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We will start today because we will have both the two courses because they are compounded in one course we will start from Greek and classical time then keep on to the romantic time because usually with نقد1و نقد2we use to  have two courses starting from the classical then the new-classical then the 18th century ,then the next semester we study the romantics because it’s a shift change of schools moving from one literature to another .Here we will go through them and see what we can do . the division of marks will be put to 60 and with the 40 you will have amid term exam plus a presentation in which you will be divided to groups and each group will present and discuss a certain article. That’s our course this semester.

 I deal with criticism what's criticism ? what's the main trends or approaches in dealing with literature because we won't deal with creative text, poem, play or novel ,we deal only with writers or critics and we study their view of literature or function of literature. The dispute o

 the discussion of literature started early times with the classical period where we have an approach an attitude to literature which is  "imitation"  they see literature as a imitation of life or a representation of what's happening in real  life that’s what they see when it comes to the nature of literature that it is an imitation of real life what's happening in literature is what's existing in real life or the real world. The first people to discuss this were the famous philosophers at the Greek time Aristotle and Plato .They are very significant because their thoughts and ideas are the key point of everything that followed  until today ,which mean their ideas are still discussed and their influence still affects writers and critics throughout the time because they were the first to discuss  different issues related to literature, arts, philosophy and everything's related to man and nature and his environment so their ideas although they are different from each other's but both of them had the influence on the development of human thinking in general. Their books were translated to Arabic so their thoughts extended everywhere in the world until present time.

Plato is not a literary critic mainly he is a philosopher .He wrote books in which he presented arguments related to philosophy ,to bending a state ,to mathematics or to music. He is interested indifferent sorts of knowledge not just criticism but in his works he discussed issues related to art because at that time they only had epic or drama were poetry or poetic drama. They did not have stories, novels, plays … at that time and the main poet model or the example was humor. He was the number one poet at that time. When Plato is discussing literature, he is discussing it as art ,as the nature of arts. His works and discussions is not involved in the details of writing poetry but only involved in the nature of poetry whether its suitable or not for society and the influence of poetry to people not the poet and how many poems or tragedy or what kind of a language he used. These were not of his interest.

Basically we can't get off two main discussions of theories discussed by Plato in his works. One of them is related to the theory of " Inspiration "and the other is the theory of  “ Imitation ". The most important ideas or theories discussed by Plato .

What's inspiration? He belief that arts and poetry are the result of inspiration. They are inspired. He wants to define how it is inspired. When someone is inspired it indicates a state of something out of the control of humans it’s a power imposed on people and we have no control on it. He belief that we can't control the power of poetry that it’s the power of our will to control the act of resetting poetry. These poets are not in, they are on will. When they write poetry that’s a power imposed by higher beings a power which is above their control and it gives them the ability to reset poetry. This is the theory of inspiration that God  would give this power to those people and when you're in such a situation you don't have the power to say what you say it's not your idea or power to write of something above your human mind. When a poet tells a poem does not mean that this is themselves resetting this work or these words but it’s a power above them that makes them say their poems it's not their will or conscious. So we cannot relate what they say to what they belief in .It’s a sublime, a higher gift, power or position that some special people have. Those people or poets who would say something you may not belief in is not their own words. That mean that the production of that poet can't always be moral or of wisdom sometimes it can be immoral or unethical so they can't control this power. That means anything can happen. 

Plato was very conscious and critical about poets in his society, For him they posses this divine power because poetry has an influence on people. It touches the heart of people,  soften the heart, emotions, feeling or affect their ideas or beliefs and. That might lead to dangerous results which is something not of a good sake for society.

Plato in his "Republic" insists that poet should not be included in this book or the ideal nation he was writing about and he thought they should be executed because of their effect on people and their influence on their thoughts because their words are powerful and they posses this divine gift  of inspiration that might lead to bad influence on society and people would follow them in things that might be immoral or unethical and that would cause the destruction of beliefs and rules .He believed that poets had the power of authority on people .

The other theory of " Imitation" . It's important to know that our age is different from the age of Plato because of this  sometimes  it's hard to imagine, recognize or understand his ideas of imitation because we are living in an age of material objects but at certain times his ideas of imitations were able to be applied because his age was different with their customs and beliefs.

The theory of " Imitation" can be summarized to have three stages or levels of the objects that everything in life has three levels :

1) The ideal.

2) The object in real life.

3) The imitation of the object in real life.

There is an ideal as an example like having aboard with four legs of wood an image that we can use to sit on so if we want to imitate this ideal or image how would it be? on what shape would it be imitated? it can't be imitated with a table ,chair or may be a bed something to sit on or to use that’s the objects who would make these objects they are human the carpenters who have the expert or knowledge of cutting and making shapes of the woods this is the object in life then comes the imitation of this object which is the poet people who would use these objects in their works  may describe this object imagine and talk about it in different shapes so here in poetry poets are imitating real objects that we see and it's not the real ideal because there are real higher ideal of the objects but those poets are imitating the imitation of the ideal so now poetry is about three times away from the ideal objects or image of something and it does not actually imitate the ideal but it imitates the object in life not the ideal that’s why its third time away from reality  .

Poetry is engaged only in imitating appearances. That’s why it can be of harmful effect because it is not reality not dealing with the real things but it deals with appearances of things not the truth of things. 

This is the theory of "Imitation" that Plato discussed. There is also a famous theory the theory of chaos in which it explained how he imagined this kind of imitation. 

This theory of chaos he described the situation in which there are people who are at the entrance of a cave and they are tired they do not have the ability to look back only to look forward. Behind them there is a fire and people doing lots of activities. The tired people only can look forward to a wall will only see reflections of their fire shadows on the wall and that would not be real all the time because it won't show you the reality because reflections are deceiving  of those people of how they look like because the shadow may reflect an animal which is actually the hand of the artist so what we think is real on the shadow is not actually representing reality so suppose that those people would turn what would they see?  they would see the fire and with fire there is life when they turn and see the light they won't see properly everything will be blurry and they won't see everything as it is and they won't  be able to realize the real objects because their eye sight is dazzled and they can't see the real thing so this is the problem of the theory of "Imitation" that Plato discussed.

  Poetry is assigned to imitate objects that are not ideal an ideal of beauty as it is a concept that people have but what do we know the ideal images of beauty ? no have reflections of what beauty means and how it would be accurse as an example the beauty of nature and scents, smells, colors that we get from flowers also the morals and the beauty of human beings who act morally that we can perused also, Childs and their beauty of appearance and action, shape they represent beauty. lots of reflections and appearances of the idea of beauty so it's not just one concept or appearance of beauty.

The meaning or the concept of beauty is different from one place to another for example today they appreciate the beauty of camels not how it would carry things while others would prefer cats or dogs … also female beauty is different from place to place Africa had different concepts for a female beauty different from Europe from Asia. 

We have one word which is beauty but different appearances of the idea of beauty but how can this beauty be represented in art or in poetry? how would they express or represent the idea of beauty? Is it through imitating the ideal of beauty or the concept of beauty? No they try to copy what's in real life for example you would read poems of the beauty of nature landscape, a woman, an animal or a child but they are just imitation of imitation and that’s what poetry and art is about its an imitation of imitation because what we see as a representation of beauty is imitation this is imitation1 then the imitation of it comes in art and that’s imitation2 that’s why Plato is very cautious and conscious about the imitation of reality represented in art and poetry he is worried that art and poetry is the outcome of inspiration no control of so because it does not deal with the reality or real idea then it would have a harming influence and misleading for people.

 We would belief it's true while it's not an example of his article discussing how poets write and talk of things they know nothing about or belief in for example a poet would speak or write about things they don’t know about such as the drawing of a chair or a table here the artist does not know about making a table but the way he imitates the image of that table would make people think or belief that he is an expert because he gave beautiful artistic pictures showing arts and colors and angels and shades of colors and arts of making this chair while actually he can't make a chair or a table because. He is an artist not a carpenter or an expert  who knows everything because to know everything is to have the power of knowledge and that would give him the power to control people so we are affected  because to know gives you the power to control people and people would follow. For example we would sometimes belief things that come in TV we would at some point mix it with real life because they show us those people acting but the difference is their way of treating the situation and how this would affect an influence our way of thinking because we enjoy and it affect things around us it. That's why the artist is powerful because he can affect their thoughts their feelings their actions.

 As a result of this Plato was aware of the importance and power of art on people and because of this power he was so critical and conscious about this power and how it would have bad influence on people in society for example poets would make people rage as well as making them accept something and that’s not a good thing all the time.

 In his age Plato said that those poets made people think that this leader is a great leader or that he is misleading them and this would affect order in his republic and order can't be achieved while people are inspired by greater upper powers with this ability that they represent not reality but appearance or imitation and would change the point of view of people and make people agree or disagree while they should do the opposite. This is mainly the two main important that Plato had discussed 
Homework for next week : 

Articles for Aristotle  'Ion'  to be divided into pages and each group will do a presentation get the main ideas and discuss it in your own group to present, and the final result is that each one will stand on the platform and discuss an issue will get other colleagues to follow up and understand how you do it is your own job. 
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