Criticism


Today we will speak of another approach or school which is Romanticism. We need to know the changes in thoughts that led to such attitude in literature. The period of romantics was the late 18th century and early 19th. Romantic writers like Coleridge, Wordsworth, Shelley, Blake, novels like Jane Eyre of Bronte. Here we want to understand romanticism and its characteristics then the attitude of romanticism of its poets but not as poets but as critics. We know the time of romantic school. 
The reasons for romantics appearance:
We need to know it was not in England only but in Europe in general as a movement or attitude to the continent in general. But the reasons for its appearance or start:
First the French revolution. It started at 1789 which is an important date because it started the modern different attitude to everything in life politics, society, economy .. etc, and everything started changing. We have many revolutions at that time for example, north American colonies fighting for independence. Another one in England who revolted against the king then the restoration period. 
These are causes to the romantics attitude to appear why??
Romanticism is an attitude to literature not a change of themes because themes are all the time the same in literature but the attitude to literature is the one changes all the time and what changes here is freedom.
 The French revolution is important for us to understand everything about it to understand what really happened. This revolution was in France that was governed by a king. Like all of Europe, the king usually gets his power from his divine position or divine authority never questioned. Things were not well in France and people were getting poorer and living in abuse of aristocracy and corruption. At the same time there were critics and writers and thinkers who wrote about human being and their rights an feeling of freedom and equality principles and justice all these qualities never was mentioned before. 
They mentioned these principles as an important necessity to humans in their lives. The revolution happened on the king and many changes but it did not settle down. What we care about is that people revolt to get their freedom equality and justice which are important for every man as a human being and a revolution like this can never be missed.
This spirit asking for freedom suits the English very well because they believe in these idea of being different independent and free. This revolution was welcomed in England with its spirit. Wordsworth and Coleridge were supporting the revolution but later they stopped because they saw the revolution did not bring immediate results and that cause disappointment. All the defaults of the prerevolutionary time age was still affecting the atmosphere.
Changes started appearing later in economy and France stopped being a country of agriculture and became industrial. Also, the colonial expansion started and human started being and feeling powerful over the world and wanted to go discover new places and new people. So its freedom and feeling of power which is they are powerful as men who can do more than anyone else. Individuality started appearing while social principles were popular before and people thought like groups not individuals and that changed later after the revolution. Same like the tribal thoughts and ideas, people think like groups not individuals, what happens to someone applies to the other. Now they are individuals and that’s how they dominated because as a man you have rights you have a mind and potentials that gets you to do what necessary for you and that extended for long time. In western community it’s important to feel distinguish and individual or independent.
All this reflects of course on literature but What influenced them?
·  The first influence on them appeared that instead of the old principles followed before by classics neoclassic till the revolution all stopped and started not looking at nature but they focus on the nature of literature itself and that’s why they no longer follow Shakespeare and those big names of the old ages but they follow others like Horus who was a roman writer who wrote on the sublimity and not following the rules and that book was translated which help them and got them influenced with this kind of writers and no longer following rules.

· Another influence affected in the romanticism was the folk tales or the tales of cultures and people of commons. Stories moved from one period to another moving with people. Folk tales never follow rules of literature. Its full with imagination, spirit, emotions and feelings but never rules. 

· Another influence was the literature of the 12th till the 14th century which continue the  period of romance not romantics but romance which is literature defending emotions and feeling not rules. This 12 till 14th century writers in Europe specially England did not know about the rules of writing of literature and they expressed more about their feeling more than caring about rules.

· Another influence is Gothic writings and fictions or Gothic novels which is literature based on mystery and horror. Gothic is a period of time and it appeared even in painting as a kind of mysterious. 

· Nationalism is another influence because with all the revolutions in England and America and in France, this raised a feeling of nationalism and pride with you own country. Nationalism is related to individualism because it makes you feel distinguished from other people in other countries  and that’s a kind of individuality but in another sense.

· Another influence is the exotic atmosphere like for example, in Europe have exotic places that are far away and information are little about people of other countries far away. They built up a certain image of these places and that came up clear in literature. Images and ideas of people from places they do not know and still they have an influence on the place. For example, “Robinson Crusoe” imagination of people of these place to writers of this time was like that or these are their thoughts of others from other places they do not know. All that appear in romantic literature because these places were not clear to them at that time.
The characteristics of this school of romanticism;
· They were not following the rules of nature but following rules literature itself. So, now it’s not imitation like before but it’s now imagination. The nature of art is not to imitate but to create and be creative. When you imitate something you are copying and following rules but when you imagine you are free. Romanticism is totally based on the freedom which is of the French attitude and the power of man to create not to be tied to rules.


· Poetic diction was no longer a belief to them anymore and the language is more simple.


· No following rules and all their writings are all self expression.

These activities set the tone for one aspect of Romanticism: the belief that products of the uncultivated popular imagination could equal or even surpass those of the educated court poets and composers who had previously monopolized the attentions of scholars and connoisseurs.
· Nationalism
The natural consequence of dwelling on creative folk genius was a good deal of nationalism. French Romantic painting is full of themes relating to the tumultuous political events of the period and later Romantic music often draws its inspiration from national folk music. 
· Shakespeare
 One of the early effects of this interest in the folk arts seems particularly strange to moderns: the rise and spread of the reputation of William Shakespeare. Although he is regarded today as the epitome of the great writer, his reputation was at first very different. Shakespeare was a popular playwright who wrote for the commercial theater in London. He was not college-educated and his work was not entirely "respectable”.
· The Gothic Romance
Rejecting the Enlightenment ideal of balance and rationalism, readers eagerly sought out the hysterical, mystical, passionate adventures of terrified heroes and heroines in the clutches of frightening, mysterious forces. 
· Medievalism
 Whereas classical art looked back constantly to the ancient Greeks and Romans, the Romantics celebrated for the first time since the Renaissance the wilder aspects of the creativity of Western Europeans from the 12th through the 14th centuries like tales of Robin Hood and his merry men, the old tales of King Arthur and the knights of the round table. 
· Exoticism
Just as Romantics responded to the longing of people for a distant past, so they provided images of distant places. The distances need not be terribly great. For example, Spain was a favorite "exotic" setting for French Romantics. North Africa and the Middle East provided images of "Asia" to Europeans. 
· Individualism
One of the most important developments of this period is the rise in the importance of individualism. Before the 18th Century, few Europeans concerned themselves with discovering their own individual identities. They were what they had been born: nobles, peasants, or merchants. The new industrialists naturally liked to credit themselves for having built their large fortunes and rejected the right of society to regulate and tax their enterprises. The changing economy not only made individualism attractive to the newly rich, it made possible a free market in the arts in which entrepreneurial painters, composers, and writers could seek out sympathetic audiences to a pay them for their works, no longer confined to handful of Church and aristocratic patrons who largely shared the same values.

