Modern Drama- Dr. Batool





What is the setting of act II? 
It is Higgins’ lab. It is morning- the next day. 
Mrs. Pearce is the house keeper.
Why does Mr. Higgins keep a housekeeper? 
He discusses marriage negatively. He does not want to marry.  
What are Doolittle’s views about marriage?
He thinks that if he marries a woman, he has some claims on her. If he does not marry her and only loves her, he becomes a slave for her. He will do as she likes. 
What is the deal between Higgins and Pickering? 
If Higgins teaches Eliza for the ambassador party, Pickering will pay all the expenses.
What is Eliza’s purpose in visiting Higgins?  
To take phonetic lessons,  to learn to speak well, to become a lady in a flower shop.
Eliza was to leave, but Higgins wants her to stay, how does he convince her? 
He gives her chocolate. He gives her money and jewelry. He promises her that she will dress fine dresses, ride taxies, young man will marry her.  
What is the first lesson in manners that Eliza teaches Higgins?
  If he was a gentleman, he would ask her to sit down. 
What does Mrs. Pearce ask Higgins to be careful about in the presence of Eliza?
To be careful about her manner- do not eat everything out from the same plate. Because of this habit, he had a trouble. He eats everything in the same plate. 
Do not come down in the sleeping gown. Do not throw things away. Put his slippers in their place and to be more careful about his personal habits. 
Why Does  Eliza wants to pay Higgins? 
Higgins wants to make use of Eliza.
How does Doolittle come to know about Eliza’s visit to Higgins?  
The landlady- the owner of the house where Eliza lives. 
Eliza received a lot of money from Higgins. At the beginning he refused to give Eliza money. The bell of the church rang. It was a reminder for him that he should give charity. He put his hand into his pocket and throws money into her basket. She was excited. She took a taxi. Next day she also took a taxi to go to Higgins.  
What is Doolittle justification- the proper reason-  of asking Higgins for money? 
He will not leave his daughter for free. His daughter belongs to him and they have to pay him money. 
Higgins accuses him of blackmailing; that he sent Eliza on purpose then he followed her to demand money from Higgins. 
Higgins knows from Doolittle’s accent that he is from Wales. It is an explanation for him for being a liar. People from Wales are usually dishonest.  He understands why he is telling lies. 
Pickering objects because he is from the same place. 
ACTII
Pickering is there at Higgins house. They are discussing different sounds. Pickering is a phonetician. Higgins thinks that the English alphabet do not pronounce all the possible sounds human being can make. English language does not have enough sounds and alphabets.
Pickering realizes that there are more than five vowels in English. Higgins tells him that he cannot feel the difference. He tells him that by practice, he can know the difference between them. 
Higgins introduces his character. 
Pickering is seated at the table, putting down some cards and a tuning-fork which he has been using. Higgins is standing up near him, closing two or three file drawers which are hanging out. He appears in the morning light as a robust, vital, appetizing sort of man of forty or thereabouts, dressed in a professional-looking black frock-coat with a white linen collar and black silk tie. He is of the energetic, scientific type, heartily, even violently interested in everything that can be studied as a scientific subject, and careless about himself and other people, including their feelings. He is, in fact, but for his years and size, rather like a very impetuous baby "taking notice" eagerly and loudly, and requiring almost as much watching to keep him out of unintended mischief. His manner varies from genial bullying when he is in a good humor to stormy petulance when anything goes wrong; but he is so entirely frank and void of malice that he remains likeable even in his least reasonable moments.
  Higgins’s lab. 
Robust vital= full of energy. 
Appetizing= a man who is willing –eager to participate in life. 
His temperament is scientific. He would like to go into the depth of things, things which are complicated. Things which are difficult to understand always attract his attention. His attitude is scientific, not artistic. 
He is violently interested in everything – he uses all his energy- that can be studied as scientific; things that need investigation, diagnosis, and thinking. 
He is careless about himself, his appearance. He is carless about people and their feelings. 
He o not look at what is his age, his size. He is like an impetuous baby.  
Impetuous= impulsive= someone who does things without thinking. 
He is like a baby taking notice eagerly and loudly like children. He takes notice openly. He requires watching. He always needs someone to watch him and supervise him- like children who always need watching. 
When he is in a good mood, he is bully- using his force. He become angry, annoyed in a stormy petulance= shout – cry when he is angry. He goes to the extremes. 
He is so frank. He does not keep anything at his heart. He is void of malice- having bad wishes for others. 
Void= empty.  
These are his characteristics which made him likeable despite his temperament. His temperament is not agreeable. Frankness of his manner, his good way like him likable. He remains likeable in his reasonable moments. He says what is true. His character remains likeable even he is not behaving very reasonably. He stills a likeable character because of the absence of malice in his heart.  
MRS. PEARCE [hesitating, evidently perplexed] A young woman wants to see you, sir. 
HIGGINS. A young woman! What does she want? 
MRS. PEARCE. Well, sir, she says you'll be glad to see her when you know what she's come about. She's quite a common girl, sir. Very common indeed. I should have sent her away, only I thought perhaps you wanted her to talk into your machines. I hope I've not done wrong; but really you see such queer people sometimes—you'll excuse me, I'm sure, sir— 
She comes to announce the arrival of Eliza. She does not  allow her directly. She did not bring the girl right away to Professor Higgins because the girl looks like from a very low class she could not have anything to do with the professor. There is so much difference in the class. There could not be anything between them- what business she could have with the profession. 
The girl has a unique accent. Her accent may be interesting for Higgins. 
She comes in . Higgins made a record f all the sounds she produced. He is disappointed. He does not show his disappointment openly. 
HIGGINS. Oh, that's all right, Mrs. Pearce. Has she an interesting accent? 
MRS. PEARCE. Oh, something dreadful, sir, really. I don't know how you can take an interest in it. 
HIGGINS [to Pickering] Let's have her up. Show her up, Mrs. Pearce [he rushes across to his working table and picks out a cylinder to use on the phonograph]. 
MRS. PEARCE [only half resigned to it] Very well, sir. It's for you to say. [She goes downstairs]. 
HIGGINS. This is rather a bit of luck. I'll show you how I make records. We'll set her talking; and I'll take it down first in Bell's visible Speech; then in broad Romic; and then we'll get her on the phonograph so that you can turn her on as often as you like with the written transcript before you. 
MRS. PEARCE [returning] This is the young woman, sir. 
The flower girl enters in state. She has a hat with three ostrich feathers, orange, sky-blue, and red. She has a nearly clean apron, and the shoddy coat has been tidied a little. The pathos of this deplorable figure, with its innocent vanity and consequential air, touches Pickering, who has already straightened himself in the presence of Mrs. Pearce. But as to Higgins, the only distinction he makes between men and women is that when he is neither bullying nor exclaiming to the heavens against some featherweight cross, he coaxes women as a child coaxes its nurse when it wants to get anything out of her. 
HIGGINS [brusquely, recognizing her with unconcealed disappointment, and at once, baby-like, making an intolerable grievance of it] Why, this is the girl I jotted down last night. She's no use: I've got all the records I want of the Lisson Grove lingo; and I'm not going to waste another cylinder on it. [To the girl] Be off with you: I don't want you. 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Don't you be so saucy. You ain't heard what I come for yet. [To Mrs. Pearce, who is waiting at the door for further instruction] Did you tell him I come in a taxi? 
MRS. PEARCE. Nonsense, girl! what do you think a gentleman like Mr. Higgins cares what you came in? 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Oh, we are proud! He ain't above giving lessons, not him: I heard him say so. Well, I ain't come here to ask for any compliment; and if my money's not good enough I can go elsewhere. 
HIGGINS. Good enough for what? 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Good enough for ye—oo. Now you know, don't you? I'm come to have lessons, I am. And to pay for em too: make no mistake. 
HIGGINS [stupent] WELL!!! [Recovering his breath with a gasp] What do you expect me to say to you? 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Well, if you was a gentleman, you might ask me to sit down, I think. Don't I tell you I'm bringing you business? 
HIGGINS. Pickering: shall we ask this baggage to sit down or shall we throw her out of the window? 
THE FLOWER GIRL [running away in terror to the piano, where she turns at bay] Ah—ah—ah—ow—ow—ow—oo! [Wounded and whimpering] I won't be called a baggage when I've offered to pay like any lady. 
Motionless, the two men stare at her from the other side of the room, amazed. 
She is trying to gain their sympathy. She thinks that she is a customer who brings business to Mr. Higgins. She is confident and becomes intimate. She turns from confidence into intimacy. She feels close and intimate. Mrs. Pearce is shocked from Eliza’s courage . 
He calls her a baggage. 
PICKERING [gently] What is it you want, my girl? 
THE FLOWER GIRL. I want to be a lady in a flower shop stead of selling at the corner of Tottenham Court Road. But they won't take me unless I can talk more genteel. He said he could teach me. Well, here I am ready to pay him—not asking any favor—and he treats me as if I was dirt. 
MRS. PEARCE. How can you be such a foolish ignorant girl as to think you could afford to pay Mr. Higgins? 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Why shouldn't I? I know what lessons cost as well as you do; and I'm ready to pay. 
HIGGINS. How much? 
THE FLOWER GIRL [coming back to him, triumphant] Now you're talking! I thought you'd come off it when you saw a chance of getting back a bit of what you chucked at me last night. [Confidentially] You'd had a drop in, hadn't you? 
LIZA. Oh, don't be silly. 
MRS. PEARCE. You mustn't speak to the gentleman like that. 
LIZA. Well, why won't he speak sensible to me? 
HIGGINS. Come back to business. How much do you propose to pay me for the lessons? 
LIZA. Oh, I know what's right. A lady friend of mine gets French lessons for eighteenpence an hour from a real French gentleman. Well, you wouldn't have the face to ask me the same for teaching me my own language as you would for French; so I won't give more than a shilling. Take it or leave it. 
LIZA [rising, terrified] Sixty pounds! What are you talking about? I never offered you sixty pounds. Where would I get— 
HIGGINS. Hold your tongue.

Doolittle came and took money from Higgins and left. 
The main part is about the education of Eliza- how Eliza learns language- what are the problems involved in her learning and problems which appeared after she has learned. 
What is the importance of introducing Doolittle’s character?
From his name- Doolittle, he does very little.  He wants to blackmail Higgins. He gains money by force. He does very little job.
He amuses us. He becomes with amusing ideas.  From the beginning of the play, Shaw’s comedy is working. Every scene and conversation is full of humor. We cannot take his character as a comic relief in the play.
Shaw’s plays are plays of ideas. He is more interested in expressing his ideas about different topics. He acts as a mouthpiece- spokesman to present unconventional ideas to shock people into thinking. 
Shaw introduces some characters to present certain ideas. He inserted Doolittle character to present certain unconventional ideas and opinions about certain sentiments so that people are shocked and start to think. 
His behavior shows that he is a pragmatist= a person who judges the validity of an idea or a system- he judges if they are valid or not- if they work or not. It depends on practicality- can we make use of it or not. If we can make use of it, it is right. 
Pragmatism is to judge a thing whether it is right or wrong. 
He is mainly concerned with his own interests- what can be useful for him- how things affect him. If they had bad effects on him, he rejects them. He chooses what ideas suit his interests. His philosophy is mainly concerned with how things are useful.
Eliza wants to improve her language and her life. She wants to move from low level to high level. Her father is satisfied with his low class. He does not want to change his life. He is satisfied. He does not want to move from low class to the middle class because in that case he will have to follow the morality of the middle class. Morality for him means no freedom. He will be loaded with traditions. Now, he is free. He has no conscience, no morality. There will be limits. That is why he does not want to improve his class, to become a middle class. He is living with his mistress. He does not marry her. she does not want to marry him. He wants to marry her but she does not want to. She has her own ideas.  She thinks that after marriage, husband becomes ill tempered. They stop being romantic. They behave harshly. They do not care about presents. If he is a man from the middle class, he will have to marry her. There are many things that will not be useful for him if he becomes of the middle class. He never thinks whether it is moral or immoral. 
Higgins offers him ten pounds. He only wants five. His own purpose is to have entertainment and enjoyment. It will offer him enjoyment for his mistress. If he gets more money, it will get to his mind the idea of saving money. He does not want to save money because he does not want to change his class. Saving means to think about future. It will put in his money to step forward . There will be less likely for entrainment. He will spend only on the basic needs. He will worry about the future. Worrying and thinking about the future means end of happiness. This is what he does not want. His main concern is to be happy. 
Shaw wants people start thinking.
Doolittle wants to remain in the low class and not to prove. He criticizes the middle class morality. They differentiate the poor into two classes, deserving poor and undeserving poor for giving charity. For deserving poor, they give charity generously. They do not give charity for the undeserving poor. He belongs to the undeserving poor. He makes his point that undeserving poor are in need for money as much as the deserving. They have the same needs or more. The morality of the middle class is just an excuse for not giving money for the undeserving. He gives the example of a woman whom he knows that takes money from six different charities for the death of her husband. 
Higgins accepts Eliza because he is interested in doing things which are different and demanding. 
Mrs. Pearce wants to bring the trouble into Higgins mind- that Eliza will learn many things. She tells him to think what will happen to Eliza after she learns. The girl is not a bubble on the beach that he will kick. It belongs to nowhere.  It is a non living thing. One may use it and then throw it away. Eliza is different from a bubble. She has a family. She may be married. He will get into trouble if he starts teaching her without thinking. She is not a non living thing like a bubble. She is a woman. She has feelings. After he is done with the experiment, her sensitivity may increase. Her emotional level may improve. It will not be easy for her to go back to her old life .
Pickering can see that but Higgins cannot see that. 
Beneath her dirty clothes, there is a character, a girl. Even in her poverty, she kept her moral intact- untouched. 
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