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Chapter Three
Subjects and Methodology

.\i‘

The methodology implemented in this s@dy involved ‘gathering data
related to the motivations towards code switching from the students of

medicine at Mu'tah University. This chapter focuses on introducin
p . g

particular methodological elements which were selectedAbyi the researcher

and which helped at investigating the possible reasons that stood behind
language altemation. Describing the population was also taken into
account (the major language they speak, the age??group and the academic
college they belong to). Authentic taped conversations and one section
questionnaire were generally used to be discussed within a theoretical

framework on one hand, and a simple statistical analysis on the othet.

TP
3.1 Population and Subjects

Subjects participated in this study were male and female students at

the college of medicine. Their ages ranged between (18-24) years.
Students of medicine were chosen because it is expected that they usually
get higher degrees in English examinations prepared to assess the students'
English proficiency. It is then assumed that they are more skillful in

practicing English.

3.2 Samples

Samples consisted of 200 participants who were all students at the
college of medicine. All students were native speakers of Arabic. They
were asked to fill in the questionnaire that include twelve items which were

selected to test students' motivation towards CS. In additio
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spontaneous speeches performed by students who were different from those

shated in-fillidg the-questionnaire.
—— " g e

3.3 Data Collection -
The study was implemented during the second semester of the
academic year 2009-2010. @ data for this study was pbtained from two

sources: authentic taped conversations, and one section questionnaire.

In order to elect real conversations, the researcher asked some
students for help. Students were told to involve in casual talk where topics
ranged from daily activities to negotiations dround medical matters.
Students who were chosen to record conversations were directed to hide a
microcassette tape recorder somewhere. After the conversations had been
recorded, the students were informed that their conversations were
recorded. The researcher explained that these recordings were designed for
research purposes. The researcher also was concerned in getting their
permission to include récorded conversations within the rest of the data in
order to enrich the discussion. It was good luck that the students revealed a
high sense of responsibility and they offered to help in need. The
conversations were transcribed following the International Phonetic
Alphabet transcribing symbols for Arabic. The next step was to discuss
conversations according to comprehensive models such as the markedness
and the conversational models. Because of some background noise that
prohibited clear conversations, some of them were excluded.

The questionnaire consisted of twelve items. Item lwas formed to
check whether subjects switch the language to English. Items (2-12) were
designed to investigate the extent that switching codes from Arabic to
English might affect the speaker language behavior. All subjects who
responded to the questionnaire were students of medicine. Fortunately, the

researcher could easily access to one of the instructors who managed a
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certain medical laboratories and who was completely ready to help. -
Medical lab_u§essions usually include 200-250 students. The existence of
such a number of students was beyond the researcher's expectations
because it facilitated the process of distributing the questionnaire coi)ieé.:
The laboratory session lasted for two hours, Eﬁerefore, the instructor who
controlled the whole class asked students to wait for ten minutes in order to
fill in the questionnaire. One more amazing thing was that, none of the
students found it difficult to recognize what each item meant. It seemed
that it was interesting for them t_o”.(:ieal with topics that were different from
abstract science. After the students had finished_filling the questioﬁnaire,
they returned 200 copies. Since 9 copies were left with unclear choices,
they were excluded from the discussion. Thus, 191 copies were left to be

analyzed.

3.4 Data Analysis

Data was analyzed in two ways. First, authentic taped conversations
performed by students were initially transcribed and then discussed within
a theoretical framework such as the markedness theory. Second, responses
to the questionnaire items were classified into percentages in accordance to
their frequency. Frequency of responses ‘was described in statements to

check whether they match or mismatch general views and previous studies.

3.5 Validity of the Questionnaire

The questionnaire items were evaluated by number of specialists
who accurately checked thé suitability of items in terms of their validity at
the levels of form and content. Most of the jury comments were taken into

account before adopting the final copy of the questionnaire.




