ادب اطفال / عبد الجواد النادي 
الشرايح المهمه بالمحاضره الاولى المباشره لمادة ادب اطفال
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History

* Children’s literature first clearly emerged as a
distinct and independent form of literature in
the second half of the 18th century, before
which it had been at best only in an
embryonic stage.

* This word means: preliminary, starting,
growing, still in the making
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History (continued)

* In 1865 Alice in Wonderland” was
written, the first book that was
written for mere enjoyment. & that
marked the beginning of children’s
literature

* The author is the English author
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson
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*Why did children prefer reading Gulliver’s
Travels and Robinson Crusoe to reading books
by scholars and preachers?

1. The latter books were dull

2. The former books were available
3. Both novels were a must at schools
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Features of Children's Literature
Some general features of Children's Literature:
It has to....be easy
It has to....be simple
It has to....contain a message
It has to....have a moral lesson
It has to....attractive/surprising /exciting /
Provide adventures

Nown,RwNR

Suspense
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

1. s simple and straightforward.

* You cannot use complex language or
difficult issues in talking to kids.

* This does not mean that vocabulary needs

to be overly simplistic or that style should

be choppy or flat (as too many books for
children are).
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

2. Focuses on action.
Subtle psychological events are often
implied through narration and comment on
actions.

» Thoughts and ideas will make children

absent minded or they would lose interest

easily. So it is better to keep them focussed
on action.
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

3. Is about childhood.

Naturally. It cannot talk about adults. Or wars
or marriage or higher studies or the UN.
Only the concerns of childhood.
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History (Questions)

* In 1865 Alice in Wonderland” was
written by

* the English author Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson

* The French author Flaubert

* The German author Goethe
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Warm-up: definitions

Before we talked about the nature and ¢
characteristics of children’s literature,
we tried to define the two terms
children and literature .

This would help us to understand a lot *
about the nature of the genre and to be
specific about this interesting new field
of study.
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Children’s Literature: Definitions

“Children’s literature is good quality
trade books for children from birth to
adolescence, covering topics of
relevance and interests to children of
those ages, through prose and poetry,
fiction and nonfiction.”
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Despite the recent trend of categorizing children's literature
by age, an increasing number of adults have begun reading
children's books, blurring the boundaries between children's
and adult texts. Although children's literature is intended
primarily for children, it is more accurate to view such texts as
having dual audiences of children and adults. Adults,
particularly parents, teachers, and librarians, often function as
gatekeepers who identify appropriate texts for children. Since
children's literature has been marketed and purchased by
adults who, in turn, present it to children, authors and
publishers have attempted to produce children's texts that
appeal to the desires of the actual adult purchaser, if not the
child reader of the text. In the picture book and chapter book
genres especially, an adult reads to a child or children in a

group.
* From birth to the age of 18




