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Romanticism as a new approach:
  Imagination as the nature of art and the function is not to instruct but to please and delight. For critics even in the romantic period we do not have criticism in the sense of the past period but we have writers like Dryden who had a point of view or a vision about what art is and that’s why we need to go through the two main figures of this period who are Wordsworth and Coleridge the two main writers of this age. With those writers we have critical essays, so they are not totally critics but they had a vision of what art is.
Romanticism and Wordsworth:
  Wordsworth is the father of romantic poetry because every one of his age is influenced by him and he represents the real spirit of romanticism. For him you studied poems like " I wondered lonely as a cloud"  which include lots of philosophical thoughts and ideas. Also, "Tintern Abbey" in which he show recollecting memories of a place he went to.

  As a poet he was interested in nature and the influences he had was more because he was the longest life of all romantic writers because all other romantic writers died early except him what allowed him to influence other writers and extend the period of romantic poetry for a longer time. Plus showing more maturity in his works. The influences on him or the incidents that influenced him were mostly the French revolution. 

  Wordsworth with Coleridge were eager to present new ideas with the French revolution to present freedom of man and establishment of mankind entity and freedom of expression without any restrictions. Such kind of freedom started by the French revolution influenced Coleridge and Wordsworth but after the revolution there was a disappointment because things did not work out right away but it took time to get used to the new life and adjust to build the principles people fought for. It took time to achieve their aims of freedom and justice and all the principles of the French revolution and taking such long time got poets like Wordsworth and Coleridge disappointed. 

  The new ideas took time specially when people are not well educated which made the revolution not just seeking justice and equality but it got bloodshed and violence involved which was against the principles of what they fought for. Such things got those poets disappointed and it was reflected in the poems they wrote. Wordsworth was an intimate friend with Coleridge. Sometimes they disagree but at the end they agree and settle and that was also reflected in their poems. The beauty of nature led Wordsworth to look for nature as a source for poetry. The place of "Tintern Abbey" was a perfect place he choose to speak of the beauty of nature. 

Wordsworth's "Preface To Lyrical Ballads":
  Our concern is not his poetry but his critical essay he wrote "Preface To Lyrical Ballads". Lyrical ballads is a book of poetry published and republished for three times and in each time he developed a kind of preface showing his ideas about the definition of poetry specially the poetry he wrote.
  This essay of "Preface To Lyrical Ballads" was written by Wordsworth and not like Dryden discussing dramatic poesy classical and neoclassical or drama specially or the shape of argument between characters. Here Wordsworth was not interested in discussing art in general but he was interested in the preface in talking about the kind of poetry he introduced in this book. He wanted to define this new edition of poetry because he introduced something new or different and thought it might cause a kind of confession because people are used to an old kind of poetry which would make the new poetry kind of odd. 
  Wordsworth wrote a new different poetry need explanations in order not to make the audience shocked in reading a poem different from the old ones. To make it easy he wrote this preface and he was worried that people would not accept or understand this new poetry and that's why he tried to convince people that he wrote this poetry for these reasons he mentioned in the preface. 
  So, the reason for writing the preface is to tell people why is he writing this new poetry and how is it different from the old kind of poetry they used to read and by this he introduced certain ideas he discussed:
1. Language of poetry as he believed it should be.
2. The subject matter as it should be.
3. what's poetry. 
4. who is the poet.
  These four points and the main points of his essay. He also defined poetic diction but these are the main four points of interest to us in his essay. 
1. Language of poetry:
  Starting with the language of poetry according to Wordsworth should be easy simple language of common simple people who are of pure nature. Not the language of sophisticated or educated people but the language of farmers and such kind of people who are close to nature. It's not just the language of everyday language or city people language but specifically those who are close and living inside nature because simple people use simple language to express themselves and such simple language is not restricted and its by their nature while city people are restricted with social routines and rules that would make expressions restricted and we would get to avoid some certain parts because of the daily routine and restricted customs which would be an obstacle between what we feel and the language we use but simple people who do not care about such routines and rules because they are simple and opened like nature, they have language that directly express feelings. 

  That’s why he chose the language of simple people. In old time Arabs used to send their kids to the desert to get them more capable of using their language because in the desert they tend to become in more contact with nature and get sharp perceptions because they are not involved in to city life. Life in desert is more simple getting them to have more sharp perceptions and in turns more ability to reach out for a good control of their language getting it simple and enough to express lots of feelings as a result of the contact with the purity of nature.

  One way or the other it’s the same idea in Europe because those who lived in the countryside were more sophisticated and close to nature which is the best educator according to Wordsworth. All these were the reason why he chose the simple language of common people. There is a kind of conditions he used the language of simple people only to make a purification of this language getting it out of its vulgarity. So, he filters the common language in order not to be vulgar but filter it to be more easier and suitable for poetry. 
  Wordsworth believed that the language of poetry should not be different from the language of prose except of the rhymes which differentiate language of poetry and prose otherwise they are the same.

2. The subject matter of poetry:
  The subject matter of the poetry he was using was nature and describing its beauty expressing emotions. The subject matter is related to simple people of peasants, old people or children. So, it's all about those people who were living near nature and the subject matter tend to be all the time to be simple like the poem "Lucy " about a lost child and includes lots of philosophy of life and death and finding your way in life. He used such simple subject matter which have philosophical depth. 

  His works interest was in nature affecting people as a subject matter. We do not have a high elevated poem like before with high elevated themes but it's all about nature and people living in nature. Simple people living in nature and their language are the subject matter. He did not use city people as a subject matter but he chose countryside people who are close to the nature and its spiritual comfort. 

  "Tintern Abbey" was written in his second visit to the same place (the cathedral) after ten years he wrote the poem recollecting his poem of the visit with his sister before. He kept the memory and the place enhanced his flashback on his first experience with the place. "The Daffodils" describe an experience with an old man. It's about the field of daffodils which are flowers. He described the image of the field when he was there reading a book and relaxed then he remembered that there was a light or a flash in his mind when he remembered the pictures of these flowers and started writing the poem about how beautiful that field was and the movement of the flowers with the breeze and described himself at that moment as a cloud which indicates some loneliness that got him to unit with nature. He was wondering with no reason and just getting deeply with no goal into nature till he got shocked with the beauty of nature getting him to realize a certain absent wisdom that he revived when he was reading a book at that field.

   He used the same subject matter which is nature wither stories of simple people or surrounding nature.
3. Who's the poet:

  He described the poet as a man like other men and not different from other people by qualities but only in degree of owning and having special gifts which makes him different from other people. Only by the degree of the gift the poet has which is imagination which is to be more sensible and feel things people do not feel immediately which means the poet has sharp perceptions not possessed by other people. 

  This is imagination for him ; a special gift for the poet with sharp perceptions getting the poet to feel things more quick and clear than other people. That’s why Wordsworth was to see beyond the beauty of nature which we as normal people cannot see immediately. 

  So, the difference is by having the ability or the gift of imagination and reaching to the truth of things which adds more and get poets to bring a new knowledge not perceived in any other science to reach the truth of things that make people get pleasure of poetry. The pleasure of poetry meant by Wordsworth is a pleasure of reaching the truth of things so it's a pleasure with a goal of knowing truth. Its only for poets to do this because they have a gift of imagination enables them of doing this.

4. What's poetry:

  To Wordsworth " poetry is a spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings recollected in tranquility". That’s what he believe poetry is. With the examination of such definition we reach to poetic creation that he described which starts with a spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings. 
  So, the first step is to feel certain emotions for some certain things. These feelings are spontaneous with no intentions or force. It's an overflow of powerful feelings means like a water overflow that cannot be stopped because it a huge amount which is powerful and we cannot stop it. These are the feelings that lead to writing poetry, they are overflow and strong or powerful, they are spontaneous and we cannot modify or change it because if we did we would get something different away from the natural entity of these feelings. This kind of feeling that happens to the poet is exactly poetry. 
  Then, second step is that these feelings are kept in the memories of the poet and he cannot make it a poem right away because they are powerful and without control that’s why he need some time to keep it in the mind collected like in a warehouse. Till now we did not reach to the point of writing.

   At the third step we reach to have the poet experiencing some certain emotions or incidents in which the previous feelings kept in his mind are coming again. 

  At that point we reach fourth step when he can have control them because he is more peaceful and relaxed or quiet and able to shape them in to some certain existence which is writing these feelings and turning it into words on papers.

Application on that method of poetry in Wordsworth's "Daffodils":
[bookmark: _GoBack]   A typical way of this method of writing poetry is in the poem "The Daffodils" and everything in this poem is a typical application of this definition of the poetry.
   In the poem he said "I wondered lonely as a cloud" he was walking alone when he saw that field of daffodils that captured his eyes and got him to feel joy and satisfaction with that scene of these flowers moving. With the few lines we see that he was describing the scene at the moment. Then, we discover that the moment and the scene he described were with the feelings he had almost ten years ago which make it a memory. He was alone with no disturbance and suddenly the flash that got his memory active and remembered that scene and everything he experienced at that moment of scene ten years ago. Ten years ago he could not control this powerful overflow of feelings and now he got control over it and that’s when he started to concentrate on recollection of that previous memory and that’s why this poem is a typical application of meaning of poetical creation and how a poet writes his poetry.

  There are many other issues he spoke of in his essay related to poetic diction which he agree with some and disagree with others like rhyme and what's rhyme but what we are interested in are these four main points we mentioned above; language, subject matter, what's poet and what's poetry. 

