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Top-down and Bottom-up
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In top —down processing
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the reader or listener gets a general view of the
reading or listening passage by, in some way,
absorbing the overall picture
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This 1s greatly helped if the reader or listener’s
schemata allow them to have appropriate
expectations of what they are going to come
across
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In bottom-up processing
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the reader or listener focuses on individual
words and phrases, and achieves understanding
by stringing these detailed elements together to
build a whole
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Different
Skills
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3. Reading and listening for general understanding(SKIMMING)
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Good readers and listeners are able to take in a stream of
discourse and understand the GIST of it without worrying too
much about the details
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Reading and listening for such ‘general’ comprehension means not
stopping for every word, not analyzing everything that the writer or

the speaker includes in the text
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4. Reading and listening for specific information(SCANNING):
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contrast to reading and listening for gist, we frequently go to written
and spoken text because we want specific details
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We may listen to the news, only concentrating when the particular
item that interests us comes up.
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5. Reading and listening for detailed information:
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Sometimes we read and listen in order to understand everything we
are reading in detail
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