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Introduction  S.T Coleridge and his "Biographia Literaria":

  Coleridge the second romantic critic after Wordsworth. Each one of them had his own point of view about what romanticism means and imagination and what it is. They both believe in the power of imagination and self expression and emotions. Each one of them present his ideas in his own way. For Wordsworth, the best way to express poetry or literature focusing on imagination is by dealing with simple language of simple people with a subject matter of people living in nature. That’s his way or tendency towards romantic poetry.

  Coleridge had a different point of view of what's imagination is. Both Coleridge and Wordsworth are friends and their friendship lasted for a long time. Coleridge even with his book "Biographia Literalia"  he had spoke of opposition or his objection on the way of Wordsworth of dealing with literature. Coleridge before that explained many about the idea of imagination and he was influenced by the ideas of Wordsworth about imagination in his book "Preface To Lyrical Ballads" which resulted into a deep discussion about his idea of imagination.

  Both of those writers have different kinds of poetry. Coleridge used poetic language while Wordsworth used simple language. Also, Coleridge wrote longer poems and tended to write poetry which is long while Wordsworth wrote poetry not all the time long. Also, the subject matter used in the poetry of Coleridge is to appreciate and enjoy life even if it looks small and ugly or irrelevant and enjoying life and nature but not applied or represented in an ordinary theme but the story is applied to a supernatural theme. To Wordsworth he believed that the romantic attitude can be introduced in poetry not just by themes from life or simple life or people while Coleridge applied it with a super natural element and that mean he appreciate power of imagination in writing poetry but being closer to nature give us more ability to show our imaginative talent. For Coleridge, he believe he can apply it through supernatural themes and elements in poetry. So, there is a verity because every one of them had his own way which was applied in their works of poetry and criticism.


On Coleridge and "biographia Literaria":

  Coleridge wrote "Biographia Literia" and in this book -which is along book- he is affected by the definition of Wordsworth of imagination mention in his "Preface To Lyrical Ballads" as well as other philosophers and critics at that time. He also wrote about poetry and what it is and what's poet and some of the objections on certain point on Wordsworth 's "Preface To Lyrical Ballads" and some ideas about the theme and rhyme in poetry and the difference between language of poetry and prose and many other issues addressed in this book "Biographia Literaria".

   He started writing this book long after the "Preface To Lyrical Ballads" of Wordsworth but the book of Coleridge had many diversions because he kept writing on different themes which are away from the book and that’s why the introductions of the book is longer than the book itself. When it come to the important parts of imagination and his definition and difference between  primary and secondary imagination and language of poetry and prose and such issues, he was confused and sometimes he wrote it in a shape of book notes.
   The book itself is long and just certain part of it are of the importance we need. Coleridge is an important critic not just in the romantic period but in the 19th and 20th centuries because he is a critic with thoughts same as those who were later in time after him. The main themes of his book are:
· Primary and secondary imagination. 
· Difference between imagination and fancy.
· Difference between language of poetry and prose.
· What's Poets and poetry.
· Objections about the book of Wordsworth.

Primary and secondary imagination: 
  He gave a principle or a definition of primary imagination ;
" The primary imagination I hold to be the living power and prime agent of all human perception, and as a repetition in the infinite mind of the eternal act of creation in the infinite I am".
  When we look closer to that definition of primary imagination ,we find its some description of some power that people posses and that power is the power of perception and understanding and it’s the prime agent of all human perception. By the word "prime agent" he mean the primary or the origin or basic. The basic element of all human perception. It’s a basic element with which we get our perception and understand as human being the world around us and perceive it with our senses. 
   Senses enable us to collect and understand what's happening around us. Primary imagination is the power of perception which all humans have and this power comes through the senses which help us to understand the world around us. These perceptions when we understand the world around us, form an image in our mind. So, we have a collection of images of understanding a memory as if we have a warehouse of memories of objects around us which are collected in our minds. Each one of us has his own image of life around him and each one manages to get or form this picture or image through the senses and because our senses are different which means we understand things in different ways but we share all this power that enable us to collect this memory in our mind and keep them as they are. This power itself came from God. The creation of imagination is to collect the images around us using our senses and that’s the only way we are connected to external life.

Secondary imagination for Coleridge means;
 "The secondary I consider as an echo of the former, co-existing with the conscious will, yet still as identical with the primary in the kind of its agency, and differing only in degrees, and in the mode of operation". It dissolves, diffuses, dissipates, in order to recreate, or where this process is rendered impossible, yet still, at all events, it struggles to idealize and to unify. It is essentially vital, even as all objects are essentially fixed and dead." 
He wanted to tell us the difference between the primary and secondary; 
   First, although they belong to the same category and they have the same nature but they differ in their degree.
 
   Second, is that primary imagination is  a unconsciousness observation by which he mean that we do not think of observing the world intentionally but unconsciously we observe the world and objects around us without any awareness or selection of what to remember or keep in our perception. So, secondary imagination is a consciousness by which he mean we are aware to select or to chose. We just make our mind to remember what we want with consciousness. 

   To be consciousness and how secondary imagination works is by dissolving and diffusing objects in order to again try to rebuild or recreate it. Which means it's meant to change them from their original form by taking them as objects from the outer world and with the power of secondary imagination in our mind, we deal with these objects in a different way after melting them to recreate it in a different shape of the original object or original image. Using the conscious means we need to do efforts to purify and create the new image we create in a harmony.
   Not all people share or posses this power and that’s another difference between primary and secondary. With primary we all see and observe things around us and collect images but not all people are able to have this power consciousness of the secondary in which these images dissolve for creating a new image to give it some unification and harmony. Only poets are able to do that or those who posses this power.
   So, the secondary imagination is the one important for Coleridge because it’s the ability concerned with imaginative production. So, all his concern is about secondary imagination by which we understand that any word about imagination will be mentioned later will be about the secondary imagination and that’s why he clarified the differences between primary and secondary.

Differentiate between imagination and fancy:
  This imagination he is comparing to fancy is the secondary imagination. When we spoke of primary and secondary imagination, we said they are of the same category but here with fancy, its different because imagination and fancy are not of the same kind or category. So, we aren't talking about the same kind but it’s a different thing. 
"Fancy, on the contrary, has no other counters to play with but fixities and definite. The fancy is indeed no other than a mode of memory emancipated from the order of time and space, and blended with, and modified, by that empirical phenomenon of the will which we express by the word choice . But equally with the ordinary memory it must receive all its materials ready made from the law of association".

   So, fancy for him works with memory and primary imagination. It does not work the same way with secondary because it does not dissolve or recreate, it take things from memory as they are with no change.
   Fancy has no ability to recreate and reshape things or objects, it has only the ability to take things as they are and try to make an order which is not related to time or space. That means that if you have a memory of something related to a place and time, you have an experience related to time and space. With fancy, it take this experience itself without time and space and it can use it in different time and space.
   Secondary imagination is creativity in arts and poetry but fancy is enabling writers to write poetry but it can never be a poetry to be described as a great one. So, fancy and imagination is the difference between ordinary poetry and great poetry. You can give images and symbols and rhyme in lines but use all that in ordinary way with originality and use it as others as presented in real life in a common way but in great poetry you have to reshape everything and make it different. So, the difference between fancy and imagination is the difference between ordinary normal poetry and great poetry. Poets who have power of imagination are great imaginative poets, while those who do not posses this power are  fancy poets who write fancy poetry. So, fancy and imagination are different because they work differently. Primary and secondary imagination are the same kind but different in degree.
Language of poetry and prose:
He said that they share the medium but they are different in their rhythm.
 Objections about the book of Wordsworth:
[bookmark: _GoBack]  His objections were limited to choosing subject matter which is of ordinary people living by nature because the best language to express nature is such pure language. He objected that Wordsworth himself is not always using simple language and in his poetry and in his characters he speaks of having a theme of people who are simple living by nature. By this Coleridge agrees with Aristotle in characterization because as Aristotle said about the character is suppose to be Nobel, of high rank but in a downfall. Coleridge agreed in this part that a hero should be of a high rank not of ordinary people and Wordsworth himself was not committed to use simple ordinary people all the time.

   As for the language he said it's not about those people because their experiences are very limited and that makes their language limited because they do not have the linguistic ability as a result of their limited experiences. He believed that this was a wrong choice by Wordsworth to think those people had a language which is perfect for poetry. Coleridge believed that the language of poetry has nothing to do with the language of those people. This was all shown in the kind of poetry Coleridge wrote because he used language elevated and high away from the limited language of simple people.
