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e LECTURE-11-

e My Last Duchess-Robert Browning

e EXxplanation
e That is my last Duchess ............ look at her
e The messenger of a neighboring Count has come to
the Duke of Ferrara.
Sl @sall ela i SI jla 8 Gigradll o
e The Duke of Ferrara is a widower, his last Duchess
died recently, and he intends to marry the daughter of
the Count.
o )l (st ¢ 3 A Y A8 gall b i) A 5e g Jal 1l 35200 @
(i oSI) Al
e The Duke shows to the messenger the portrait of the
last Duchess painted on the wall.
3o A8 ol lailall e e by g Cgrnall 3oall yelay e
e The picture has been well done that it appears life-like
and realistic. It looks a living, breathing reality.
Blaall s Admall Helat Aaad) 5 3LaS gasi 5 ) guall Ciival S5
e The Duke is proud of it and considers it a remarkable
piece of art.

AN (e Al AadadS L Hiimg g cllhy ) 038 (35300 @
e He proudly tells the messenger that the picture is the
work of the famous painter, Fra Pandolf.
el i el Jas (e (8 5l O Cigmadll A6 55 0 @
sl 18
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e | said' Fra Pandolf............ to turn and ask thus
e The Duke shows the portrait of his last Duchess to the
messenger who has come with an offer of marriage on
behalf of the daughter of a neighboring Count.
U glae el el A o smaall 35N 4850l 5 ) s (3901 (o @
Sl ol Al e Al 2155
e He would expect the daughter of his master, the
Count, if she becomes his wife, to concentrate all his
attention on himself.
e Aalaial JS S 5 el ) el sl e S o Al 4] a8 51

JAaan

e The messenger was the first person to turn to him
inquiringly. He would satisfy his curiosity.
A b anfil ) judive A1 Jon padd J ) & gasall
e He himself would explain to him (the messenger) the
cause of that deep, serious expression.
Dbl el 5 Granll Cunall (G gaall) Al 2y 4 a3 Jli
o Sir, it was not................. That spot of joy.
e |n the portrait, the Duchess is shown to have a faint
blush on her cheeks.
lead o Cala a8 pealy 48 pal) jelai 3 ) geally
e The Duke explains to the messenger how that slight
flush of joy came to her cheeks.
z A e sl Lpasy Cashall Sl sea¥) o CaS Srgaall o) sy @
e |t was caused merely by the pleasure she derived from
the presence of her husband.

Lea 50 Jsie (e Babuna Ll (o Lo Aaie 3 jaay sl @
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e As a matter of fact, she had a childish heart and was
easily moved even by little acts of courtesy.
el (o Jla1 A sy Ll (5 ya 50t sila ll Lgaale jaY) ol 53
Alalaall
e The Duchess, as a matter of fact, had a simple,
innocent nature, ready to appreciate even little acts of
courtesy, and was easily pleased by a trifle.
ol amia) e g e jall ailday g ddagee 48 5alla sl Ju e o
ol 8 e gl A ggan 5 Alelaall il (e AL Jlae )
e But the Duke regards it as rather childish on her part.
Rather, in his opinion she lacked in dignity.
O Ll el e Yoyl Leailas (e Ailina La iy 353l (<1 @
il S
e He would expect a more proper behavior from his
second wife.
AUl a5 e aalad) S slod) (0 2 5all 2B 535 @
e She had a heart- how shall I say.....cccceceeeeeen... on
blush at least
e The duke further tells the messenger that the last
Duchess had a very simple, childish nature.
aal il Aaplay laa Aas L 4S Jlie AY Signdll G50l S5k o
e He fails to find suitable words to describe her childish
simplicity.
A sahall ddaliadly Lgdia d danlie GlalS alagl (e Jac o
e She was pleased by trifles. She like everything she
looked at.

Al ki 5 JS ady clalall la gy e Cu el o

3 dsda [l €]



ANASF

e She could not judge and distinguish between what was
really worthwhile and what was not.
Alaid WL ypaa e 5 i s Le Gn Saall g oSall plaind Y L) e
s
e She had no discrimination, or sense of right and
wrong.
Wl g ol gually g o ¢ a5 Ll (il @
e The Duke is critical of the dead duchess.
485l gl a3l @
e His vanity is hurt at the very thought that she treated
his own presents at par with petty trifles given to her
by others.
AL (5 giuaS sblaa o pel alalatgo K8 ) pia Josy Ll @
OAY) U8 e Lgd el b
e She thanked man ........c.cce...... anybody's gift
e The last Duchess was simple, innocent, and frank
hearted.

T iy g Ay ddayy Bl CilS o
e She thought there was no harm in thanking those who
showed her even a trifling courtesy.
Enall b e Sin L edal (eSS dpa gl 5 pm aa g Y il ks o
AlalaaS
e She would appreciate even the slightest courtesy

shown to her. The Duke did not like this.
Ay Y Gl Ll @ pedal Alalae (Y W i ge cy el o
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e His pride was hurt. She could not differentiate
between the gift of rank and position that he had given
her and the petty trifles that others presented to her.
lallae | auim g g 4 e 403 G el aldaiasi ol 25U ,S = 20 @
C R AY) (e el 3 raa Gilaldd g
e She thanked everybody in the same way.
ALl by ganll K5
e The Duke is critical of the conduct of his last Duchess
and considers it unbecoming and frivolous.
Ada e 948y e b e g5 Al A8 sl & lu (3 gall aE o
e In his opinion, she lacked in dignity and intelligence.
SN g A S ) Ea ]y @
e Who would stoop........c....... I choose never to
stoop
e The Duke tells the messenger that his last Duchess had
the childish habit of thanking everybody.
Sl Alga sale L 5, 485l (b Gsmaall Goal) Uy
RareN|
e There was no harm in thanking others as such, but she
failed to distinguish between the valuable gifts given
to her by him, and the ordinary acts of courtesy done
by others.
O ety L8 LT ¢ gaill gy oy AYI S cllia oY o
L ald 3l dalal) Alalaad) Jlee | g i Led cuadd il Al Llagll
e A
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e The duke further says that he did not try to correct her
and put an end to her foolishness in thanking
everybody, because he thought it hurts him to take
note of her childish conduct.

Leiilaat 2 a5 5 Lgmpmna Jslag ol 4y Ll 3 5all 3500l & @
(AR S sy Lle LT (o o o 4l g 4 el S
e The speech clearly reveals that the Duke is a proud
and conceited person.
sads Hg e gadd s (35l bz s s ladll CRESH o
e He has false notions of dignity and decorum.
sl g Al KU AL S8 4l o

e Oh, Sir, she smiled............. smiles stopped
together

e The Duke tells the messenger that the last Duchess did
not know how to conduct herself with dignity and
decorum as the wife of a man of rank and birth like
himself.

o i (oS oyt Y 5 50A Y] A8 gall 4l ¢ graall G50l Jsis @

ol ge (i g S 53 Ja )y da s ) (3535 Al S
e She had the habit of smiling. She smiled at everybody.
el Cranty) ALl sale Ll S o

e Her habit of smiling and thanking for the slightest
courtesy shown to her increased so much that he could
no longer tolerate it.

amy ol i da jal L G je Alalae Y Sl ALY 3ale o
lla Jasd e )l
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e Therefore he gave orders that her smiling should stop,
and all smiling was stopped.

. el aren g g clgialuiy] (i 5 Gl el oY) laci GllA o

e How did the smiles stop? What were the orders he
gave? The poet has left the meaning obscure.

el @l g Salall ) el Y1 & e € claluiy) (il gy 2K o
oadle Jixall

e I repeat the Count your master’s............ in
bronze for me

e The Duke now changes the subject and talks about his
intended marriage with the daughter of the Count, the
master of the messenger.

et oSl Al 3 geaall Anl 53 e Caaatg g sasall Gl e OY) e
- Sl ) -

e He tells the messenger that the natural generosity of
his master is sufficient guarantee that his legitimate
expectations for a dowry would be fully satisfied.
4ilad il LS Dilan 58 Aty e ormhall o U () Egmaall J 63 @

eall Llad slica i de g jiall

e A suitable dowry will not be denied to him.

anliall gall 5 S (Sar Y Cogs @

e Then very cunningly he adds that, of course, his
primary interest is not in the dowry but in the fair
daughter of the count.
el Gl s W) adlaia ) Jlall dapdage S Sy ilial 5 o

. Jamy Sl sy oSl
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e Analysis

e Written in 1842 by Robert Browning, "My Last Duchess" is the
dramatic monologue of the duke of Ferrara who is negotiating his
second marriage through an agent of the count of Tyrol on the grand
staircase of the ducal palace at Ferrara in northern Italy.

Tlsise RIAEY Gle A miigl p g,y dd 0e " My Last Duchess” @S o
o e Jgot < S S5 (30 yh e S as) g (a5l A1 ) ) pd (3 9all ) )2
Lyl Jlady 1)l 8 (3 9all juaill 5l

e Executing the elements of a dramatic monologue, the duke reveals his
situation and much more than he intends to the both the agent and the
reader.

o IS0 aady Lan 550 i€ g daia g (3 9al) CaliS ¢ hdal) dua o) o3 sall Lol jall palic o
ol 5 Sl

e Using iambic pentameter AABB couplets Robert Browning reveals the
horrifying story of the murder of the duke's previous wife through the
duke's conversation with the agent .

Jial de 5 yal) dail) CaSy) i g) gy adalid AABB (el Juniil) i) o
(S5l e (353l Aalas JOA (e AL (953l Aa g )

e As the duke attempts to paint an inaccurate picture of himself to the
agent, desiring to appear as a noble, but abused and caring, loving
husband who had no choice but to murder his prideful, disrespectful
wife, the duke's true controlling, manipulative, jealous nature is
revealed.

Bl (S5 (JaiS gandaie 4 5 (S sl s (o 4880 18 5 ) s )y B35l oy @
G ¢ Aa g3 lgial Ak Al (g LA 4l Gl (A 5 5l sl dle 5 Aalas
Ayt dapls CAIS 5 e Dia ¢ Aids Hlane
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o  Type of Workdaxl g s

e ". ..My Last Duchess" is a dramatic monologue, a poem
with a character who presents an account centering on a
particular topic .
dpaddy baualll G jeda ¢ el oz 15350 4 "My Last Duchess” e

(e g s sa e 13y S

e This character speaks all the words in the poem. During
his discourse, the speaker intentionally or unintentionally
reveals information about one or more of the following:
his personality, his state of mind, his attitude toward his
topic, and his response or reaction to developments
relating to his topic.

Ehaatall ¢ daladll JA J.uasﬂ_\ LIS e AT W\ 0dd @
Al iuadd uju\wfss o) A slaal CalS aiad g gl Aaly
diaie il yghai o alzd o) gl dilal g Al g in o olad 4d o Ayl
Ac saia sal

e The main focus of a dramatic monologue is this personal
Information, not the topic which the speaker happens to be
discussing .

ol s At o slaall o3a o Lal 50 L b 55 gall st I saall @

Azlie )5S G Calia A1 £ gaia sal

e The word monologue is derived from a Greek word
meaning to speak alone.

ohjeM\@deywsscﬂyﬁwSusw\ ®
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e Publication »l

e ... Browning first published poem under the title
"I. Italy" in 1842 in Dramatic Lyrics, a collection
of sixteen browning poems.

YAEY ale A" ], Jtaly"” O sie Cad &yl xiig) p3anad @

Zii sl dilal (e Ao gana s ¢ Al yraxey

e Brown changed the title of the poem to "My
Last Duchess" before republishing it in 1849 in
another collection, Dramatic Romances and
Lyrics.

sale) Ji& " My Last Duchess" ) savadll o)) sic (sl 3 e @

C by g

e Setting and Backgroundazilid ¢ Jaual)

e ... The setting of "My Last Duchess," a highly
acclaimed 1842 poem by Robert Browning, is
the palace of the Duke of Ferrara on a day in
October 1564.

8all | Hu€ Bluatinl Al "My Last Duchess” J bvall o
5 (Basd ]l 8 390 patl ¢ ALY ale miisl i)

Ao eS|
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e Characters<luaill)
e Speaker (or Narrator): The speaker is the Duke of
Ferrara.

Sl Gl s Gl s (sl ) ) aasiall @
e Browning appears to have modeled him after Alfonso
I1, who ruled Ferrara from 1559 to 1597.
) S (A ¢ U g gill ama Al Sl je o gmiigh p eda e
Nedy JAseed

e Alfonso was married three times but had no children.
Juadal agal Gl (ST5 ) je G a5 e guai gl IS @

e The poem reveals him as a proud, possessive, and
selfish man and a lover of the arts.

Ol ey ST s ¢ 538 S Bapall) (IS o

e He regarded his late wife as a mere object who existed
only to please him and do his bidding.

o_yal 5L aludll g ailiza yY o Caas 5 IS 3 jaaS 3,8 dda g ) iic] o

e Duchess: The late wife of the duke. Browning appears
to have modeled her after Lucrezia de' Medicl, a
daughter of Cosimo de' Medici (1519-1574),

2y el e e it gl seday 3sall 5 RN A g 3N (Ad 50l o
((VOVE1 0N ) cmidaa (53 san )5S Al (unia 52 Ly S )

e Emissary of the Count of Tyrol: The emissary has no
speaking role; he simply listens as the Duke of Ferrara
tells him about the late Duchess of Ferrara.
JJM&AL.MJ‘\_I\ (3l yeral Gl Egmall (J g i i Sl Eignia @

)3 a3 p AN A8 gall e Al J gl | ) pd (5 5all
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e Count of Tyrol: The father of the duke's bride-to-be.
mdmgyrll c a8l all g Jg i Sl o
e Daughter of the Count of Tyrol: The duke's bride-to-be
Is the daughter of the count
KR EH PP TPR [PL PR P PRV JURTR [ EH
e Fra Pandolph: The duke mentions him as the artist
who painted the fresco.
S e (LSS (g gall o SHal sl ] 8 e
e Model Question
e The speaker in My Last Duchess is..............
$ My Last Duchess & &aaiall o
e A- The Duchess B- The Queen
e C- The Duke D- The messenger
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