day is a step out of darkness.
 Events on ground, political, international events encourage them to enhance their need for a change in writing poetry. One of the major interests that was about romantics, they were interested or the late 18th century talking about, and that was seen in their poetry that was affected by the political theatre. The new poetry was triggered by the change like the French revolution. That French revolution was all about freedom, human rights and equality. We would carry on each one of them and see how this major influence and these titles caused a change in poetry. 
The influence of the French revolution spread quickly through out all of Europe. It affected all people specially those who have access to France and interact with French people, but the literary affect was on philosopher, writers and artists who were used to get there. They were affected and the influence was clearly seen in their works of arts.
Our poet was one of those who had access to France and he was very open minded to see and understand the changes. The French war started late 18th century and was celebrated by all, but with the bloodshed people started to retreat from a complete support. That’s what was going with their politics and we would see the influence of this political situation on their arts and we even can relate that to certain names of artists but that’s not of our concern these are politics. In literature we are into poetry , just poetry. subject matter, situations changes of rhyme or rhythm its themes, only poetry. They received this revolution as an encouragement to go forward about human rights and equality and freedom. For poets freedom is when they have a full ability to speak and expressing themselves. That’s what they were living and making use of away from everything else. They started coming up with new ideas and discussing them freely.
 They started seeing that acceptance is only giving by god and that thought was growing up during the civil war. Nature was attendant with in all this. Here nature is a mother, is a god. They started expressing their ideas all that followed by subject matter, situations changes of rhyme or rhythm its themes all freely without any control. Language now is the language of every day manner not the language for the elite or high elevated for high man, but it's for everyone. Everyone would be a subject matter for poetry regardless of position, education or social background. Their language started to be the daily language and same for everything else subject matter was the daily subject matter and one of the poems that represents all these principles is 'Simon lee'. 
'Simon lee' a real experience experienced by Wordsworth himself who started writing through his memory about an old man uprooting an old tree. And after our poet helps him he is not dealing with the tree he is dealing with the tears of the old man. Our poet giving this man a hand, then the man in gratitude dropping tears…. All this is a description of a normal situation and it focus on a human being, a point of deserving to be respected as an old man who have needs and suppose to be respected as he is now weak. The language used in poetry of the previous age is very simple language. The bases of their poetry has philosophy behind it. It's that the achievement of any human issue of the great issue and being man is in itself a high issue, being created by god. Other poems you would find situations same like this for a man for example collecting harvest or another poem 'Mothers' mothers of little orphans. So the subject matters were simple and common not of the elite. In addition to issues and experiences of their literary work that would find everywhere in daily life. This is the equality that they had adapted from the French revolution was a theme of respect for human being.
This introduction is only a start to romantic poetry. This is considered a critical introduction to this age like the one you learned in criticism. You need to know about this age and its poets. We need to know Definition of their movement as being affected by certain events out of their society. Main features of their poetry we need to cover language , character, situations, subject matters..etc.
The first poem will be 'Simon Lee' where he said 'I wondered lonely as a cloud' he used lonely for solitude. We will study another poem which is autobiographical when it comes to ones experience called 'The Prelude' also for Wordsworth. Through these poems we will cover and understand the main features of the romantic poetry. 
In the romantic age we would find six main poets. William Wordsworth is the One. He established romanticism by writing a new poetry with certain approaches which is called the 'lyrical ballads' by both Coleridge and Wordsworth. They established the new approach within the lyrical ballads. Their approach got the attention and it was published and followed by many viewers. They started their approach by a preface to the lyrical ballads. They wrote it and published it together. Coleridge was not loyal enough and Wordsworth was the one to carry it all on and take all the responsibility for it.
 Definition of poetry to them : a spontaneous overflow of recollected experience. They had a vision and they know what was happening. He justified all what was written in the lyrical ballads . the justifications will be our topic to discuss as their poems had philosophical dimension. They know what are they doing. They had their own vision concerning nature, imagination  and they had their own vision of writing poetry,  what's poetry?, why do we write poetry?, to who do we write poetry?
Homework for next lecture …do the reading and ready for the discussion…

End of Lecture…..      

