
Criticism


The lecture is for presentations on the “Essay On Dramatic Poesy” for John Dryden and the four characters in his essay representing their idea on literary points with criticism.
Simply, there are four characters who speak of their ideas. When we speak of the unities we should be aware because everyone of them gives him point of view. It’s common to have three unities on stage. Each one of the four characters we have in the essay is speaking of his ideas. One of them speaks of the ancients or classics, another speaks of the French, third one discussing or comparing French and English, and one is speaking of the English greatness.
 The names are not of real people but its related to people in life they are the bother and brother in law and a critic and Dryden himself. All four parts agreed on the definition of drama but they argue on who they support French, ancients, moderns or English.
When he spoke of nature.. who is he? Who spoke of nature? Crites, lisideius, Eugenius or Neander? Which one?...
To Neander or Dryden himself he is speaking of the modern English literature and modern writers honoring them. In this essay we find discussions on the ancient and the modern writers, then wither French drama is superior or better than English then wither the modern dramatists and modern English serials are getting along with Dryden’s times. Then we find words on nature. 
Ancients and modern drama according to Eugenius. He see modern drama more better than the ancient drama and more than the modern French drama as well. He belief that modern drama is better because the ancient is imitation of nature but the modern is not its adding to nature and trying to discover more. Also, modern drama have acts and scenes while ancient had entrance and exit. Then, the subject of the ancient drama is always known but the modern try creating new stories different. 
Ancients did not use scientific images but the moderns did, ancients had unity while moderns did not follow the rules of unity strictly, ancients had mistakes because it’s taken or translated from others and that was clear in their images and that’s not in moderns, ancients had love scenes and horrible scenes while moderns did not. 
According to Lisideius who follow unities like ancients in time, place and action. The play should happen and take place in one day and start and end at one place and have action unity with no subplots. 
Dryden through the eyes of other characters. He let them explain their points of view then asked for time to explain his. 
Crites explained the modern. He believe ancients are more better than moderns as they care for nature more.
French writers are different but they do not get involved in much plot. French plot has the uniformity and that makes it more clear and representing to passions and subjects and guide the audiences mind to the ideas they want the audience to know. They speak of one subject in one plot. While English starts with a prologue.
lisideius spoke of play writing and he gave his vote for French. He explained his reasons in a series starting with; they followed ancient in everything even in unity of time which is that the play takes just one day, place the play all happened in one place and action that there are no subplots and the plot is based on well known story with reference to ancients ways and these stories are superiors to ancient and based on fiction and they teach and delight while English dramatists. 
For example, Shakespeare do not transport their stories for dramatic purposes to satisfy human souls. Drama must be of reality and French did that while English did not..
French drama in comparison to English drama, we find English drama having one character and all others are supporting or minor characters and that’s not in French drama…
French had integrity of themes but they killed the plot and had narrow imagination and that’s clear I all of their plays, through following the unity they got themselves tied at some points for example, when a there is a room, all character must have some business to be compared to another or they won’t be in the scene on in the act…
Neander criticized French drama saying that with no subplots and one single plot they killed the actions  because now they have few actions then he extents his criticism to English speaking of Shakespeare…
This “essay on dramatic poesy” was written after he came back to England as a response to a French writer. Here he comment on English plays and drama and for that he had characters sitting on river Thames debating on many points two of his characters support modern and English drama while others spoke of ancients and French drama.
