A SUMMARY OF ACT THREE : &l Jiadll il

Antony wins a great victory over Octavius’s troops by having launched a surprise attack on
them. He tells Cleopatra that it was the thought of her love which had urged him forward to
attack the enemy. Just then Ventidius arrives to have a talk with Antony.
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Antony is greatly appreciative of Ventidius’s sincerity towards him, and he also appreciates
Ventidius’s integrity and purity of character. Ventidius loves Antony even though Antony is
rushing to meet his ruin.
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When Antony returns and meets Ventidius, he claims to have won victory without
Ventidius’s help. Antony says that Octavius’s troops are no longer a serious threat to him
because of the defeat which he has inflicted upon them. Five thousand Roman troops , he
says, have been slaughtered by him and by his Egyptian soldiers.
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Ventidius then suggests that, on the basis of victory, Antony should try to arrive at a suitable
settlement with Octavius. Antony replies that Octavius would never like to come to terms
with him because Octavius aims at ruin him completely. Ventidius asks if antony has no
friends in Octavius’s army to support his cause.
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Antony then says that he has no real friend in Octavius’s army on whom he can now rely.
However, once he did have a friend who was the bravest yound man in Rome. They loved
each other so much that they would be compared to two streams which meet and get lost in
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each other. Antony then reveals that young man with whom he had been so intimate was
Dollabella. Ventidius says that Dollabella is now a supporter of Octavius.
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Antony says that Dollabella had left him because Antony had forbidden him to meet
Cleopatra. Dolllabella had left because he had found that Antony had become jealous of him
and because he did not wish to hurt Antony’s feelings. Ventidius says that Dollabella still
loves Antonyand that Dollabella has even been trying all this time to make peace between

Antony and Octavius. Antony says that he would really feel pleased if Dollabella comes to
meet him.
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Ventidius now brings Dollabella into Antony’s presence. In fact , when Antony had refused to
go with Ventidius to wage war against Octavius( at the end of Act 1), Ventidius had decided
to employ a different strategy in his efforts to wean away Antony from Cleopatra. He had
managed to get in touch with Dollabella, and also with Antony’s wife, Octavia. He had then
prevailed upon both of them to come with him to Alexandia in order to make an effort to

prevail upon Antony to leave Cleopatra. Antony feels delighted and thrilled to see Dollabella
before him.
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At this point Ventidius intervenes to say that Antony now is what he has made himself.
Dollabella supports Ventidius in this view . Antony warns Dollabella not to criticize him for
loving Cleopatra. Dollabella then suggests that Antony should get reconciled with Octavius
Caesar, and he goes on to say that he has brought from Octavius the terms of the proposed
reconciliation. Antony further says that Octavius is a hypocrite full of false pretences and
hidden motives, and that Octavius was intended by Nature to be a greedy moneylender and
not an emperor.
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Ventidius now brings Octavia( Antony’s wife) into Antony’s presence. Octavia is
accompanied by Antony’s two little daughters . For a moment Antony is rendered speechless
with surprise. However, Antony does not make any move on seeing his wife and daughters
before him, whereupon Ventidius scolds him for his indifference to them.
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Then Octavia herself speaks and asks Antony if he recognizes her . Antony replies that she is
Octavius’s sister . Octavia says that he has given an unkind reply to her question. She is not
only Octavius’s sister , but Antony’s wife, she says. She then complains that he had wronged
her and had, in fact, driven her away from his house.
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But her loyalty as a wife outweighs her self- respect , and so she has come back to him to
claim him as her husband. Both Ventidius and Dollabella approve of Ocatvia’s effort to
conciliate her husband.
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Antony is now in two minds. He does not know what to do. He says that his feeling of pity
urges him to take Octavia’s side but that the same feeling of pity urges him even more
strongly to stick to Cleopatra. Ventidius says that both pity and justice demand that Antony
should take the side of Octavia.
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Octavia then urges her children to approach their father and entreat him to acknowledge
them as his own children. Octavia addresses him as her husband, while the children address
him as their father. Antony is overwhelmed by this combined pressure, and says that he
admits his defeat.
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He expresses his regret to his wife and children for having neglected them . Thus a complete
reconciliation has taken place between Antony and Octavia, and now promises to leave
Cleopatra.
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An exchange of bitter remarks between two women ¢liasall (i La o all 4ga) gall

On learning what has happened, Alexas goes in haste to Cleopatra and tells her about the
reconciliation between the husband and the wife. There is a confrontation between
Cleopatra and Octavia, and there is an exchange of bitter remarks between them. Octavia
says that she has come to liberate her husband from his chains of slavery to Cleopatra.
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Octavia says that Cleopatra is responsible for all her sufferings. But the moment Octavia
leaves, Cleopatra’s heart begins to sink at the thought that Octavia has got back her husband
and that Cleopatra is going to lose her lover. She now wants to weep over Antony’s
desertion of her till she dies.
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Samples of the Questions : 4l e zil

Antony wins a great victory over Octavius’s troops by having launched ................. on them.
A- an expected attack
B- no attack

C- arandom attack

Antony says that Dollabella had left him because Antony had forbidden him to meet

A- his wife

B- his daughter

D- noone
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