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About charlotte Perkins Gilman's personal life:

When we are speaking about her family we know they are dysfunctional which means that things are not going harmoniously with them. This is the family of Gilman who wrote the "Late Comers". Charlotte Perkins Gilman is a feminist. She is an American lady and we are discussing her father and mother and how did they have problems. Her father simply left his family when she was one year old. Her family was a big family with relatives and that’s how she was moving in charity from one house to another of her relatives. She felt she was living on charity of her relatives. 
This caused lot of psychological disturbance for her. She had psychological disturbance and mental depressions or break downs but she was struggling for women's rights all her life. She died at the age 75 by committing suicide. Most of people who commit suicide are young but she was not young to commit suicide so it's unusual. What made it more unusual was that she was already sick and dying because she was suffering from cancer but she took her own life. 
She is an extraordinary women or novelist. She ran a magazine and the staff was just her and it was a successful magazine. She married twice. She loved her husband but she had a depression attacks that got her not to be able to take care of her kid that’s why she got a divorce. It's not easy for a woman and a mom to leave her child at a young age like she did. Then, she married another one who was a friend. She started writing and when she got married she got the name Gilman of her second husband.
So, briefly we are speaking about an American author who suffered from family problems throughout her life. She was living in America late 19th early 20th century which was an early time, yet she was a pioneer or educated. She was working as a governess. There were lecture halls instead of welfare means which were rare at that time. She was one of the lecturers and gets paid for these lectures. She was a lecturer, teacher, governess and writer.




About Gilman's literary works:

She put lots of intensity and emotions in a very short story and that’s the point of our study this time. She wrote many things but "The Yellow Wall Paper" is the master piece. In this novel she wrote many strong intense feelings and emotions may be reflecting her struggle with life specially against men. 

She wrote many books with interesting titles such as "Her Land" which is supposed to be an imaginary utopian novel. Utopia is an imaginary place where everything is perfect and ideal. Many writers wrote novels considered utopian novels about places where things happen perfectly. She wrote a novel "Her Land" and it was a kind of these utopian novels. 

She has another title called "Manmade World". In this feminist novel she is criticizing men and how they made everything according to their rules without thinking of women. The whole world to her in this novel is manmade and she is criticizing that because the result is a poor world full of starvations and wars. Then, she speaks of putting men a way somehow and making women in charge and see the difference that will happen. All her titles for her novels are interesting and give a hint of her novels and what they speak of.
 She wrote also "Women and Economics" it speaks about how women can run economy more better than men. So, simple for her if women are in charge things will be much better.
"The living of Charlotte Perkins Gilman…." in this first paragraph of this introduction we find a woman who was writing all her life even when she was a teenager. Then, she moved on in her life and got more mature. In her teenage days she was extraordinary because she was always asking herself what's her rule in this world?. She was asking deep real questions about herself and her goal in life because she didn't want to waste her life and that’s her sense of beauty and motivation. In this part we find the word conscious which is an important word in modernism. Our author is consciousness and feels herself as a human thinking women meant to do something which is unusual thing for a teenager her age and in such an dysfunctional disturbed life with her family.
She wrote her own life story and this autobiography was published after her death. She died 1935 and then the autobiography was published. Most of biographies written carry the name "the life of(..)" but her biography was named "living of charlotte Gilman" and the gerund she put in grammar is to be giving a sense of action or mobility. The difference between a verb and a gerund is the difference of changes and activities found in a gerund or life and that’s why she used it, to be more extraordinary. 
Many things about the title are mentioned in the introduction to this novel and will be presenting helpful information about the author herself.

In the introduction of the short story "Late Comers":

Moving on to the short story we will study for her "Late Comers" is a modernist novel where there are always secrets and uncertainty and unanswered questions. We are thinking of a plot, themes, time, place, style, narrator or our story teller and all novel elements. Because the novel is modernist. Then, we for sure there will be place and time importance as well as the narrator and the narrative point of view. Also, there will be uncertainty and never complete knowledge to the whole parts of the knowledge.
Time theme in the novels of modernisms amplify certain things of significance because we will always have no chronological order and time mentioned sometimes and some other times not that’s why need to mentioned all these not just time passage along the novel is the one to stand for time.
Place also is another important thing and we use the references mentioned between lines that refer to the places like for example in "The Yellow Wall Paper" she mentioned number of places but focused on one place. That’s the importance of the references to places not just one single place and that’s to describe the place or movement from time to time.
Each part of these points make a difference in novel discussion

The plot of "The Yellow Wall Paper":

The plot tell us about a small family of a husband, wife and a baby. We are not told much about the baby. The wife is having disturbances and getting mentally unstable. That’s why the family move to an isolated place by the countryside to rest the sick wife. While she is there, she is held in a room with yellow wall paper and she has nothing to do but work on her treatments described by her husband who is the physician treating her. He got her a house keeper to make sure the wife is all the time taking care of herself to be better. She starts feeling uncomfortable after she looks at the wall paper for long or long time looking at the window. By the time, she gets worst and we feel that she is reaching out to get mad. She start seeing or imagining things around her. 

The characters in the novel:

· We have an unnamed wife who is the narrator of the novel. We never knew her name although there were many dialogues between her and her husband but the name is never mentioned. 
· The husband Dr john who is a doctor supervising the treatment of his wife and taking care of her and getting her to rest to get stable nerves.

· A sister of the husband who does not appear a lot and she is mentioned most of the time as the house keeper or the one taking care of the house.

· A mysterious lady appears now and then.

· The baby: The baby in this novel stand for something because everything in novels stand for something with significance and we will discover it in our progress in the novel. The doctor is mentioned to be a good doctor with good reputation yet no patients mentioned than his wife.

·  We also have a reference to the original owners of the house who are mentioned as groups of people.

· Reference to two cousins Henry and Julia. We feel they are favorites to her. Whenever they get to the house, they stay which means they are of far place.

· We have a one reference to a mother and Larry.
We see the wife being lonely and whenever some certain people come to visit her she does not speak much about them. She was always asking for cousin Henry and Julia to come or her going to them which means she is comfortable with them.
All the time we will be thinking of the significance of each element about the character.

Narration:

In James's novella we mentioned that the third person narrator is there to give us a point of view about the character or comment on the action or event happening. Then, we would have a first person narrator who is close to the character and the psyche of the character described. The narration is not always first or third person may be some times in a dialogue. 
Here in this novel, we are having it sometimes as a diary starting with today this and that happened. In her diaries she mentioned many paradoxes like how her husband asks her never to write to be able to get more better, yet she is writing her own diaries. 
Her narration is in a form of diaries as well as first person narrator. Whatever she write is suppose to be true because she is writing her diaries and no reason to lie to herself while writing her own diaries. Sometimes she get tired after writing some few lines. As first person narrator who is writing diaries she is suppose to be speaking truth but that’s not the situation here.
The difference is that although it is suppose to be diaries, sometimes we feel she is speaking about things just of her imagination or things that cannot be logical. Things that cannot be real but just imaginative. The part of her imaginative words are to be clear to the reasonable reader who would feel distracted with this imaginative person who wrote these diaries. So, the way that we are told she is sick and not mentally stable, we become standing away without much trust of whatever this unstable lady will write and we will be skeptical and doubtful of her words. 
For more conflicts we would be trying to find out if she was stable in the beginning of the novel? May be the husband is making it up that she is sick and he goes out for his mistress not his patients because he stayed out for late time, maybe he want to get rid of this wife. Unanswered question but still a possibility because all women get depressed after giving birth to their kids and keeping them in a house like prisoner would get them more driven to madness. 
The ambiguity would full us with doubts specially as all the evidences can be driven in many directions to a mistress of a husband or the husband is trying to get rid of the wife to get her money or anything connected to a bad intention of the husband. So, we would have many questions and ambiguity in the novel.
Although the narrator never told us directly that she is getting better, we feel all the time that she is sliding down and deteriorating and getting more disturbance and being out of mind. What make us sure of this doubt is the actions that happen by the time we reach the end and seeing the wall paper torn to free the imaginative woman held prisoner behind it. Also, how her attitude to her husband changed from the respect and love she described him at the beginning to the fear and suspect at the end. That can be another reason to not believe all her words.
So, the deterioration of this lady is not told directly but told in different situations and in different ways with many events and actions as we mentioned above as examples of her feeling to her husband and her imaginative women who is held prisoner behind the wall paper. All that can confirm she is sliding down to complete madness.
Also, not the surrounds of the scene but the way she imagined the surroundings in a scene can be another confirmation on her being out of her mind because the surroundings never changed but she started imagining things till she reached a high level of imagining things and escalating to reach a dangerous degree.






Why can we look at Gilman as a feminist?

Charlotte Perkins Gilman is a feminist because in most of her works she used a name of a real doctor who was actually a bad man and that’s why she started mentioning how women are being used by men either intentionally or by mistake. 
Also, the attitude of writing the novel and the way of narration all support the fact that the writer is feminist because its written in first person narration and in a diaries written and spoken by a lady.
Focusing on the life style of women can be also used as an element of her feminist attitude because her she is representing how women are being held prisoners at home while men are outside working and women for them are just a secondary thing. 

