Modern Drama- Dr. Batool




He was born in Dublin- Ireland. He is an Irish writer. He matured in England. His father was a merchant who was given to- used to - drinking . Whatever he earned, he spent on drinking.  His mother was a music lover. She left his father early. She went to England with her music teacher. This is the family he grew up with . He was a neglected child. He was sent to a private school but he hated his school. Very early, at the age of 16, he started to work as a clerk. He did the job very honestly but he also hated this job. He never enjoyed his job as a clerk- counting other people’s money, not his. 
Later on, he went to England and joined his mother there. He started writing as a journalist. He wrote many articles on revolutionary topics. He was a thinker, not an ordinary man. He was different from other people. Other people thought that prostitution is a crime. He thought why those women become prostitutes. It is because they are poor. 
He joined Fabian Society. It is a socialist organization. He believed in equality. He thought that his country should move from Capitalism to Socialism but not through revolution. He wanted a gradual shift- step by step- from Capitalism to Socialism. He wanted a gradual shift through peaceful means, like debates. He never liked demonstrations. For this organization, he gave many lectures and wrote many articles expressing his point of view. 
He began with novel writing. He wrote five or six novels which did not become popular. Then, he took to play writing. He wrote more than sixty plays. He is a prolific writer. 
He did not believe in any organized religion. The life he lived like the life of any religious person. He believed in equality. He never drank. He believed in peace.  He was not against any religion but at the same time, he did not follow any religion.  
When he died, he left a will that his body must be burned. 
Plays before Shaw and Ibsen were mainly about emotions; a play about jealousy, love. Shaw did not write plays about emotions. He wrote plays about ideas. His plays focus on ideas not emotions.  He wanted to convince the audience to believe in his ideas. His ideas are about different things. He wanted the readers to listen to his point of view. His ideas are mostly about social, religious or economic problems. His plays are called “ Drama of Ideas or Problem Plays ” a problem is tackled in the play. At the end of the play, sometimes a solution is suggested for this problem. Sometimes, the problem is left unsolved. 
What kind of problems did he discuss in his plays?
· Prostitution
· Slum Landlordism 
· Education – he criticized the kind of education given to children and the treatment that they receive. He believed that schools are prisons for children. He thinks that children are kept at school because they should not disturb their parents. 
· Religion- he did not believe in any organized religion. He thought that it is difficult to teach religion to people if they are hungry. Religion is not affected in all classes. He thought that it is important to demolish class distinction and then religion will be successful. He thought that poor people are cared for by charity organizations. They are supported by rich people who made the poor suffer, who are responsible for the poverty.  He wanted to open the mind of the people to think , not to accept things as they are. 
His most philosophical idea is the idea of the life force. This is the strong feeling to want the life to continue. Life is valuable. It must continue. Anything that comes in the way of life is wrong. It is important to save life and make it better. People must be working on improving their own life and the life of the next generation. They should arrange that the next generation must be better than this. He says that it is the responsible of the family and of the government to get a better generation. Government should provide for the money for the training of the children. 
In one of his plays, he went o the extreme idea that all parents are not allowed to have children because all of them are not good mothers .he does not want weak, handicapped, unhealthy children. All children must be physically and mentally healthy. 
The government should provide the money or the care of the children. 
Shaw is anti-sentiment.
Sentiment= your ideas about something with which you attach your emotions. For example, one’s opinion of his country that he must love his country- his opinion about the country is that country must be loved. Anybody who might harm one’s country is his enemy. He attaches his emotions, loves the country, and hates anyone who would harm his country.
He said that emotions are wrong sentiments. He does not want us to follow emotions, but to follow reason. It is to love one’s country if it is taking right decisions. If it is taking wrong decisions, one should hate it. One should not follow emotions but to follow reason.
In many cases, one should not follow reason, but they should follow the instinct. 
He was totally against war. He said that war is created by Capitalists. War benefits Capitalist because they have factories that make weapons, guns.  During war, they earn a lot.
He wants to draw the attention of those people towards who cause wars. War is legalized butchery. Loathing and mass murder in war is called victory. 
In his play “ Arms and the Man” He wanted to show the power of instinct.  
A girl feels happy because her fiancé was a captain in the army. She heard that he was the leader and he advanced in front of the army battalion. He attacked them and he was successful. She is very happy to be engaged to a person like that- a brave soldier. While war was going on, another soldier runs away from war to save his life. He is coward. To save his life, he jumped from the window into the room of that girl. In a conversation with the girl, he says what really happened. He said that nine out of ten soldiers are stupid by birth. She should not think so highly of them. Those who have been in many wars, they are experienced; they keep chocolate in their pockets instead of the bullets. they know what is needed more. 
“Pygmalion “
Main themes:
·  Language Pronunciation
· Class distinction
· Middle class morality  
Important characters:
· Higgins- a phonetician 
· Pickering-  he studies different dialects of language. 
They work on the pronunciation of a girl so that she can speak properly. 
· Eliza – who sells flowers in the streets. 
The play opens- act I – setting is a public place. So many people gather trying to find a shelter from rain. Pickering is writing down in his notebook. He is a gentleman.
There is a bystander. 
There is a family- mother, daughter and son. They are standing there waiting for a taxi. 
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