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 Corpus Linguistics 

 ٌغٛٞ  ِغّغ

 A corpus is a collection of language material, made in some 

principled way (not haphazardly), either on tape or written in hard 

copy (e.g. books, student essays) or in electronic form. We are 

concerned only with the last type.  

 ١ٌش) رٚ ِجبدئ اٌطش٠ك ثؼض فٟ سوجذ  اٌٍغ٠ٛخ، اٌّٛاد ِٓ ِغّٛػخ ػٓ ػجبسحّغّغ اٌ

 فٟ أٚ( اٌطلاث١خ ٚاٌّمبلاد اٌىزت ِضً) ِطجٛػخ  ِىزٛثخ فٟ ٔضخ  أٚ اٌشش٠ط فٟ أِب ،(عزافب

 .ٔٛع شاخ ِغ فمط ٔٙزُ  ٚٔحٓ. إٌىزشٟٚٔ شىً

 Such collections are used in many different ways by different 

people. We are concerned mainly with use  

 ٚاصبصب ٔٙزُ . إٌبس ِخزٍف لجً ِٓ ِٚخزٍفخ ػذ٠ذح ثطشق رضزخذَ ِٚضً ٘زٖ اٌّغّٛػبد 

 ثبصزخذاَ:

1) by linguists to help describe language, and test theories  

 إٌظش٠بد ٚاخزجبس اٌٍغخ، ٚصف فٟ ٌٍّضبػذح ٌٍغ١٠ٛٓاثٛاصطخ ( 1 

2) by teachers and learners to aid language learning (i.e. a form of 

CALL).  

 (. CAAL أشىبي ِٓ شىً أٞ) اٌٍغخ رؼٍُ ٌٍّضبػذح ٚاٌّزؼ١ٍّٓ اٌّؼ١ٍّٓ خ ثٛاصط( 2

 To perform any electronic corpus-based task directly you need two 

things - a corpus and a search engine.  

 .اٌجحش ِٚحشن ّغّغاٌ أ -: أِش٠ٓ رحزبط ِجبششح  اٌّغّغ إٌٝ رضزٕذ إٌىزش١ٔٚخ ِّٙخ أٞ ٌزٕف١ز

 A corpus itself is just text (a form of data), which may have been 

originally written, or be transcribed speech. 

 ٠ىْٛ أٚ الأصً، فٟ وزت ٠ىْٛ لذ ٚاٌزٟ ،(اٌج١بٔبد أشىبي ِٓ شىً) فمط إٌص ٘ٛ ٔفضٗ اٌّغّغ

 .ِذْٚ خطبة

 Corpora are not all stored in the same format (though often they are 

in the plainest of DOS or ASCII text), and they may have coded 

information (tags) added in and out of the text, to show e.g. who 
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was speaking, the register of the text, or the part of speech of each 

word.  

ِٓ  ٔص  أثضطفٟ  ىْٛر غبٌجب   بأٔٙ ِٓ اٌشغُ ػٍٝ) اٌشىً ٔفش فٟ ِخزٔخ وٍٙب ١ٌضذ اٌّغب١ِغ

 إٌص، ٚخبسط داخً ذأض١فٚ( اٌؼلاِبد) اٌّؼٍِٛبد ِشفشح رىْٛ لذ ٚأٔٙب( ASCII أٚ ذٚساٌ

 .وٍّخ ٌىً اٌىلاَ ِٓ عزء أٚ إٌص، صغً ٠زحذس، وبْ اٌزٞ ِضلا   إظٙبس

 To use a corpus for any task you have to access it by using a 

search engine - a program which generally runs through the text 

(or a precompiled index to the text) and broadly does one of two 

things: 

 ٠ّزذ اٌزٞ اٌجشٔبِظ - اٌجحش ِحشن ثبصزخذاَ إ١ٌٗ ٌٍٛصٛي ٌذ٠ه ِّٙخ لأٞ اٌّغّغ لاصزخذاَ

 ِٓ ٚاحذا ٚاصغ ٔطبق ػٍٝ ٠ٚفؼً( ٌٍٕص ِضجمب اٌّزشعّخ ِؤشش أٚ) إٌص خلاي ِٓ ػِّٛب

  :أِش٠ٓ

 USERS OF CORPORA  

 ِضزخذِٟ اٌّغب١ِغ

 Dictionary makers - e.g. to find out how words are actually 

used, and how often, and improve dictionary entries 

 وض١ش فٟ ٚو١ف اٌٛالغ، فٟ اٌىٍّبد اصزخذاَ و١ف١خ ٌّؼشفخ اٌّضبي صج١ً ػٍٝ - اٌمبِٛس صبٔؼٟ

 اٌمبِٛس ِذاخً ٚرحض١ٓ الأح١بْ، ِٓ

 Descriptive grammarians - e.g. to improve their descriptions to 

fit the facts of actual use of constructions  

  ٌٍزشاو١ت اٌفؼٍٟ الاصزخذاَ ٚلبئغ ٌزٕبصت أٚصبفٙب حض١ٌٓز اٌّضبي صج١ً ػٍٝ - إٌح١٠ٛٓٚصف 

 Stylisticians - e.g. to see what differences there are in how 

frequently different authors use certain words 

Stylisticians - ٍٝاصزخذاَ  رىشاس ِذٜ فٟ اخزلافبدِٓ الا ٕ٘بن ِب ٌٕشٜ اٌّضبي صج١ً ػ

 وٍّبد ِؼ١ٕخ ٌّجذػ١ٓ ِخزٍف١ٓ.

 Sociolinguists - e.g. to see how frequent certain constructions 

are in conversation 

 اٌّحبدصخ فٟ زشاو١ت اٌ ثؼض رىشس و١ف ٌٕشٜ اٌّضبي صج١ً ػٍٝ - الاعزّبػ١١ٓ اٌٍغ٠ٛبد ػٍّبء
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 Computational linguists - e.g. to see if their grammatical 

parsing programs will work on naturally occurring language 

 .اٌٍغخ خطج١ؼ١ ػٍٝ صزؼًّ إٌح٠ٛخ اٌزح١ًٍ ثشاِظ وبٔذ إرا ٌزشٜ ِضلا  -اٌحبصٛث١خ اٌٍغ٠ٛبد

 Language learning researchers - e.g. to see how often learners 

with a particular L1 get something wrong 

 اٌحصٛي خبصخ L1 ِغ اٌّزؼ١ٍّٓ اٌّشاد ػذد ٌّؼشفخ اٌّضبي صج١ً ػٍٝ - اٌٍغخ رؼٍُ ثبحضٛا 

 خبطئ شٟء ػٍٝ

 Writers of teaching syllabuses - e.g. to see how often the passive 

really occurs in academic English 

 صٍج١خِبرىْٛ  فٟ وض١ش ِٓ الاح١بْ  و١ف ٌٕشٜ اٌّضبي صج١ً ػٍٝ - اٌزذس٠ش ِٕب٘ظفٟ  وزبة

 الأغ١ٍز٠خ الأوبد١ّ٠خ فٟ حمب حذٚساٌ

 Writers of teaching course materials - e.g. to incorporate 

authentic examples into their material 

 اٌّبدٞب ٚضؼٙ إٌٝ أص١ٍخ أِضٍخ ٌذِظ اٌّضبي صج١ً ػٍٝ - اٌذساص١خ اٌّٛاد رذس٠ش فٟ وزبة

 Teachers making class tasks, or even learners directly 

themselves - e.g.  

 اٌّضبي صج١ً ػٍٝ - أٔفضُٙثشىً ِجبشش ث اٌّزؼ١ٍّٓ حزٝ أٚ ،اٌفئخ  ِٙبَ اٌّؼ١ٍّٓعؼً 

 to supply additional clues for context guessing word meaning 

 اٌىٍّخ ِؼٕٝ اٌزخ١ّٓ ٌض١بق إضبف١خ أدٌخ ٌزٛف١ش

 for guidance on how to use word when writing  

 اٌىزبثخ ػٕذ اٌىٍّخ اصزخذاَ و١ف١خ حٛي إسشبداد ػٍٝ ٌٍحصٛي

 to help prompt self-correction  

 اٌزارٟ اٌزصح١ح ِٛعٗ فٟ ٌٍّضبػذح

 for word study 

 اٌىٍّخ ٌذساصخ

 for 'language awareness' work on grammar 

 اٌٍغخ لٛاػذ ػٌٍٍٝؼًّ ' اٌٍغخ رٛػ١خ"
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 History of Corpora 

 ربس٠خ اٌّغب١ِغ

http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~scholp/corpintro.htm#hist 

 


