discourse topic:
· The concept of topic is elusive; different scholars use it to refer to different phenomena, from a constituent of a clause to propositions of a text.
· Nunan (1993: 125). Topic is “the subject matter of a text.”
· a means of delimiting a unit of text/talk; the central orhanizing principle for a lot of discourse
· There is no widely accepted definition.
Sentential Topics:
· A traditional grammatical analysis of a sentence:
Topic		Comment
Mary		saw John. 
Subject	            Predicate
Mary		saw John.
That new book on discourse analysis, I haven’t read yet.	
Content-based Definitions of Topic:
· Keenan & Schieffelin. Discourse topic is not simply a NP or a sentence. It is the PROPOSITION, about which the claim is made or elicited.
· The approach is close to the understanding of discourse topic as a TITLE OF DISCOURSE.
· Example 1
	Passers-by ignored a man’s pleas for help as he lay bleeding in a Chengdu street after being stabbed nine times by a gang of robbers, The West China Daily reports. Onlookers refused to even lend him a mobile phone to call for help. A passing nurse eventually came to the man’s aid. (South China Morning Post, January 21, 2004).
· This text could have several titles each of which would facilitate understanding.
Topic Framework:
· As there is a large number of phrases expressing the topic of even a short text, a topic framework was introduced.
· A topic framework depends on which features of context became activated in a particular piece of discourse. 
· Activated features of context- those aspects that are directly reflected in the text  
· Example 2 (see handouts):
· The speaker are talking about:
· 	Al Green- famous singer - “I am so tired of being alone” – Rolling Stones – famous group – “I can’t get next to you” – “L” train – Abbey wants to sit next to Kevin
· The topic framework:
· 	Conversation between Abbey (around 23 y. o., Chicago grad student) and Kevin (around 24-25 y. o., Chicago resident) on the Chicago “L” train at a rush hour. Abbey wants to sit next to Kevin.  Kevin sings “I am so tired of being alone” by Al Green, a famous American singer, etc.
Topic Framework vs. Presupposition pool:
· The final topic framework would represent a combination of elements derived from the activated physical context (time and place, facts about the speaker and the hearer), and from the discourse fragment itself (people, places, entities, events, facts, etc.) often previously mentioned in the discourse.
· Topic framework – a useful tool for a discourse analyst
· The elements that are made explicit by the speaker (and are captured by the topic framework) reflect  his assumptions about the speaker’s knowledge
· Hearer: ‘why that now, and why to me??
· Venneman: presupposition pool a collection of elements from the a) general knowledge; b) the situative context; c) completed part of the discourse, which are relevant to interpreting the discourse (see Brown and Yule). 
· Each participant in the discourse has one and his pool is added to as the discourse procedes
Relevance of Conversational Contributions:
· Gricean maxim of relevance: participants of the conversation have to make their contributions relevant in terms of the existing topic framework, i.e.  they  are expected to be speaking topically. 
· A feature of naturally occuring conversation
· Participants are speaking topically when they pick up the elements  from the preceding speaker’s contribution and include them into their contribution. 
· EXAMPLE 3
Speaking Topically and Speaking on the Topic:
· There are situations, however,  where participants have to concentrate on a particular entity,individual,  issue (E.g. a debate, the President’s speech). 
· When participants ignore the previous speaker’s contribution, they are often speaking ON THE TOPIC. (cf. Ex. 
· Interaction of the two: SUPERTOPIC vs. BASIC TOPICS (Chafe)
Development of Topic:
· Some topics are not relevant to a particular conversation because it is a general rule about conversation that it is your business not to tell people what you can suppose they know. 
Topics are often not fixed beforehand, but NEGOTIATED
· Example 4
· SPEAKER TOPIC= ‘what I think we are talking about’ (Brown & Yule)
· Sometimes, when a new topic is introduced into the conversation by one of the speakers, another speaker does not want or simply can not contribute to the topic framework. 
· Example 5
· Example 6
· ‘what I think you (not we) are talking about 
· Sometimes the “lost speaker” would produce some contentless noises, which are called back channels (Duncan). 
· Skip-connecting: the speaker skips over one utterance (that of their partner) and carry on the conversation on the topic they have introduced themselves:
Speaker A: Topic A
Speaker B: Topic B
Speaker A: Topic A
Speaker B: Topic B. 
· Children learn the strategy of topic selection and change early on (Nunan, 1993: 102).
·  Gender influence on the choice of topic:
· Some topics are more interesting to women than to men (physical appearance, weight, food and diets).
· Women are normally more interactive than men.
·  What one woman proposes as a topic is progressively built upon by another woman. 
· Women normally put more effort into maintaining solidarity during interaction than men: they try to avoid conflict and minimize face threats. 
The Topic Boundaries:
· Written discourse – paragraphs. Paragraphs can be formed for the sake of appearance and design of the page.
· Both written and spoken discourse - some adverbials (time adverbials, which can give a temporal sequence, and connectives like furthermore, however, so, etc).
· Spoken discourse - paratones: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The whole of the first clause or sentence has rising pitch;
· The end of a paratone is marked with a very low pitch, quieter and lengthy pause;
· The end may also repeat a phrase from the introductory expression which open the paratone. 
· Markers of topic shift, discourse markers  (HW)

