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Discussion on"The Beast in The Jungle" by Henry James:

About Marcher's character in chapter one:

We do not know anything about the physical appearance of Marcher but we know much about his inner self. He has a critical eye to words society based on his feeling of being better or superior.When he met May Bartram first in the party, he was not certain when or where or wither he saw her before. That would be a kind of a proof that he is much into himself when it comes to caring about people he spent time with them before.When he saw her in Italy, he was in a friendship relationship with her and that might be the reason he did not remember when or where he saw her before when he ran to her in the party.
He is a solitary man and that’s why he was happy when he met an old friend. The secret he shared with her then him trying to bring it up makes us see how he is an obsessed man with the same thought in Italy and long time later in London.

About Marcher's character in chapter two:

He is a good friend to words her and that was clear through this chapter with the event of the inheritance and her getting money what told us he feel happy for her. But again in this chapter we find how obsessed he is with the beast thoughts.
He is a character easily influenced by others. That was clear whenever May to tell him he is of a good brave man and he gets influenced by the thought of him being flattered with words of him being a hero and same human feature of being easily influenced by others can get us to say that he is a man who can be led in life and not to lead and we find that the beast leader for him is May.
He has an issue of fixed idea obsession because in this chapter when he feels she knows more than what she tells, he starts nagging about that with an insistence on his thought to be right and anything else is wrong.
About Marcher's character in chapter three:

Marcher in this chapter is described as an egoist which means a self centered selfish man.The new thing in this chapter is that we find out that he knows that about himself which is clear with him trying to avoid selfishness by taken her to the opera which is again another selfish action or a selfish method.This egoism looks extreme because in this chapter when she got sick, he did not care much but about himself and his secret and the obsessed thoughts he had.

About Marcher's character in chapterfour:

As we mentioned above, he feels superior and now May is the light to lead him in his life. That makes him feel she's better than him or superior which makes him in a paradoxical situation and that’s why he is persistent or he never give up on the obsessions or stop asking her about the same ideas he always think of. He is afraid of being abandoned and lives with a doubt of wasting his life for the illusion of the beast.

About Marcher's character in chapterfive:

In this chapter when May dies, we see how snobbish, powerless and selfish he is.The beast may be the solitude he met after May's death.To be snobbish is to feel better than others at some point and at someother point you would respect some people for their social class and family. If Marcher judges people with these measurements, then he is a snob. He judged her relative. He respect them for the money they will inherit but he was close to her and that’s why he hate them for having all the attention at the funeral which make us see how paradoxical he feels.Powerless, when she died because he met the mysterious power of death that shocked him and got him to stand powerless in the face of death.

About Marcher's character in the final chapter:

Of all the events throughout this chapter we can see much about his character. He became aman who lost his identity and no longer knows who he is. He traveled out of England and felt lost among the crowd. Same when he is back to London. Same when he is by her grave. If he does not stand by her grave, he does not know himself or find his identity. This is afinal stage about him and his psychological breakdown and a part of this breakdown is his sense of being lost.
This feeling of psychological disturbance was enhanced by him feeling guilty for being blind to see her love and what hurts more is that time is now late and she is gone. That led him to suddenly discover that the beast is him for not loving her and that’s the foolishness that he discovered in the last chapter by missing the chance to be with her. Such athought with the psychological disturbance he live in, easily caused his death at the end when he bend his head on the tombstone. 

Time as a theme and a setting:

In chapter one we have continuous theme of time as a river or a sea along the novel.When they met and remembered they met before, we find the events meeting in the content of time with moments of present and past to remember and reconstruct the memory. That’s what chapter one handled time as a theme going around memories.
In chapter two we have it with the death of the aunt and May inheriting money.Passage of time here in the passing of generations and younger generations alife inheriting the money of their elders. Their regular meetings and going out to galleries and opera that’s a passage of time because it happen all in a context of time as a setting except for the death of the aunt which is an event. We feel both of them May and Marcher are in a river floating passing their lives together.
In chapter threewhen he describe using words of fresh, means of youth but now nothing surprises him because now he is used to it by the time.
In chapter four we have spring where there is a kind of irony of the beauty of the spring and the sickness of May.With the same idea of time passing and changing from younger to older.
In chapter five and sixwe have the setting in her house then on her grave.Time here appeared with him travelling out for longer than a year yet never forgetting his loss. It became a regular habit for him to visit her grave all the time that reach to have his end on her grave. He traveled to forget but he never did and he regularly visits her grave.So, time as mentioned in life heals wounds and get people to forget their sorrows but not here because he can go as far and as long as he can go yet never forgot even after a year out of England and still this year wasnot enough to get him to get over the incident of her loss.
We also have the scenes all the time getting along with the events because we have him on her grave and it was in autumn which stands as a symbol of draught and death.



Space:

In chapter onewe have internal and external space which is London and the house and the opera. Space with the opera is related to the theme of arts, with the house of May Bartram is related to her illness. Another point of the house it also through the space of the setting of house here is a passage of time because it remind us of the aunt passing out then the money inherited.As for London as a place setting, it would be that people living in big cities are living in crowded cities yet people are isolated. But in this chapter we have ''Weather End'' as an outer space element.
In chapter twowe see Rome and Napoli as outer settings of places as civilization symbols. The galleries and museums are symbol related to the theme of arts. As for the inner space of the mind space ofMarcher it was  about how he thought of her as an independent woman after her aunts death and May buying a house.
In chapter fivemany things happened in his mind. Thoughts of losing here are many and are all of the inner space of Marcher. As for the outer spacein chapter five, he is in the house of May in the death chamber and in chapter six he will travel out of England.Tight narrow inner space thoughts shadowing darkness and sadness.
In chapter sixhe got back to what's called the city of the dead or the cemetery. We had her house,then he went all over the world, then back to London to the cemetery. He was among the graves representing that death is surrounding him.

Images in chapter one and two:

The image of seasons and names. Names are symbolic as for May is through his mind that he is always doubtful that may be this may be that and him Marcher as someone who is just walking and walking like a lost man.
 As for seasons they are symbolic and they get us to think of repetition in a cycle and time passage but with repetition in the same direction. Seasons are used ironically like spring when May was sick. Also, seasons are used metaphorically at the last scene when he is on the grave, we know its autumn or the season of death.
Lights and its relation to knowledge,beauty and purity and both are about May'sbeauty( of mind and soul)plusher knowledge all along the novel. Her words and thoughts and touches in her life were like lights because after her death his life was like darkness and doom.
Also, the image of the hunt. The hunter and the hunted and wither Marcher will be the hunter or the hunted.
Image of silence and wisdom as he described it was a sphinx.
May's house description is a symbol of her life because same way her house is tidy and organized same is her life.
An interesting image is the buried treasure which would be the secret that she knows and never said it out of her respect to the sacristy of the secret.May herself can be described as a buried treasure because a woman like that is really a treasure but he never knew her value.
