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Contrast Essay

Gapan and the United States: Different but Alike'
4 The culture of a place s an intsgraF part of s soclety whether that place

Is & remote Indian vilage In Brazl o & highly Industrialized city in Western
Europs. The culture of Japan fascinates people n the United States because,
at first glance, t seems so diforent. Everything that charactarizes the

United States —newness, rasial heterogenaity.? vast terory, Informalty, and

an et of indvidualism'—is absent in Japan. There, one finds an ancient and
homogeneous' society, an ethic that emphasizes the importance of groups,

‘and a traditon of formal behavior governing every aspect of day livng, from
drinking tea to saying hello. O the surface at least, U.S. and Japanese
socleties seem totally opposite.

2 One obvious difference s the people. Japan is a homogenous society of
one nationality and a few underrepresented minority groups, such as the ethnic.
Chiness and Koreans. All areas of government and society are controlled by the
Japanese majorty. In Cortrast, altnough the United States is a country with
criginally European roots its iberal immigration policies have resulted in ts
becoming a heterogeneous society of many ethnicitiss—Europeans, Africans,
Asians, and Latinos. Al are fepresented i all areas of USS. soclety, ncluding
business, education, and polfics.

3 Other areas of difference betwesn Japan and the Urited States involve
185005 of group Interaction and senss of space. Whereas people in the United
States prida themselves on individualism and informalty, Japanese value groups.
‘and formalty. People i the United States admire and reward & person who
rises above the crond; I contrast, @ Japanese proverb says, “The nail that
sticks up gets hammered dowin." In-addition, while North Americans' sense of
size and scale developed ot of the vastness of the continent, Japanese genlus
Tles In the diminutive and miniature* For example, the United States buids,
airplanes, whilo Japan produces transistors

4 Inspite of these difierences, thes two apparently opposite cultures share.
soveral important experiences.

5 Both, for example, have transplanted cultures. Each nation has a ‘mother”
Society—China for Japan and Great Britin for the United States—that has.
influenced the daughter in countless ways: n language, religin, ar, fterature,
Social customs, and ways of thiking. Japan, of course, has had more time than
the United Statos to work out ts uniqus interpretation of the older Chinoso.
culure, but both countries reflect their utural ancesty.
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Chapter 7 | Comparison/Contr:

& Both societies, moreover, have developed the art of business and com-
merce, of buying and seling, of advertising and mass producing, to the highest
levels. Few sights are fore reassuring to people from the United States than the
tens of thousands of busy stores in Japan, especially the beautifu, welk-stocked
department storos. To UsS. eyes, they seem Just ko Macy's or Neiman Marcus
homa. In adtion, both Japan and the Unitod States are consumer societies
“The people of bth countiies love 10 shop and are enthusiastic consumers of
convenience products and fast foods. Vending machines seling everyting from
frosh flowers £ hot coffee aro as popular in Japan as they are i the United
States, and fast-food rioodle shops are as common In Japan as McDonald's
restaurants are in the United States.
7 Afiial similarty 1 that both Japanese and people In the United Stafes have
alivays omphasized the Importance of work, and both are paying penalies for
their commitment to i:increasing stress and weakening family bonds. People In
the Urited States, especially those in business and in the professions, reguiarly
put I twelve or mors hours a day at thelr ob, just as many Japanese.
‘oxecutives o, Also, whi tho normal Japanose workwesk s six days, many
Peoplo i the United Statos who want {o got ahoad voluntarly work on Saturday
‘and/or Sunday in addtion 1o their norma five-day workviesk.
& Japan and the United States: different, yet alke. Although the two socities
ifer In many aroas such as racial hetorogensity versus racial homogenaity,
inclvicualism versus group cooperation, and informal versus formal forms of
behavior, they shire more than one common experience: Furthermors, thelr
iferences probably Gontribute as much as their Smiartes foward the mutual
Interest the two countries have in each other, I il be intaresting to sse where
this reciprocal fascination leads in the future.

Wiing Technique Questions
1. Tn which paragraph(s) are he similrities discussed? In which parsgraph(s)
are the differences discussed?
Vhat is the function of paragraph 47

Organization of Comparison/Contrast Essays

Point-by-Point
Organization

The first ‘£ @ Suceessful comparison/contrast essay is to organize it
carefully

‘One way t0 organize a comparison/conrast essay s 10 use point-by-point organiza-
tion, which is similar o the logical division pattern studied in Chaper 4
ample, that you want to compare two jobs. First, make a list of
tha are important to you: salary, benefits, opportunities for advancement,
phere, commuting distance from your home, and so on. Each fac’
tor, or point of comparison, is like a subtopic in a logical division
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Witing Technique Questions
. 15 the topic of this essay primarily the causes or the effects of shyness?
‘Which paragraph(s) discuss(es) the causes?
Which paragraph(s) discuss(es) the cffects?
‘What two subtopics are named in the thesis statement?
‘Which paragraph(s) discuss(cs) the first subtopic?
Which peragraph(s) discuss(es) the second sublopic?
What s the function of paragraph 37
‘Which pattem (A, B, C, or D) does the model follow?

Fill in the boxes to show the block organizational pattern of the essay. Write in the
e topic of cach paragraph and tell whether it is a cause or an effect. The first two boxes

rization have been filled in for you.

|

Imapucnon | Thesls statement: They have foun that shyness
i an incvidual can reaut from both biclogical
and envronmental actors.

et cavse: genetics

Chain ‘The other organizational pattern you can use to write about causes and effects is

Organization  chain organization. In this patter, causcs and cffects are linked to cach other in
 chain, One event causes a second even, which in tur causes a third event, which
in twm causes a fourth event, and so on. Each new cause and iis effect are links in
a chain. Depending on the complexity of the ideas in each link, you can devote
an entire paragraph to one lnk, or you may include several links in one paragraph,
or you may describe the entire chain in one paragraph. Chain organization usually
works better than block organization when the causes and effects are too closely
linked to be separated. Notice the chain paitern in the following diagram.
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