
ANASF 
 

 

 
 Semantics and Pragmatics 

Instructor: Dr. Abdulrahman A. Alsayed 

Lecture 11 -The Problem of Universals 

Speech Act Theory الكلام  نظرية فعل  

 Speech act theory is a theory of language based on a book called 
“How to Do Things with Words” by the Oxford philosopher John L. 
Austin.  

 ِغ أش١اء ذفؼً أْ و١ف" تؼٕٛاْ وراب ػٍٝ ذؼرّذ ٌغح ٔظش٠ح ٟ٘ اٌىلاَ  فؼً ٔظش٠ح 

  أٚسرٓ أوسفٛسد جْٛ اٌف١ٍسٛف لثً ِٓ" اٌىٍّاخ
 The theory states that language is as much a mode of action as it 

is a way of conveying information.  
  اٌّؼٍِٛاخ ٌٕمً ٚس١ٍح ٝ٘ وّا ػًّ غش٠مح ٝ٘ ِا تمذس اٌٍغح أْ ػٍٝ ٕظش٠حاٌذٕص. 

 Speech acts include: locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary 
acts. 

 ٠ٍٟ ِا اٌىلاَ أفؼاي: locutionary، و illocutionary ,   و perlocutionary 

 In the locutionary act we are simply ‘saying something’ that has 
meaning. In other words, a locutionary act produces an 
understandable utterance. 

 ًالقول فعل أخرى، وبعبارة .معنى لدٌه التً 'الشًء نقول' ببساطة نحن : اللفظً الفعل ف 
 .مفهوم كلام ٌعطً الذي

• Locutionary meaning includes sense and reference. 
 ًإ١ٌٗ ِٚشاس ّؼٌٍٕٝ يٛشِّ ٠ؼٕٟ اٌمٛي فؼ. 

• There is a concentration on the locutionary aspect of the speech 
act in constative utterances. 

 اٌخثشٞ إٌّطٛق فٟ اٌىلاَ فؼًٌ اٌٍفظٟ اٌفؼً اٌجأة ػٍٝ ذشو١ز ٕ٘ان. 
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 In addition to simply saying something meaningful, we may 
also use utterances for particular purposes, e.g. to answer a 
question, to announce a verdict, to give a warning.. etc. as we 
do when making performative utterances.  

 اٌىلاَ سرخذَٔ لذ أ٠عا ٚٔحٓ ِؼٕٝ، ٌٗ شٟءٌ تثساغح اٌمٛي إٌٝ تالإظافح 

 لإػطاءٚ اٌحىُ، ْػلالأ اٌسؤاي، ػٍٝ ٌلإجاتح اٌّثاي سث١ً ػٍٝ خاصح، لأغشاض
  . أدائٟ ولاَ ذمذ٠ُ ػٕذ ٔفؼً وّا اٌخ..  أزاس

 In this sense, we are performing an illocutionary act. 

 ٟاٌفؼٍٟ ٍّغزٌٜ أداء فئٕٔا اٌّؼٕٝ ٘زا ف . 
 Thus, the illocutionary act is the performance of an act in 

saying something. 

 ،ِا شٟء ٌمٛي فؼً أداء ٘ٛ اٌفؼٍٟ اٌّغزٜ فئْ ٚ٘ىزا.  

 Through the illocutionary act (or simply the illocution), an 
utterance made by a speaker has significance within the 
conventional system of social interaction (this system includes 
conventions of thanking, promising.. etc).  

 ِٓ أْ اٌىاذة أٚ اٌّرىٍُ ٠ش٠ذ ِا(  اٌّغزٞ اٌحذز تثساغح أٚ)اٌفؼٍٟ اٌّغزٜ خلاي 

 ٌٍرفاػً اٌرم١ٍذٞ إٌظاَ فٟ أ١ّ٘ح ٌٗ اٌّرحذز تٗ أدٌٝ ولاَ ٘ٛ اٌّرٍمٟ إٌٝ ٠ٕمً

 .(اٌخ..  ٚاٌٛػٛد اٌشىش أػشاف إٌظاَ ٘زا ٠شًّ) الاجرّاػٟ
 One way to think about the illocutionary act is that it reflects 

the intention of the speaker in making the utterance in the 
first place. 

 اٌىلاَ جؼً فٟ اٌّرىٍُ ١ٔح ٠ؼىس أٔٗ ٘ٛ اٌفؼٍٟ اٌّغزٜ فٟ ٌٍرفى١ش ٚاحذج غش٠مح 

 .الأٚي اٌّماَ فٟ
 
 



ANASF 
 

 2  

 

 Other examples of illocutions defined by social convention (in 
addition to promising and thanking) include acts such as: 
accusing, greeting, admitting, apologizing, challenging, 
complaining, offering, congratulating, praising, giving 
permission, proposing marriage, and others. 

 ِٓ تالإظافح) الاجرّاػٟ ا١ٌّثاق حذد٘ا اٌرٟ تاٌمٛي ٠ٕفز فؼً ػٍٝ الأخشٜ الأِثٍح 

 ,accusing, greeting : ِثً الأفؼاي ٘زٖ ٚذشًّ (ٚاٌشىش ٛػذاٌ إٌٝ
admitting, apologizing, challenging, complaining, offering, 

congratulating, praising, giving permission, proposing 
marriage ..،الأفؼاي ِٓ ٚغ١ش٘ا. 

 E.g. Saying: “I’m very grateful to you for all you have done” 
performs the illocutionary act of thanking, which is the 
speaker’s intention in making this utterance. 

 قولل مثلا“I’m very grateful to you for all you have done” ٞ٠ؤد 

 .اٌىلاَ ٘زا اذخار فٟ اٌّرىٍُ ١ٔح ٘ٛ اٌزٞ اٌشىش، ذٛج١ٗ ِٓ اٌفؼٍٟ اٌّغزٜ

 The perlocutionary act (or just simply the perlocution) carried 
out by a speaker making an utterance is the act of causing a 
certain effect on the hearer and others through that utterance 
(in Latin “per” means: “through”). 

 ً٠جؼً ِّا اٌّرىٍُ تٙا ٠مَٛ (اٌرأث١ش حذز تثساغح فمػ أٚ) إٌطك ػٓ اٌّرشذة اٌفؼ 

 فٟ) اٌىلاَ ٘زا خلاي ِٓ ٚغ١شٖ اٌساِغ ػٍٝ اٌرأث١ش تؼط ٠سثة فؼً ٘ٛ اٌىلاَ

  through ": "ذؼٕٟ  ”per“" اٌلاذ١ٕ١ح

 For example, if someone tells you “There’s a bee in your left 
ear”, it may cause you to panic, scream and scratch your ear.  

 ٌه ٠مٛي ِا شخص واْ إرا ِثلا" "There’s a bee in your left ear قد فإنه 
  .الأذن وخدش الصراخ الذعر، لك ٌسبب
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 Causing these emotions and actions is the perlocution of this 
utterance, or the perlocutionary act someone performs by 
making that utterance. 

 ما شخص تأثٌر حدث أو الكلام، هذا من الفعل تأثٌرل والأعمال المشاعر هذه تسبب 
 .الكلام هذا أداء طرٌق عن

 The perlocution of an utterance is the causing of an effect to 
happen, perhaps even without the intention of the speaker, 
through the utterance.  

 المتكلم، نٌة دون من حتى وربما لحدث، تأثٌر فً التسبب هو الكلام من الحدث تأثٌر 
 .الكلام خلال من

 Thus, the point of carefully distinguishing the perlocutionary 
aspect of the speech act from others is that perlocutions can 
often be unintentional. 

 ،أْ ٘ٛ ا٢خش٠ٓ ِٓ اٌىلاَ ٌفؼً اٌحذز ذأث١ش جأة تؼٕا٠ح اٌر١١ّز ٔمطح فئْ ٚ٘ىزا 

 .ِمصٛدج غ١ش ذىْٛ ِا غاٌثا اٌحذز ذأث١ش

 • Illocutionary act vs. perlocutionary act: 

 The illocutionary act of an utterance is: 

 قانون illocutionary هو الكلام من 
1. intended by the speaker, 

 المتكلم قبل من المقصود 
2. under his full control,  

 الكاملة سٌطرته تحت 
3. and if the illocutionary act is evident, it is evident when the 

utterance is made. 
 الكلام ٌتم عندما الواضح منف واضح، الفعلً المغزى كان وإذا. 
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On the other hand, the perlocutionary act performed through an 
utterance is:  

 هو: الكلام من خلال ٌؤدٌها perlocutionary، فإن فعل من ناحٌة أخرى

1. not always intended by the speaker, 

 المتكلم قبل من دائما المقصود لٌس 

2. not under his full control,  

 الكاملة سٌطرته تحت لٌس 

3. and is usually not evident until after the utterance is made. 

 الكلام إجراء بعد حتى واضح غٌر ٌكون ما وعادة. 
 

 For example, the act of thanking someone is illocutionary because it is 

something that a speaker can decide for himself to do, and be sure of 

doing it when he decides to do it.  

 ٍٝأْ ٠ّىٓ اٌزٞ اٌشٟء ٘ٛ لأٔٗ اٌفؼٍٟ اٌّغزٜ ٘ٛ شخص شىش ِٓ فؼً اٌّثاي، سث١ً ػ 

  .تزٌه اٌم١اَ ٠مشس ػٕذِا رٌه فؼً ِٓ ٚاٌرأوذ تٗ، اٌم١اَ ٌٕفسٗ اٌّرحذز ٠مشس

 The hearer in a speech situation cannot decide whether to be thanked 

or not.  

 ٓلا أَ ٠شىش واْ إرا ِا ٠مشس لا اٌىلاَ حاٌح فٟ اٌّسرّغ ٠ّى . 

 On the other hand, the act of persuading someone, is perlocutionary, 

because the speaker cannot be sure of persuading the hearer, no matter 

how hard he tries.  

 ِٓ أْ ٠ّىٓ لا اٌّرىٍُ لأْ ٚرٌه ٍفؼً،ٌ ذاث١ش ٘ٛ ِا، شخص إلٕاع ِٓ فؼً أخشٜ، ٔاح١ح 

 . ٠حاٚي ٚ٘ٛ صؼثا واْ ِّٙا اٌساِغ، لٕاعإ ِٓ ِرأوذا ٠ىْٛ

 The hearer can decide whether to be persuaded or not. 

 ٓلا أَ ٠مرٕغ واْ إرا ِا ٠مشس اٌّسرّغ ٠ّى. 

 A locutionary act has meaning; it produces an understandable 
utterance.  

 ًِفَٙٛ ولاَ ٠ؼطٟ تً ِؼٕٝ، ٌٗ اٌٍفظٟ اٌفؼ . 
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 An illocutionary act has force; it is performed with a certain tone, 
attitude, feeling, motive, or intention.  

 ٜ١ٔح أٚ دافغ،ٚ شؼٛس،ٚ ِٛلف،ٚ ِؼ١ٕح، ٌٙجح ِغ رٌه ذٕف١ز ٠رُ اٌمٛج؛ ٌذ٠ٗ اٌفؼٍٟ اٌّغز. 

 A perlocutionary act has consequence; it has an effect upon the 
hearer.  

 اٌساِغ ػٍٝ ذأث١ش ٌٙا واْ تً ٔر١جح، ٌٗ اٌفؼً ذأث١ش. 
 These three components are not always separable.  

 ٌٍٖفصً لاتٍح دائّا   ١ٌسد اٌثلاز اٌّىٛٔاخ ٘ز . 
 An utterance can have all these components at the same time as in 

the following example. 

 ٓاٌراٌٟ اٌّثاي فٟ وّا ٔفسٗ اٌٛلد فٟ اٌّىٛٔاخ ٘زٖ ػٓ اٌىلاَ ٠ىْٛ أْ ٠ّى. 

 E.g. “There is a car coming.” 

  By describing an imminently dangerous situation (locutionary 
component) in a tone that is meant to have the force of a 
warning (illocutionary component), the speaker may actually 
frighten the hearer into moving out of the way (perlocutionary 
component). 

 ِٓ اٌّفرشض ِٓ ٌٙجح فٟ (اٌٍفظٟ اٌفؼً اٌّىْٛ)ٚش١ه خط١ش ٚظغ ٚصف خلاي 

 إٌٝ اٌساِغ فؼلا ٠خ١ف لذ ،اٌّرىٍُ( اٌفؼٍٟ اٌّغزٜ اٌّىْٛ) ذحز٠ش لٛج ٌٙا أْ

 .(اٌفؼً ذأث١ش اٌّىْٛ) اٌطش٠ك ِٓ ٌٍخشٚج اٌرحشن
 


