
Poetry


An introduction to "My Last Duchess" by Robert Browning:

He was a great romantic poet influenced by Shelly and Shelly was a non believer in God as an affection by the doubts and skepticism of everything even religion and God. he is the husband of Elizabeth browning
In his poem "My Last Duchess", he is talking to himself. This poem is a monologue in which he speaks to himself. The speaker is the duke of  Ferrara and speaks about his wife as a duchess in a portrait. So, there is a portrait of his wife or the duchess who is the wife of the duke and in this portrait the duchess is smiling. He is accusing that she is smiling on the people she is seeing. He suspects that she is flirting or that she is a flirt with any one even if the other man is not her husband that’s why he killed her because he belief she is not being faithful to him as she smiles to other men. He feel she is no longer in his control. He killed her so that she is no longer to flirt with anyone else. 
In this age when browning was living if a women was to commit adultery, her husband was to put an end to her life. At that time when browning was living women were looked at as an object not a human being but used as slaves to be bought and sold. No woman would do anything on her own. 
He spoke about his duke who killed his wife because he thought she is not being faithful and she deserves to be killed. After this final partition of killing his wife he is negotiating another thing which is to have the behavior of God. He wanted to be dealt with as a god to his wife or that she deals with him with complete surrender. He wants the wife to be an object in his complete control. That she is an object not a human being. At that time as mentioned above women were treated like objects without a soul or a mind.
when he wanted to marry again and he wanted to have a wife with these qualities which is to be a complete surrendering object that never argue or do anything he does not like or to be completely in his control. He wanted to have this as his last duchess and because she was not in his control she was not deserving to live but to be killed by his own hand. Then, he will try marrying another woman who better be of the qualities of an object just surrendering to him.

The duke did not like his wife but loved her portrait because it’s a piece of art but not his wife. He did not love his wife and the evidence is how he treated her like an object to be killed if out of control. The portrait and the woman in the portrait are suppose to be in his control. If not, then she does not deserve living. He never thought of anything but himself and if he does not have control, then she should be killed. 
He unveils the portrait of his wife. He does not want anyone to see her smile and he wanted to own her beauty and he never let anyone see her except those he wanted them to see her. This is the irony in this poem. He does not want her to smile at anyone and that’s why he killed her so he is being egoist or selfish. He never wanted her to smile at anyone and now after her death, this portrait became a piece of art he show to some people. So, he killed her because he does not want her smiling at any one. Yet, the smile of her is memorized on a portrait that will live forever and he is showing it some people although he claimed he was jealous on her.
Same idea we would see in Othello and how he wanted to control Desdemona.  
