Lesson3
How to Write the Conclusion to Your Research Proposal?
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In this lecture, we will discuss the following:
A. What is a conclusion?
B. Why the conclusion is so important?
C. How to start writing your conclusion?
Reestating the thesis
Show whether the data supports the hypothesis.
Provide Actual Evidence.

Coming full Circle
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What is a conclusion?

D. Some guiding principles for strong and effective conclusions.
* A conclusion is a summary of your research. !
* The conclusion puts the hypothesis together with the data and comes with a conclusion |
based on research. '

o It is the answer to the original research question.
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Importance of the Conclusion?

The conclusion gives you a chance to:
® Remind your reader of your main idea or opinion.
® Give the essay a sense of completeness.

® Jeave a lasting impression with the reader
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How to start writing your conclusion?

Restate your thesis statement.

In a conclusion, the topic sentence is the restatement of the problem/question.
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Show whether the data supports the hypothesis.
Reestate you hypothesis; what was predicted?
Does the data support the hypothesis?
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Provide Actual Evidence.
Provide actual data in a sentence form that backs up your previous statement.
Actual data from the experiment
What did the data say?
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Coming Full Circle

Finish your research project where it began.

Eg. If the research begins with a problem, then conclude it with a reference to the same problem.
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Some guiding principles for strong and effective conclusions
Avoid a mechanical ending.
. One of the most frequent weaknesses in student essays is when the conclusion merely restates the

thesis, word for word.

. Instead of recopying your thesis and essay map, try finding an original, emphatic way to
conclude your essay.
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Don’t introduce new points.

Treat the major points of your essay in separate body paragraphs rather than in your conclusion.
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Don’t change your stance.

Sometimes writers who have been critical of something throughout their essays will soften their
stance in their last paragraph.

Eg. Someone who is complaining about the poor quality of a particular college course might

conclude with statements that declare the class wasn’t so bad after all.
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This can undercut the thesis and confuse the reader who has taken the writer’s criticisms seriously.
Instead of contradicting themselves, writers should be consistent with their thesis.
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Avoid trite expressions.
Don’t begin your conclusions by declaring,
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In conclusion,

(13 »
In sumimary,

2

“As you can see, this essay proves my thesis that . . . .

End your essay so that the reader clearly senses completion; don’t merely announce that you’re

finished.
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