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Angels For One Another
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I was ocn my way home to Arizona from Turkey. I had a
four-hour layover in Frankfurt. But waiting was no problem.
I had books to read and letters to write. First 1 checked with the
airline for the place and time of departure.
And 1 went to the lounge of the departure
area. The airport was crowded that day, but
I saw cone row of five connected seats. That
row looked empty at first, but then I realized
it wasn’t. A long red duffel bag lay across
three of the seats. I toock the seat at the
other end.
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Abourt fifteen minutes later, 1 saw a beautiful young Indian
woman coming toward me. She had a baby in her arms and
two young girls at her side. The oldest of the three children,
a girl of about seven. was looking straight at me. And she
had daggers in her eyes. She stared at me with anger until
she sat down on the floor next to me. She opened a small
bag and ook out a beautiful white lace heart. It had been
crocheted by hand. She took a pair of scissors out of the
knapsack, and she was just about to drive the scissors into

the heart. [ spoke up, “That's the way to ruin that lovely
heart.”™ She turned and looked at me. “Someone who loves
yvyou must have made it for you,”™ 1 said.

"My grandmother made it,” she said. She put down the
SCISSOrs.
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The baby boy was coughing and crying. He was obviously
sick, and the mother was busy taking care of him. She
glanced at her daughters and at me. She looked tired and
unhappy. Then the seven-year-old reached into the knapsack.
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She pulled out a lovely piece of handmade lace. It was a long
strip, perhaps four meters in length. It was sewn to a long
piece of cloth; perhaps it had been cut from the bottom of a
dress. She reached for the scissors again. I spoke again. “What

pretty lace!” I said. “You could make something out of it.”
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The little girl and her three-year-old sister looked at me.
To them it was nothing. I showed them how, by working
together, we could separate the lace from the cloth. For more
than an hour, we worked. Stitch by stitch we freed the lace.
And we talked. They were going to Cincinnati, like I was.

(2 (o Dl g GO aall e LT g Aahall & s

OBl (ye il Jomd Uiy Ton Joanll DA (e ¢ S 4l Ui ngd S 5
C dalall s Bl o W (Bl im0 e 0508 Ulee 5 ¢ Aol e JSY
il S i Y5 ) sl ) S gl U

They lived in Indiana. Their father worked there. They had
been in India for their uncle’s wedding. I turned to their
mother; she and the baby were both asleep. We finished with
the lace, and then Sara took a book out of the bag. Her little
sister 'Elirﬁbéd, onto my lap, and together we read the book.
Ama fell asleep in my arms, but Sara talked on.
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The baby awoke, and the mother did too. She watched
her daughters and me for a while. Then she introduced herself
as Chandra. 1 told her that my name was Jean. And she
thanked me for letting her have a few moments of rest. Then

so she asked if she could leave her daughters with me for a few
minutes. She needed to change the baby’s diaper. It was no
problem for me. The girls seemed comfortable, and 1 was
enjoying their company. The baby fell back asleep after they
returned. Then the girls and I went to wash our hands and

ss comb our hair. And then we were all back together in the
waiting room.

Suddenly Sara looked up at me and said, “They tried to kill
Grandma.”™ 1 was obviously shocked by her words. 1 glanced
at her mother.
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The mother said, “That’s right.” And then the three of
them told me their story. They had gone to India for the
wedding of the girls” uncle. It was a very big celebration for a
very important family. Three hundred guests were coming. The
house was painted inside and out. The family treasures were
taken out of the bank wvault for the occasion. New servants
were hired too. One of the new workers was a new cook. The
day after the wedding., the groom and bride left on a trip.
Chandra and her children went with Grandfather in the car to
Delhi to catch the plane. It would take a full day to get there.

From the airport in Delhi, they called to say goodbye and
heard this story.
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The coock had put some poison, a sleeping medicine, in
the food. Everyone who ate the food fell into a deep sleep.
Chandra’s mother, sister, brother-in-law, the night guards,
and all the other servants had fallen asleep. In the momming.
the day guard came to the house. No one was there to open
the gate. No one answered when he called. He went to the
police. They found that all the wedding gifts were gone. All
the family treasures were missing. And everyone in the
house was sound asleep, drugged. By noon everyone had
awakened, except Grandma. They took her to the hospital
and tried to wake her up, but she was still asleep. Nothing.
it seemed, would wake her up.
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Chandra asked if I would stay with the girls while she

tried to telephone again. This time, she came back happy.

Her mother was awake. She was still very sick, but she

would be all right.

I asked, “Has she been in good health?”

Chandra replied, “Yes, she is still a young syoman.”
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At that moment the announcement came over the public
address system. They would be boarding our flight in fifteen
minutes. I asked which seats they had. Chandra said, “Can
you believe it? I am traveling halfway around the world with
three children, and I don’t even have an aisle seat. We’re in
the middle three seats of row 23.” My seat was next to theirs,

on the end of the row. What a coincidence!
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Then we returned to our conversation. Chandra mentioned
that her mother’s birthday had just passed, on April 3. So
had mine. In a few sentences we realized that her mother
and I were born on exactly the same day. Chandra said, “I
needed an angel, and you were sent to take my mother’s
place.” Ama sat on my lap and slept all the way across the
Atlantic, and Sara talked to me non-stop.
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Word Meaning
aisle seat a place to sit next to the walkway
(oilall 2nidll) (aall) i) oy (o slall S
Angel a heavenly creature, sent from god, to help
A sacLisal el (e sy ¢ sbanall (3 513
a bank vault a safe: a locked-up in a bank
S gl aal 498 (A Jia)ely 8 dalial) (a0 1Al
to be shocked to be surprised and unhappy
pua B e 0sSHp Lalals
board flight to be called by an airline employee to get ontn an airplane
3l 3 siall before it leaves for its destination
i Gl Ol padall bashad & Galalall (e (adid ol elie (alhy Ladic
L@i@éj‘;‘du\dﬁ'&)ﬁ&é\ JM
a bride a woman on her wedding day
Bl Wil o5 (2 8l
to change a diaper to put a clean, dry covering on a baby
Glalaa el Jalall _im_a” Aala dadday é.zjl
a coincidence the happening of two things at the same time an unusual
s event
@ale e s (Bl udd B o el g A
to crochet to use a special hooked tool to make thread or string into a
Ay S pretty ,net-like pattern
Calidall ) (1o g 53 adial lad L ola) aladiul
Depart an action of leaving from a place
e 4 S Gl Glsall & i

to drive something

to force one thing another

into something Al e el ga bl
else
J';\ :«‘5& ‘_A\ :«‘_,7_& cﬁﬂ
Drugged under the influence of chemical substances
a3 Al o) gl il cuns
a duffel bag a soft usually long and round bag for carrying clothing on a
Alalll Aagle dyha trip
s A i) Jead andiid dale 5 juatie g 4l sl 40 A
to glance to look quickly and then turn away
aadl FEVAES :\.uy SJ.E}
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a groom a man on his wedding day
ou a8ld ) o gr A da )
to have daggers in to look at someone in great anger
one’s eyes 1A Quaiy padd I kil
Ce ) e
(g_u.aaj\
Lace net-like crocheted trimming
Jaila @l Jad g s
a layover a period of time between tow airplane flights
i 55 sl (piils ) G gl (e 858
a lounge a sitting room
Ala sl 4d o
Medicine chemical substance to help sick person get better
e) g Joadl zepal) () pall Bac Ll d3iliasS 30l
non-stop without interruption
88 g (e g il (9
a poison a chemical substance that can hurt people
axsl ) (5355 ) Sy Ailasl 3ol
a public address a loudspeaker system to give information
system Gloslaal) glacy & geall pSa alas
Al laal) Al
to ruin to spoil to break
e 3 ¢ uad
a servant a worker in one’s home a paid helper
TS (o> 30) el 3 Jany
a strip a long and narrow piece
A s ) 5 L (i (55 8 888 55 sk el ]
Treasures valuable things
)5S Al $LSY)
a waiting room a place with chairs, where people can wait for
) 4d e appointments
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Understanding Sequence

In the blank in front of each sentence, write 2—12 to show that you know the
order of the story.

a. { J, I saw a woman and three children coming toward the
seats.

b. 5 She took out a crocheted heart and a pair of scissors.

c. _ 1 I arrived in Frankfurt.

d. l I found out the departure area.

e. L We separated some lace from a strip of cloth.

§ i é __ A little girl sat on the floor near me and opened a bag.

g We read a book together.

h. I found a place to sit next to four empty seats with a red

duffel bag on three of them.

The girl and her mother told me the story of the wedding
and the cook’s actions.

We got on the airplane to go to Cincinnati.

Nl s
.

R b

I stopped her from ruining the heart.

‘\

The woman went to telephone India and learned that her
mother was all right.
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- lwawing Conclusions from the Story

ich of these statements are probably true, from the information in the
shoey? Write true or false in the blank in front of each sentence.

1. _©ve The new cook was the person who stole the wedding gifts.
- }g [55‘ Chandra ate some of the food with poison in it.

3. 4+ l4F Chandra’s family was very rich.

=9 QQ le+ Ama was the oldest child. <.

S. Zal<# Chandra and her children had a layover of more than four
hours. )

\ ‘\\.

6. ":a lsz The flight from India probably took longer than the flight
from Turkey.

7. ©/u¢ Chandra’s mother enjoyed making things by hand. ‘Q\/
S. «"rg I/ The night guard ate more food than anyone else.

9. i—;;lg ¥ Medicine can be a poison.
0. /Syue A wedding is an important occasion for a family.
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Finding the Meaning in Context

Which meaning is closest to the underlined word or words? Circle , b, ¢, or d.

aall s (o rall o S
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1. There is a place to walk between the stacks of things to buy in a stord
a. aroad c. a dagger
(b) an aisle d. a lounge
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2. The family kept their valuable things in a safe in the bank.

Sl al (a8 Ligalll gl S | -2

@vault c. duffel bag G e
bled duies - L -l

b. box d. knapsack Jeks 4ama -2 (h92ha -

3. What is the time for the plane to leave? Bl by g oa La-3
a. boarding of the plane ¢. non-stop 55 093 $oLh8) sgnia o]
(b) plane’s departure d. to change a flight Al s -2 il fadis

4. They are sitting in the waiting room.
(a)lounge ¢. public address system
b. strip d. aisle seats

JEIN 8,8 8 (g 0l -4

ol Ll L - TR
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5. The dress has pretty white trimming on the collar.
a. strip @ lace

b..'ﬁaglhnﬁbbnm!'!@;QWI-S

5oka 1,(3) Sy -1

b. daggers d. angel Sl -3 salis <0
i i XN 2 ren = w l .
6. The woman was surprised by the bad news. il a0 Ciglia B Rl gall <5
a. poison ¢. ruined TRy po -1
b. ruined @shocked .u»a@ PEey
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Matching New Words and Meanings

Draw a line between the two words or phrases with similar meanings.

sussl A2 ], waiting room| » |
ostaml ansa 2. duffel bag[ ¢ |
35%- > 3. something crocheted
ows>= 4, bride[ i |
—a=s 5ot 5. end of a row[ i |

s> 6. medicine[ b |
w3 7. ruin_a |

= 8. pretty[ < |
s 9. glance] < |

== 10, surprised] = |

spoil &
poison =

look =

lace 25 2asa
lovely <=
knapsackos® 4
shocked #s>—=-
lounge->u=ss! -

s@roe a0 g

aisle seat >-~il = s3.

-
.

j. groom o=
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Praticing with Idioms

Find the idiom in the Words and [dioms List that means the same or almost
the same as the underlined word or words and write the correct form of it
In the blank,

Clatigal o eyl
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1. She looked at me with anger. She looked at me with _daggers in
her eyes .

. . R T | T woun A Yo
Lo & salisdly JI & yh ccuany I G yhi

2. The baby was wet, so she needed to do something to make him dry.

She needed to_Change the diaper

N csé Cadll Zlad 8 S ¢Jiae (8 Jilall

Alin)) s i 0

3. The voice on the airline public address system said that it would soon

be time for passengers to get on the airplane. It would soon be time
for passengers to _Board the flight .
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4, The man used a large hammer to force the nail into the wall. The

man used a large hammer to _drive the nail into the wall
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5. Itis a good idea to keep valuable things in a safe place in a bank. It

is a good idea to keep valuable things in @ bank vault .
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