Modern Drama- Dr. Batool



Elements of drama:
Classical drama is either happy or sad. When drama started, the purpose was to celebrate religious stories- at the beginning, drama was religious. Then drama was secularized. Scenes, acts, techniques changed. Drama moved from religious to secular= worldly- about the world. The purpose of drama was to entertain. 
Comedy is about common people- life- funny situations.
Melodrama shows the fight between right and wrong, load voices, bloodshed….. 
What are factors that changed melodrama into modern drama? 
People realized that life is not like what is shown on the stage. This thought motivated to write something about life. This started realistic movement- Realism. 
There are certain other factors; scientific movements, social movements which led to the birth of realism. It started in the mid 19th century. 
Structure of Drama: 
· Plot
· Characters
· Conflict
· Exposition- the beginning part-
· Rising action
· climax
· Resolution 
In modern drama, structure hanged. In old drama, conflict is external —between two characters- it could be between a character and his circumstances. 
Now, in modern drama- the conflict is internal- between man and his desires- in his mind- between desire and duty. 
Old drama focuses on society. It was about kings, queens, and people from higher class.  
Modern drama focuses on individuals- on one person. Modern drama moves from higher class to lower class. It deals with the problems of lower class. 
In modern drama, the plot is unconventional. It does not follow the traditional plot- it is not chronological- events are arranged chronologically- according to time. Techniques have changed. In unconventional plot, there is no chronological order. We can have flashback. 
Stage could be realistic- lifelike- in modern drama, setting has some movements that are not realistic. 
Lighting is used to show mood- gloomy- dark- frightening- costumes= specific dress could be
Props- objects-Furniture on the stage- they are set on the stage according to the technique. Characters use things on the stage. They move on the stage to be realistic.
Speech: dialogue- monologue- soliloquy- aside   
Soliloquy= the character is thinking loudly- he speaks loudly so that the audience would know what he is thinking about. The person is alone on the stage
Aside= there would be two or three on the stage. Aside means that one of these characters are speaking to the audience, the other characters do not hear him. The other characters do not know. The other characters make that they are not hearing. It is make-believe. The other characters are not supposed to hear the character who is speaking aside. 
· The industrials England- the workers life- very miserable life of the workers- poverty- child labor- the rise of crime because of poverty- such conditions of society draw the attention of the  authors to write something about it, to understand the truth. They started writing about the problems of the society.
· Charles Darwin” Theory of Evolution” it was something very new belief. All human beings and animals had evolved from a simple living. Before, they used to believe those human beings are superior, while other creatures are inferior. The new idea was that human beings are not superior; they are relative to non human creatures also. 
· Heredity and environment was the implication of this theory. The personality of a character is made by heredity and environment. No one can be blamed for his behavior. No one can choose his parents. One cannot understand his environment while he is a child. When he grows up he comes to know the difference between his environment and others. Heredity and environment are two important factors which make our personality. Whatever people are, whatever they do , they are not responsible for. There are other factors that would share the responsibility. This idea affected literature. New ideas appeared in literature under the influence of the theory of Darwin. His theory” Survival of the fittest” the person who can adapt the development in the new environment will survive. The person, who cannot change, cannot survive. Man has to socialize with others. 
· Freud’s theory of psychoanalysis 
These are very important factors which influenced drama. 
We cannot judge a character only by his speech and behavior. Our behavior might not reflect our real personality. Drama before was about the external behavior of people. Modern drama started to focus inside. It was the influence of Freud. 
Modern society is characterized by chaos. Modern drama shows violence. There is lack of communication. People feel lonely. They wish for making relationships. 
Trends- Movements in modern drama:
Realism started before the modern age. In modern drama, there are some changes. We have changed forms of Realism and Naturalism . Modern drama has a new version of Naturalism and Modernism- real people and real problems- life-like situations- select some details from life and make a whole story to be believed as a real life. Realistic plays were objective. They are more about society. 
Modern drama starts from 1890 onwards.  
Naturalism is based on realism. It is changed realism. After some changes, realism became naturalism. Realism might skip some details of the society. Naturalism does not skip. It depicts life as it is , with no selection- real people, real situations- contemporary ideas. Naturalism depicts life as it is whether it is beautiful, ugly, moral, immoral   everything will be shown. Naturalism depends on the idea of heredity and environment- under the influence of Darwin. It shows mechanist society where everybody is taking care of his own interest. 



 



















Dr. Lila Batook

Modern drama: 
What is the relation between modern drama and the other phases of drama?
What is modern drama?
It discusses about the society- real conflict- real people- society. It talks about the problems of middle class society. It does something more than other types of drama, when we read a play, we feel that we know the characters. Analysis digs into the inner personality of a person. They deal with middle class people because they are representative of the society- class. This person reflects his society and his class.
With the effect of Freud, writers start to make psychoanalysis f the character. They do deep into that person. 
Plays on the stage use different techniques, different properties, different ways of delivering ideas, different techniques- flashback- projecting some pictures- background of something- enhancing an idea that happened in the past- instead of saying it orally, it is going to be projected on the stage for the audience-  
Lighting is an important technique in modern drama. It focuses on lightening with the help of the producer. Producers help playwrights into producing their plays on the stage. They will be able to us light in order to focus on certain events- certain features of the character.  
There are other techniques used by modern writers rather than dialogue. Before, it was only dialogue. Modern writers use other techniques to project their ideas and their characters. 
In modern drama, the setting is realistic. Realism is an important aspect of modern drama. The play appears as a reflection of life- as real life. The setting is used by the playwright to enhance the idea of realism. The setting can be exactly like real life. 
In modern drama , we have all kinds of  conflict in drama ; internal or external. 
The use of music to emphasis an event, enhance any kind of setting is a characteristic of modern drama. 
In modern drama, we have all types of drama; tragedy, comedy or a mixture of both. 
In modern drama, the end of the play is not the end of the story. It is not resolved completely. There is no clear cut ending of the play. The audiences are involved in the issue of the play. It is to encourage the audience to think of might happen o those characters in the play, to think of possible solutions that can be done in certain situations. 
Modern drama is a reflection of life. It represents something related to life and people. These people need not only to be entertained in the theatre but also to learn. 
Modern drama presents modern issues of modern life. 
Style of writing:
Since playwrights represent modern issues, their aim is to criticize the society in order to improve it. This is the use of introducing modern problems on the stage in order to criticize, to find solutions.
Realism is a very important aspect of modern life. 
Realism is not a modern aspect of modern drama. It becomes a complete movement in the modern age. 
In real life, we have mixture of everything. In this way, modern plays are realistic because they represent real issues related to life and real characters. There is realism in characterization, themes, setting, techniques, styles, properties used on the stage. 
Realism means that everything is represented as in real life. 
Henrik Ibsen- A Norwegian playwright- is the one who established Realism in modern drama. 
Realism in modern drama started late 19th century. 
This movement of realism developed more and more and became more complicated. It developed into Naturalism.
Naturalism is built on realism.   
What is the difference between Realism and Naturalism?
Naturalistic playwrights tend to give more details of the nature of life they are presenting. 
Naturalistic and realistic stage all present a copy of life. In Naturalism, we have more details. Very specific details are presented on the stage. Everything is really presented on the stage. it gives more details of the setting. It focuses on the effect of the environment. It focuses on the character, the behavior of the character and how his behavior is affected by the environment and how it affects the society, people around that person. This was due to Darwin’s theory. He believes that every person inherits some instincts in his character, but how he behaves, what is the relation between people are around him, how it affects the behavior of that person. They believe in the power of heredity and environment. It is a very important point related to Naturalism. How does the environment affect the character and his behavior and how his behavior affects the society around him. 
Realism became more complicated into Naturalism. Then, Naturalism became more complicated. Some playwrights think that they do not have to represent everything in real life on stage. One thing can represent many things- they wanted a symbol- an icon to represent things. There is no need of going into details. It is not necessary to have the whole environment. More complicated movements started to appear like Symbolism. 
Symbolism is the opposite of Realism. Things cannot be expressed through rational means.  s    symbols evokes things in our mind. Things are evoked. They are not described as in Naturalism or realism. It is not directly described.  It is something that needs connection- to connect a relationship between that symbol and a situation or a character in the play.
“The Wild Duck” what is the symbol of the wild duck?

Opposite to Naturalism, there is little scenery. One item or symbol reflects many things.  
Expressionism- Impressionism are different ways of representing ideas of playwrights.
Expressionism: to express- there is something expressed through a given issue in the play. It is similar to symbolism. It is related to express inner things feelings. 
Modern man is turned into a machine. In modern plays, people presented not like a human being, but as a machine. Life is fearful and ugly. Man is suffering. 
This expression led playwrights to issue the epic theatre. It is one type of modern theatre in modern drama. What is significant about the epic theatre is alienation- the alienation of the audience is the main issue of the epic theatre. It keeps the audience alienated- at a distance.  
I other kinds of plays, there is involvement of the audience.  Epic theatre is the opposite. It insists that the audience should be kept away from the whole action, should watch from a far distance, and should not be highly involved with the characters. The only aim of the epic theatre is to alienate the audience, to keep the audience at a distance. There is action and conflict in the play. The audience should not be fully controlled through using certain techniques. These plays are called episodic plays= every act is a complete episode in itself. There is an interval between scenes. He intends to make the period longer between one scene and the other to have time to think of what is happening. If the action moves from one scene into another, there is no time for the audience to think of what happened. We get immediately involved with the continuation of action. When there is an interval- long time for the audience, we start thinking of what has happened. Through these intervals, he uses certain techniques to raise the attention of the audience, to make them think not to sit idle waiting for the coming action. Lighting is one of the techniques used in modern drama. 
Because it is episodic, scenes are fragmented- pieces- no continuation. Sometimes they have musicians on the stage to distract the attention of the audience to be aware that it s not real life. It helps in alienating the audience, in not letting the audience be purely involved in the matter. He actors are talking to the audience to distract the involvement of the audience to feel that it is not real life.   This is the purpose of the epic theatre which is the alienation of the audience. 
Theatre of the Absurd is one of the theatres that are very common in modern time. It was established by Samuel Becket- an Irish playwright- but it is not an Irish Movement. He was living in France. He was influenced by the French drama at that time. 
Absurd= meaningless-purposeless- nonsense- absurd- something that does not have a meaning- something that does not have a purpose. This is a feature of the modern age. It is due to the economic and industrial revolutions- two world wars- suffering and violence related to these wars had created violent people and people who think that there is no use of this life- life has no purpose. This atmosphere was reflected in the theatre of the absurd- there is no understanding on part of the human. This life is a place to exist in that has no use, no purpose, everybody is going to die.
There is no setting. The stage is merely bare. the play starts and ends with the same situation. The play is a representative of the absurdity of life that is felt through the action of the two characters.  
Theatre of Anger is one feature of modern drama. 
People had unfulfilled promises and frustration in society. It caused anger. Whatever happened in reality is reflected on the stage.   Some dramatists tried to show this anger of the new generation on the theatre.  People became violent and angry. This restless condition of people at that time is shown in this title Angry Young Protagonist- the protagonist will be an angry man who has potentials but the circumstances did not allow him, so, he just remained angry. Anger overcomes his logical thinking. 
Anger is a feature of modern drama in the 50s and 60s of the 20th century. 
The main theme of the theatre of anger is anger. We see people who are angry because of the situation that was around them. It is anger and violence that were connected. People were violent even in their treatment of their own relatives. 
The idea of nostalgia is another theme that is related to the theatre of anger. There is always something that they are thinking of. 
Henrik Ibsen
Henrik Ibsen belongs to a rich family but his father was bankrupt. When he was very young, his mother lost his money. He wanted to be an apprentice- to learn a skill from someone- of a chemist. He had to study medicine. He failed admission test.
His first play was not a success. His later plays were successful. He became more confident. He started expressing his own ideas and beliefs. 
He went on writing more plays. He was recognized as a dramatist. He was encouraged to express his own ideas. His drama is drama of ideas. His language is poetical. Later, he wrote psychological realism.  Realism was given psychological depth in modern drama. Ibsen shows realistic characters with psychological depth- how characters think- their inner conflict. Realism was given a psychological color- dimension.
This psychological analysis reveals negative qualities of the human being- self-love. 
It is very clear in “ The Wild Duck” we have a character who insists on doing something. Other characters in the play are idealistic- they insist on being ideal- they might corrupt people around them. 
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