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General English provides a directed review of English language skills 

with an emphasis on the reinforcement and expansion of 

comprehension through practice in reading plus complementary work 

on listening, speaking and writing skills 
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English: Reading concentrates on the development of reading skills, 

specifically skills pertinent to students in a university environment: aspects of 

information retrieval, ascertaining the subject or purpose of a text, using 

context to infer meaning of words, phrases and larger text segments. Texts 

will be in areas pertinent to areas of specialization in the college: social 

sciences, languages and general culture 
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“Writing” provides the student with practice in English writing skills 

from the sentence to the paragraph level. It deals with basic aspects: 

handwriting, punctuation, capitalization…, as well as text 

development from simple to compound/complete sentences and on to 

paragraph formation. 
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“Listening Comprehension” is the first of three listening/speaking courses. 

It is an intermediate level course which focuses on the comprehension of 

auditory output. As such the course develops listening comprehension of a 

number of varieties of English as used in real life situations. The emphasis is 

on oral comprehension in academic settings: lectures, note-taking, and re-

producing content after listening. Conversational English, dialogues and 

debates are also included. 
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“Reading” is the first of three reading courses. It aims at intermediate and 

post-intermediate levels. It covers various types of texts and focuses on 

vocabulary building and comprehension. In addition, the course has a self-

improvement component which widens students’ scope and reading abilities. 
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“Composition (1)” is the first of three writing courses. The course focuses 

on a variety of methods of developing composition by description. It covers 

writing compositions of a moderate length (2-4 paragraphs) and activities 

which familiarize students with the techniques of writing a topic sentence, a 

thesis statement, and controlling ideas. The course also includes writing an 

outline and making a summary. 
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“Grammatical structure” is the first of three courses on English grammar 

and syntax. It covers different aspects of sentence structure in English. This 

will cover subject-verb agreement, the noun phrase, the verb phrase (tense 

and aspect, Model auxiliaries) and gerunds and infinitives. The course 

focuses on exercises including meaningful drills based on ordinary everyday 

language. Development of motor skills that incorporate English structure is 

highlighted.  
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“Listening/speaking” is the second listening course in the program. It covers 

long passages (monologues, dialogues and conversations) in addition to 

academic lectures of intermediate and post-intermediate levels. It focuses on 

various interactive listening activities and taking-note and presenting them in 

a coherent format. It focuses on selected aspects of spoken language, and 

gives students a chance to debate issues and give simple short presentations 

on topics covered in the listening component.  
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“Non-fictional Prose” is the second reading course. It includes post-

intermediate to advanced materials which are analyzed and studied 

individually and in groups. The process of vocabulary building continues and 

comprehension techniques are also applied. The course continues with 

students’ extensive reading programs of reading for self development. 
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“Composition (2)” is the second writing course. It focuses on a range of 

methods of advanced composition development: spacial, chronological, 

hypothetical and expository. The last includes development by analysis, 

definition, and comparison and contrast.  In addition, it reinforces the skills 

of outlining and summary making.   
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“Grammatical Rules and systems” introduces the rules and systems of 

sentence structure in English. The course covers clause types in English and 

their realizations in the sentence. It also studies the mechanisms of co-

ordination, subordination and embeddedness in different grammatical units. 

Grammatical systems surveyed in the course including: voice, gender, 

number, transitivity, mood and modality.  
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“Introduction to Linguistics” is an introductory course which surveys the 

main topics of General Linguistics. It starts from discussion of the general 

properties of human language and moves on to introduce the main levels of 

linguistic analysis: Phonetics, Phonology, Morphology, Syntax and 

Grammar, and Semantics and Pragmatics. It also relates recent developments 

in Pragmatics, Sociolinguistics, Psycholinguistics and Discourse analysis to 

the general theory of language.  
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The course traces the cultural revolution as it spread from Italy to other parts 

of the European continent and finally to England. Topics will include the 

Reformation, social and political conduct, and the intellectual and literary 

movements.  

The course provides an introduction to the literary genres of the century 

,mainly poetry and drama .There will be a survey of Renaissance authors, 

examining selected literary texts in their historical contexts ,example: 

Shakespeare, Marlowe, Webster, Spencer, Wyatt and Surrey . 
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“Arts of Speech” is the third and last speaking course in the program. It 

focuses on advanced speaking skills. It covers high level rhetorical 

communication skills by giving oral presentation, and contributing to 

classroom oral activities based on various types of prompts (visual, audio and 

video materials). The course also covers oral argumentation, and coherent 

organization of spoken discourse, and “standard” English speech.    
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“English Thought and Culture” focuses on the landmarks that have 

influenced English, and Anglo-Saxon intellectual life and culture. As such it 

starts from the early foundation of European Thought, Plato and Aristotle, 

and moves to medieval contributions from Arabic and Islamic culture. The 

last part of the course covers Empiricism and contemporary socio-cultural 

trends.    
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“Essay” is the third and last course in writing. It focuses on the 

argumentative essay, trying to provide students with the rationale, examples, 

techniques and training in this type of academic and public mode of text-

type. The course covers the traditional structure of argumentation (Major 

premise, minor premise and conclusion), and thesis statement- supporting 

details model. The course takes the form of analysis of exemplary essays, of 

detailed outlines and of the methods of collecting and using published 

resurces to report and argue a certain position.    
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“Translation Theory” introduces the main approaches to the theory and 

practice in translation. It covers psychological, socio-cultural, linguistic and 

hermeneutic theories of translation.  It briefly treats the rising field of 

Translation Studies, Machine Translation and computer-aided translation. 

The course provides coverage of methodological issues and techniques 

relevant to the practical courses that follow.   
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“Phonetics and Phonology” introduces the main areas in the study of sounds 

in human language. It covers the main areas of articulatory Phonetics of 

English. It focuses on the phonology of English starting from the units of the 

phoneme and the syllable. It also includes the prosodic features of stress and 

intonation.    
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This course depends on close reading of texts in a variety of genres (poetry, 

drama, and non-fiction prose) concentrating on such topics as verse forms, 

the nature of satire, irony, and mock-forms; the authority of human 

knowledge; and the enlightenment as an intellectual movement. 

The course covers three historical periods: (a) the early 17
th

 century, the 

Restoration period, and the Neo-Classical age. A selection of poems and 

plays by writers such as Milton, Herbert, Marvell, Pope, Dryden, Ben 
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‘Modernity’ as a context is of prime importance, since the rise of the novel 

proper corresponds to the inauguration of the modern era. The course opens 

with a cultural background of England during the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries, that serves as a layout for discussion of the prescribed texts. The 

course proceeds by groping for embedded concepts and ideas in relation to 

character portrayal and progression of events. An over-view of the narrative 

poetics and their particular employment to further enhance the meaning 

would be a completive step for a proposed contextual reading of the texts.   
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“Syntax and Morphology” is the third and last course on English grammar 

and syntax. It introduces the main advances in English generative syntax. It 

also covers the elaborations on GG as in case grammar and communicative 

competence, in addition to the recent advances in minimal grammar and 

Universal Grammar. The course includes a survey of the main methods of 

morphology and word-formation in English.   
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“Semantics and Pragmatics” introduces basic areas of Semantics and 

Pragmatics, with emphasis on lexical Semantics and Speech Acts theory. The 

course covers the topics of structural semantics under collocation and 

semantic field, and main sense relations: hyponymy, synonymy, antonymy 

and polysemy. It briefly introduces componential analysis and language 

universals.  It also provides a preliminary coverage of Speech acts theory, 

Implicature and Grice Maxims.  
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“Applied Linguistics” covers the main areas of applying linguistic 

knowledge in specific professions, particularly teaching English and 

translation. The course surveys areas such as error analysis and 

interlanguage, language testing and evaluation, learning and teaching, 

syllabus and curriculum deign, and communication skills. In addition, it 

discusses approaches to first and second language acquisition and language 

planning.  
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“Translating Text Types (Arabic-English/ English-Arabic)” focuses on 

practice in translating four main text-types: Media (especially first page 

newspaper articles), business and finance, the language of advertisements, 

and academic articles. From the media newspaper front-page articles are 

selected; from the world of business, the emphasis is on business news and 

reports, bank forms and leaflets, and companies and stock news and reviews. 

From academic research articles, the abstracts are practiced.   
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A survey of British fiction in the 20
th

 century will be provided with 

consideration to the new developments regarding the genre during this 

period. Aspects of modern fiction that deal with the fragmentation of the 

moral and spiritual values and its effect on the form and the content of the 

novel will be stressed.   
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The course contains three significant literary movements: Romantic, Victorian and 

Modern. These literary periods will be examined, analyzed and evaluated through 

comprehensive understanding of the literary history. Romantic aesthetic development, 

Victorian intellectual reforms and Moderns innovative techniques will be thoroughly 

explored. Philosophical, social and intellectual changes must be discussed to provide 

the students with basic background of the periods. Major poets should be taught such 

as: Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Byron, Shelley, Tennyson, the Brownings, 

Arnold,  Hardy, Yeats, Owen,Auden and Eliot.  
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“Psycholinguistics” introduces the main areas of Psycholinguistics. It covers 

the main mechanisms involved in natural language processing, the main 

theories of language learning with emphasis on the mentalist approach. It also 

reviews selected areas of language pathology. The course also reviews the 

psychological nature of concepts, semantic representation, linguistic 

primitives and the relationship between understanding and interpretation.    
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“Sociolinguistics” introduces the main areas of studying language in its 

social context. The course elaborates on sociolinguistics as different from the 

sociology of language. Language determines and hence controls social 

factors such as social class, socio-cultural variables, gender, race, and other 

situational parameters. The course focuses on British and American 

Sociolinguistics, including dialects and other social factors in addition to 

variation according to use, i.e. registers, sublanguages, text-types and genres 

in English.     
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“Language Planning” discusses the main factors governing the linguistic 

conventions and norms, and language in contact. The course examines the 

role of socio-cultural factors and educational institutions in language 

replacement, and “standard” language. It discusses the role of standard 

language in nation building and in academic settings (Arabization). The 

course studies selected cases of language planning such as South Africa, 

India, Malaysia and Tanzania.  
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“Language Variation” introduces the main areas of studying the 

relationship between linguistic variables and certain social or psychological 

variables. It focuses on the areas where correlations between a linguistic 

feature and extra-linguistic an variable. The extra-linguistic variables cover 

notions such as race, gender, minorities, ethnic group, and personality traits 

such as attitude, maturation, intelligence, memory, and attrition.  
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“Creative Translation” is a practical course which focuses on translating 

creative texts. This includes translating examples from Arabic and English 

rhetorical texts such as historical Islamic documents and oration. In addition, 

the course covers translating literary works ranging from novels and short 

stories to poetry.  
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Theoretical Criticism: 
This course provides an exposure to the main discourse and practices of 

literary and cultural theory. It examines critical approaches to literary texts 

starting with the early formations of the problem of interpretation with Plato 

and Aristotle, then it moves through different schools till it reaches the 

twentieth century with its application to literature and culture including major 

theories and applications such as Modern Criticism, Russian Formalism, 

Reader Oriented theories, and Post-Colonial studies. These approaches will 

be studied in terms of their abilities to address major issues and component of 

the literary process (author, text, reader, history, culture). The students will 

be tested on selected literary texts from Sidney, Dryden, the Neo-Classics, 

the Romantics, T.S. Eliot, Wolfgang Iser, Mikhail Baktin, Edward Said, and 

others. 

 Practical Criticism: 
This course is composed of a selection of literary texts to be given to the 

students for analysis. Students should be able to apply the literary theories 

they have studied to those texts.   
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This course examines Western drama ,from the middle of the nineteenth 

century through the Second World War, which aspired to new levels of 

theatrical and social realism and then experimented with piercing the 

boundaries of the realism it had achieved.  It is a study of mainly European 

and British modern and avant-garde drama in the period from Ibsen to the 

present, including a close reading and analysis of a selection from the 

following playwrights and the dramatic schools they represent: 

Ibsen, Chekhov ,Yeats, Syng, Eliot, Beckett & Osborne.   
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“Research Methodology and Design” is a basic course which prepares 

students for designing and carrying small-scale research projects in the areas 

of language studies and Linguistics. It deals with methodological problems in 

humanities ranging from empiricism to Ethnomethodology and hermeneutics. 

In addition, it covers experimental design, sampling and data collection in 

various types of corpora. The course also covers research techniques and 

styles such as the APS style.       
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“Discourse Analysis and Pragmatics” introduces the main areas of 

studying text and language varieties. The areas include discourse markers, 

textual units, text structuring, cohesion and coherence, and conversational 

analysis. In addition the course covers specific techniques used in the 

analysis of varieties of speech and writing. There is also special emphasis on 

the study of macro-functions of language as seen in the analysis of actual 

texts.    
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English Language and Computer Technology introduces the main areas of 

applying computer technology in the field of language studies. These areas 

include a variety of applications based on Natural Language Processing 

(NLP), such as computer aided language learning (CALL), corpus studies, 

and distance learning. The course covers the potential of computer 

applications in a variety of fields in Language studies.  
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“Consecutive translation” is a practical course which focuses on developing 

the skills of producing a translation within a short time (directly after hearing 

the Source Text). The text used in the course are mainly newspaper material 

representing public (non-specialization) domain/knowledge and popular 

science. The main thrust is to produce a current oral translation.  
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“Machine Translation” surveys the history of Machine Translation (MT) 

and discusses the components and characteristics of MT programs. It also 

focuses on one well-known MT program, Systran, in an attempt to study a 

classical case of developing MT programs over a long time. The course also 

examines some output of MT programs currently used in the local Arabic-

English English-Arabic translation market.    
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“Translating Terminology” contains a theoretical and a practical part. The 

first part explores Arabic- English and English-Arabic translation of technical 

terms in relation to the theory of naming and the question of arbitrariness of 

the linguistic sign and sense relations (polysemy and homonymy).  Examples 

of some approaches to defining and rendering technical terms across 

language and a case study of the development of translational terminology in 

an academic field will be studied.     
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The course offers a brief introductory survey concentrating on major writers, 

works trends and genres. The course examines the major literary movements 

of: Romanticism, Transcendentalism, Realism, Naturalism and ending with 

the Harlem Renaissance. At least one novel, one play, and a collection of  

poems to be closely studied of the works of writers such as Longfellow, Poe, 

Howthorne, Melville, Dickinson, Whitman, Twain, James, Frost, O’Neill, 

Hemingway, O’Connor, Stevens, Hughes, Cullen, Wright, and others. 
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The versatility of the short story makes it, indeed, a genre that accommodates 

diverse subjects, narrative techniques and cultural contexts calling for 

variegated approaches. Both American and European short stories make the 

material of the course. The brevity of the short story fosters a relatively 

comprehensive reading that involves a hermeneutical  process attends to the 

meaning of the work and a theoretical address to the meaning as well. A 

minimum of six short stories are to be covered.  
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This course is designed as a survey of literature written for children covering 

traditional and contemporary children's literature. Fairy tales and other works 

emerging from oral tradition, picture books, poetry, juvenile novels, are all 

considered, both for their general literary qualities and in terms of what they 

have to offer to children. 

Emphasis is on the selection and analysis of books for children of different 

age groups from preschool age through junior school ages. The student will 

study the various types of literature for children, and gain familiarity with 

different authors, of both fiction and nonfiction, British, American and cross-

cultural children's books.  
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The course is designed to introduce students to the central theoretical 

issues that define the discipline of Comparative Literature through 

studying different schools of comparative literature ; French , German 

and American .  

There must be one full  reading devoted to each of the three major 

literary genres in Arabic and English ; poetry, drama and narrative, to 

provide an in-depth understanding of Comparative  Literature  . And through 

these texts students are expected  to  detect certain features that determine the 

nature of the literature of each culture , and  be acquainted with  translation 

studies , sociology , critical theory  and history   
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“Graduation Project” is a course which makes use of previous course in 

terms of application of methodology and content. Students are going to 

choose one of the three main domains (language, translation or literature) to 

work on and produce project under supervision. The choice is guided by the 

student’s performance in previous courses. The project can be based on work 

or field experience (depending on availability) or on research relevant to the 

student’s orientation and future work.       
  


