Modern Drama- Dr. Batool



· What is meant by Pygmalion?
It is a Greek myth. It tells about a sculpture that fell in love with a statue of a woman that he made. He prayed to the goddess of love to give it life. She became alive. He married her. Her name is Galatia. 
The name Pygmalion establishes a relation between the myth and the play. We raise expectations- looking at the title, reading the beginning, the sculpture, the maker made a statue and fell in love with it and married it. We expect that the play will be like this. 
We expect that it will be a romantic play, that there will be romance, love affair between the hero and the heroine. He might create something.
These are our expectations. 
The play opens. We are introduced to characters.
Act I introduces to us characters without names at the beginning. Names are not important because it is a public place where people do not know each other.
Characters are mentioned by “the one standing here” the one sitting there” the one carrying flowers” “ the note taker” the gentleman” ‘ the flower girl” 
· What is the setting of the play?
The Setting: 
 The setting of the play is- Saint Paul   Church . The front part of the church where there is a ceiling and no walls are around- so one can take shelter.
The play is about phonetics- correct pronunciation- correct speech- and its relation with classes- class distinction. 
To write a play about phonetics, about variety of accents, the writers bring people of different accents together. Accents differ not only from person to person but it also differs from class to class, from less educated to highly educated people. it will be difficult in common circumstances to bring people of different accents. It means people from different classes. Accent is a characteristic of a class. It will be very difficult in normal conditions to bring people from different classes in one place. They are not friends. They do not socialize.
· How does the playwright achieve this? Bringing so many people from different social classes in one place?  
Rain brings anyone in the street to run for shelter. 
It is Covent Garden. It is a market place where people usually come to buy. 
Rain is a factor that helps the writer to bring people from different classes in one place. The place is near a market place where people might come to buy things. It is the time when the theatre closes. Many people will come out of the theatre. 
The exposition is not given in retrospection, by remembering what happened. He had not given any retrospection technique. He started from present. He brings people from different classes driven by rain at the time when the theatre closes so that there will be many people in the streets.
· Why can’t Freddy get a taxi easily?
Taxies are not to be found. Taxies are in short because there are so many people coming out of the theatre. Whatever taxies are available, they are taken by people. 
In this way, the writer has succeeded to bring people from different classes, having different accents. He wanted to draw the attention of the audience towards different kinds of accents which have developed in the English language in the same city. 
Shaw has much objection to corruption in language. This corruption could be easily noticed only if different accents are presented at the same time that makes people aware of the corruption of language.  
There is little action in Shaw’s plays. They depend on talking. It is mixed with wit and humor. 
Taxi drivers are afraid of the rain. They keep away. It is the time when the theatre closes. Taxies that are available must have been taken by other people. 
· What does his mother angrily tell him to do?
She tells him to go and try to find a taxi, not to come back without a taxi. 
· Going out of the shelter, Freddy collides into a flower girl. How is the impact of his collision reinforced?
Freddy’s mother and sister  chide him, and as he runs off to try again to find a cab, he knocks into Liza, a flower girl, spilling her flowers into the mud. Freddy's mother gives her sixpence when she complains that her flowers are ruined.
Whenever there is a collision, the sound is stronger than the real accident. It is made stronger by background music. Actual sounds reinforced= supported- made stronger so that they affect us more. Any accident is reinforced by background music. 
In this play, the background music is provided by nature. At the same time of the collision between Freddy and Eliza, there is thunder and lightning.  It reinforces the impact. 
· Why does the mother quickly agree to pay the girl for the damage to her flowers?
After Freddy leaves, the mother gives the Flower Girl money to ask how she knew her son's name, only to learn that "Freddy" is a common by-word the Flower Girl would have used to address anyone. The Mother gives the Flower Girl money to find out how she knew her son's name shows the Mother's fear that her son might be associating with the wrong so
The mother is very curious to know how such a girl from a low social background , with her poor accent- Everything proves that she is from a very low class- could know her son to the extent that she calls him by name directly. That is why the mother was ready to pay her money to know. 
· Why does the mother blame the flower girl for deception?
The mother heard the flower girl calling her son ‘Freddy” but later on, she says that she did not know him. She denies that she knows him.  Mother doesn’t believe her. Her deception is one side. It is the mother who is deceived. This what she believes. The mother does not believe Eliza when she tells her that she does not know her son. 
· Why does the girl become hysterical?
They told her that there is someone whom they call a gentleman who is writing down her speech. She is afraid that he would accuse her of immorality. 
· How does the Note-taker gain interest of the crowd?
He becomes popular in the crowd. He can tell where any person has come from. He tells about the origin of the people through their speech. He can identify the origin of people through their speech. 
· Happy is the man who can make a living by his hobby.” Explain (by common sense).
Hobby is something that is done by a person in his free time. Make a living, earning a living is by a job that one does to provide him with all the necessities of life. The job one gets may not be the job that he enjoys. If one can make money by using the same hobby it means that he will have double benefits, to earn living and at the same time he will enjoy it. 
· Why do common people of London need the help of a phonetician?
Most of people speaks the cockney dialect; the dialect of the lower class. People of lower class and middle class improve their conditions. They buy houses in better places. They change their dresses and everything but they cannot change their language. They want to hide in people. They do not want people to know their origin. Their origin is known the moment they speak. They change everything but they cannot change their speech. These people need the help of a phonetician to complete the shift from the lower class to the higher class. 
People who make progress and change their class badly need the help of a phonetician. They can get everything by money, but their speech betrays them.   

· Why does the Note-taker consider the flower girl an insult to the English language?
According to Professor Higgins or the Note-taker, English is considered a superior language. He expressed this superiority by connecting it to important figures in history. It is the language of Shakespeare and Milton. This proves that he thinks that the English language is a superior language. She is lucky to be the native speaker of that language. She is not a foreigner to that language. A speaker of a superior language must speak it properly or he will be insulting it. To speak a superior language in a corrupted accent is an insult. 
· What does he claim to accomplish about the flower girl?
He claims that he can pass this girl off a duchess. 
Pass off= to present someone in a way that people will accept him as another person.
· How can this be useful for the flower girl?
By learning to speak better English, she could get a job as a shop assistant. She will not have to sell flowers in the streets because this job needs better speaking skills. 
· Who do the Gentleman and the Note-taker turn out to be?
Colonel Pickering and Professor Higgins
· Why does the flower girl tell the taxi to go to the palace?
She does not want Freddy to know where she lives. She lives in a very poor neighborhood area. 
· Mention two instances when the flower girl lies.
First, when she tells the taxi driver to go to the palace. 
Second, she tells the taxi driver she has taken taxies for hundreds and thousands of times. 
She tells Higgins that she has a change of five crowns. She lied to him to take money. 

We will pick some instances of comedy and some important ideas. 
You might have a question to write about the source of comedy. 
We are introduced to a group of people. It is a very good instance to learn herd instinct. 
How do people behave when they are in a large group? 
They behave differently when they are alone. When someone is alone, he uses his own mind and his own judgment. He responds according to his own. But, when he is part of a crowd, he mostly does what the other people are doing. 
When the mother and daughter are talking about the long way and how they are getting chill to the bones, a bystander enters the conversation. 
THE DAUGHTER [in the space between the central pillars, close to the one on her left] I'm getting chilled to the bone. What can Freddy be doing all this time? He's been gone twenty minutes. 
THE MOTHER [on her daughter's right] Not so long. But he ought to have got us a cab by this. 
A BYSTANDER [on the lady's right] He won't get no cab not until half-past eleven, missus, when they come back after dropping their theatre fares. 
THE MOTHER. But we must have a cab. We can't stand here until half-past eleven. It's too bad. 

He uses double negative. They won’t be able to find a taxi till half past eleven. 
He gives his own opinion. As a reaction, mother gives strong objection.
THE BYSTANDER. Well, it ain't my fault, missus. 
THE DAUGHTER. If Freddy had a bit of gumption, he would have got one at the theatre door. 
THE MOTHER. What could he have done, poor boy? 
THE DAUGHTER. Other people got cabs. Why couldn't he? 
Freddy rushes in out of the rain from the Southampton Street side, and comes between them closing a dripping umbrella. He is a young man of twenty, in evening dress, very wet around the ankles. 

Gumption= common sense
The daughter says that if Freddy has common sense, he would have gone at the theatre door to find a taxi easily. 
The daughter seems to be inconsiderate. She does not care much about Freddy. 

FREDDY. Oh, very well: I'll go, I'll go. [He opens his umbrella and dashes off Strandwards, but comes into collision with a flower girl, who is hurrying in for shelter, knocking her basket out of her hands. A blinding flash of lightning, followed instantly by a rattling peal of thunder, orchestrates the incident] 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Nah then, Freddy: look wh' y' gowin, deah. 
FREDDY. Sorry [he rushes off]. 
THE FLOWER GIRL [picking up her scattered flowers and replacing them in the basket] There's menners f' yer! Te-oo banches o voylets trod into the mad. [She sits down on the plinth of the column, sorting her flowers, on the lady's right. She is not at all an attractive person. She is perhaps eighteen, perhaps twenty, hardly older. She wears a little sailor hat of black straw that has long been exposed to the dust and soot of London and has seldom if ever been brushed. Her hair needs washing rather badly: its mousy color can hardly be natural. She wears a shoddy black coat that reaches nearly to her knees and is shaped to her waist. She has a brown skirt with a coarse apron. Her boots are much the worse for wear. She is no doubt as clean as she can afford to be; but compared to the ladies she is very dirty. Her features are no worse than theirs; but their condition leaves something to be desired; and she needs the services of a dentist].

The other name for the play is “ A Romance in Five Acts” 
When this girl is introduced, she is not at all romantic. 
Although the title of the play “ A Romance” he very early says that she is not romantic at all. So, we must drop our idea of romance that we have formed from the beginning. We should not take it for the meaning of a love affair. It is different from what we have expected. This will break all notions about romance. 
Soot= dust mixed with smoke 
soot of London that comes out of the chimneys.  
Seldom= rare
The color of her hair is not natural. It is the result of dust.  
She is no doubt as clean as she can afford to be;
She is given a sympathetic look. 
Cleaning is an affordable thing. She does not have soap to clean herself. She does not have another dress to wash the one she is wearing. Compared to the ladies, she is dirty in appearance. Her features are no worse than theirs.  
their condition leaves something to be desired; and she needs the services of a dentist].


THE MOTHER. How do you know that my son's name is Freddy, pray? 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Ow, eez ye-ooa san, is e? Wal, fewd dan y' de-ooty bawmz a mather should, eed now bettern to spawl a pore gel's flahrzn than ran awy atbaht pyin. Will ye-oo py me f'them? [Here, with apologies, this desperate attempt to represent her dialect without a phonetic alphabet must be abandoned as unintelligible outside London.] 
THE DAUGHTER. Do nothing of the sort, mother. The idea! 
THE MOTHER. Please allow me, Clara. Have you any pennies? 
THE DAUGHTER. No. I've nothing smaller than sixpence. 
THE FLOWER GIRL [hopefully] I can give you change for a tanner, kind lady. 
THE MOTHER [to Clara] Give it to me. [Clara parts reluctantly]. Now [to the girl] This is for your flowers. 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Thank you kindly, lady. 
THE DAUGHTER. Make her give you the change. These things are only a penny a bunch. 
THE MOTHER. Do hold your tongue, Clara. [To the girl]. You can keep the change. 
THE FLOWER GIRL. Oh, thank you, lady. 
THE MOTHER. Now tell me how you know that young gentleman's name. 

is e?= e= he
Low class people do not pronounce “ h” sound 
Wal, fewd dan y' de-ooty bawmz a mather should, eed now bettern to spawl a pore gel's flahrzn than ran awy atbaht pyin

= if you had done your duty with him as a mother, he would not spoil a [poor girl’s flowers and ran away without paying” 
THE FLOWER GIRL. I didn't. 
THE MOTHER. I heard you call him by it. Don't try to deceive me. 
THE FLOWER GIRL [protesting] Who's trying to deceive you? I called him Freddy or Charlie same as you might yourself if you was talking to a stranger and wished to be pleasant. [She sits down beside her basket]. 
THE DAUGHTER. Sixpence thrown away! Really, mamma, you might have spared Freddy that. [She retreats in disgust behind the pillar]. 
An elderly gentleman of the amiable military type rushes into shelter, and closes a dripping umbrella. He is in the same plight as Freddy, very wet about the ankles. He is in evening dress, with a light overcoat. He takes the place left vacant by the daughter's retirement. 

The daughter objects that the mother gave Eliza sixpence. She could have given it to Freddy to find a taxi. 
Eliza gets money from the gentleman. 

THE BYSTANDER [to the girl] You be careful: give him a flower for it. There's a bloke here behind taking down every blessed word you're saying. [All turn to the man who is taking notes]. 
THE FLOWER GIRL [springing up terrified] I ain't done nothing wrong by speaking to the gentleman. I've a right to sell flowers if I keep off the kerb. [Hysterically] I'm a respectable girl: so help me, I never spoke to him except to ask him to buy a flower off me. [General hubbub, mostly sympathetic to the flower girl, but deprecating her excessive sensibility. Cries of Don't start hollerin. Who's hurting you? Nobody's going to touch you. What's the good of fussing? Steady on. Easy, easy, etc., come from the elderly staid spectators, who pat her comfortingly. 

Bloke= slang for = person
She was sitting. She springs up terrified. Even her movement is not balanced, not controlled. She is accessibly sensitive. Her responses are much exaggerated. Exaggerated response shows bad culture. It shows ill training, bad training, and low culture. 
She tries to get the sympathy of the public. All of the people there do not know what was happening. Because her response was very noisy, everyone got interested and wanted to know what has happened.   
Short sentences are spoken by different people. 
In a public, very small things become a story. 
People were sympathetic but they disliked her excessive sensibility. 
Cries of Don't start hollerin. Who's hurting you? Nobody's going to touch you. What's the good of fussing? Steady on. Easy, easy, etc.,
These are the voices of the people.
            Less patient ones bid her shut her head, or ask her roughly what is wrong with her. A remoter group, not knowing what the matter is, crowd in and increase the noise with question and answer: What's the row? What she do? Where is he? A tec taking her down. What! him? Yes: him over there: Took money off the gentleman, etc. The flower girl, distraught and mobbed, breaks through them to the gentleman, crying mildly] Oh, sir, don't let him charge me. You dunno what it means to me. They'll take away my character and drive me on the streets for speaking to gentlemen. They— 
 
Other people who were less patient asked her to shut up. 
Another group crowd in. they increase the noise with questions and answers. They started building a story. 
Eliza addresses the gentleman asking him not to let the note-taker charge her. 
THE NOTE TAKER [coming forward on her right, the rest crowding after him] There, there, there, there! Who's hurting you, you silly girl? What do you take me for? 
THE BYSTANDER. It's all right: he's a gentleman: look at his boots. [Explaining to the note taker] She thought you was a copper's nark, sir. 
THE NOTE TAKER [with quick interest] What's a copper's nark? 
THE BYSTANDER [inept at definition] It's a—well, it's a copper's nark, as you might say. What else would you call it? A sort of informer. 
THE FLOWER GIRL [still hysterical] I take my Bible oath I never said a word— 

Take me for= what do you think I am. 
He is not a police man. A policeman wears a different kind of boots. 
copper's nark?= slang for= a police man= a sort of informer 
The bystander uses a slang word and the note-taker is anxious to write it down. 
The bystander uses the word but he cannot define it. 

THE NOTE TAKER [overbearing but good-humored] Oh, shut up, shut up. Do I look like a policeman? 
THE FLOWER GIRL [far from reassured] Then what did you take down my words for? How do I know whether you took me down right? You just show me what you've wrote about me. [The note taker opens his book and holds it steadily under her nose, though the pressure of the mob trying to read it over his shoulders would upset a weaker man]. What's that? That ain't proper writing. I can't read that. 
THE NOTE TAKER. I can. [Reads, reproducing her pronunciation exactly] "Cheer ap, Keptin; n' haw ya flahr orf a pore gel." 
THE FLOWER GIRL [much distressed] It's because I called him Captain. I meant no harm. [To the gentleman] Oh, sir, don't let him lay a charge agen me for a word like that. You— 

[overbearing= 
His character is a mixture of overbearing and kindness. 
Once she knows that he is not a policeman, she gets courage. She gains confidence and asserts herself. She asks him what he has written about her. She cannot read. Everyone wants to know what he has written. It is beyond the understanding of that girl. 
The girl is consumed with self-pity. The people around become sarcastic, critical about the note-taker. 


THE BYSTANDER. He ain't a tec. He's a blooming busybody: that's what he is. I tell you, look at his boots. 
THE NOTE TAKER [turning on him genially] And how are all your people down at Selsey? 
THE BYSTANDER [suspiciously] Who told you my people come from Selsey? 

Busybody= the one who interferes in others affairs. 
First people were afraid that he is a policeman. Once they discovered that he is not a 
Policeman, all the fears have gone and they start criticizing him. 

THE NOTE TAKER. Never you mind. They did. [To the girl] How do you come to be up so far east? You were born in Lisson Grove. 
THE FLOWER GIRL [appalled] Oh, what harm is there in my leaving Lisson Grove? It wasn't fit for a pig to live in; and I had to pay four-and-six a week. [In tears] Oh, boo—hoo—oo— 
THE NOTE TAKER. Live where you like; but stop that noise. 
THE GENTLEMAN [to the girl] Come, come! he can't touch you: you have a right to live where you please. 
A SARCASTIC BYSTANDER [thrusting himself between the note taker and the gentleman] Park Lane, for instance. I'd like to go into the Housing Question with you, I would. 
THE SARCASTIC BYSTANDER [not attending to her] Do you know where I come from?
THE SARCASTIC BYSTANDER. Yes: tell HIM where he come from if you want to go fortune-telling.
THE SARCASTIC BYSTANDER. I can tell where you come from. You come from Anwell. Go back there. 
THE NOTE TAKER [helpfully] Hanwell. 
THE SARCASTIC BYSTANDER [affecting great distinction of speech] Thenk you, teacher. Haw haw! So long [he touches his hat with mock respect and strolls off]. 
Hanwell. = it is a lunatic asylum= a place made by the government to keep mad people. 
THE NOTE TAKER. Simply phonetics. The science of speech. That's my profession; also my hobby. Happy is the man who can make a living by his hobby! You can spot an Irishman or a Yorkshireman by his brogue. I can place any man within six miles. I can place him within two miles in London. Sometimes within two streets.
THE NOTE TAKER. A woman who utters such depressing and disgusting sounds has no right to be anywhere—no right to live. Remember that you are a human being with a soul and the divine gift of articulate speech: that your native language is the language of Shakespear and Milton and The Bible; and don't sit there crooning like a bilious pigeon.



articulate speech= meaningful speech. This articulate speech differentiates between human being and animal. 
The  note-taker thinks that the human being must be differentiated  from animals through the speech. The ability to speak is a god-gift. 
Her speech does not consist of words. It consists of sounds. These sounds are meaningless, difficult to understand. That is why they are depressing. When some one hears it, he does not get the impression that he is speaking to a person. They are very gloomy sounds. The person who speaks these sounds is not a human being. He does not have the right to live with the human being. The ability to speak is a blessing. If one corrupts his speech it means that he is thankless to that blessing. 
This language is a superior language. It is the language of Shakespeare and Milton. It is a language that has long history. It is not only used for speaking, it is used for writing. It is the language of the Bible. He adds importance to the English language by relating it to important figures of the history of literature and religion. Religion and literature emphasizes the importance of language. English deserves more respect than any other spoken language, according to the writer. 
don't sit there crooning like a bilious pigeon.
Bilious= sick 
He compares her to a sick pigeon. 
The theme of language is introduced in this speech- how the importance of language is connected to human being especially to English. 
THE NOTE TAKER. You see this creature with her kerbstone English: the English that will keep her in the gutter to the end of her days. Well, sir, in three months I could pass that girl off as a duchess at an ambassador's garden party. I could even get her a place as lady's maid or shop assistant, which requires better English. That's the sort of thing I do for commercial millionaires. And on the profits of it I do genuine scientific work in phonetics, and a little as a poet on Miltonic lines.

Kerbstone= the stone from which the pavement is made. 
Kerbstone English= the kind of English dialect spoken by uneducated and poor people. 
Her accent will keep her in the gutter.  She will never make progress. She will always live a miserable life. He will be denied any good job because her speech does not fit that job. She will suffer all her life in poverty. 
The importance of language is emphasized. 
He brags about his ability to teach the girl a good language. it is a treasure for the girl. She gathers information and later on she decides to learn the language to improve her life. 
He thinks that a girl who speaks such accent has no right to come to church. Being in the church is a great insult to the church.
He shows to the girl by relating her to higher places that she is an insult because of her speech. She is an insult to religion, to the English language, insult to religious places. 
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