Poetry 8
Fourth year-Second Semester
The last lecture
The 11th lecture:                                                                                                                                      د.حصة

A student: The Caribbean is a region that consists of the Caribbean Sea, its islands (some surrounded by the Caribbean Sea and some bordering both the Caribbean Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean), and the surrounding coasts. The region is southeast of the Gulf of Mexico and the North American mainland, east of Central America, and north of South America. Geopolitically, the Caribbean islands are usually regarded as a subregion of North America and are organized into 30 territories including sovereign states, overseas departments, and dependencies. From January 3, 1958, to May 31, 1962, there was a short-lived country called the Federation of the West Indies composed of ten English-speaking Caribbean territories, all of which were then UK dependencies. The West Indies cricket team continues to represent many of those nations.
The doctor: This is an issue. When it comes to post-colonial studies, ten of them were speaking English. So, they are part of the English literature but with this shadow of being different colonies rather than British Islands. (The West Indies cricket team continues to represent many of those nations.)..>>> You remember the cricket that is flourished in India. (هذه الجملة عارضة مالها أي علاقة مباشرة).  
Is the cricket team is a reference to sport? Is this team a sport team? Yes, it is.
When we come to read the Caribbean poetry, we remember that they are speaking of themselves as African because in general they are coming from Africa. 
The student: The region takes its name from that of the Carib, an ethnic group present in the Lesser Antilles and parts of adjacent South America at the time of the Spanish conquest.
The word "Caribbean" has multiple uses. Its principal ones are geographical and political. The Caribbean can also be expanded to include territories with strong cultural and historical connections to slavery, European colonisation, and the plantation system.
The doctor: Ethnic = عرقي 
A student: When it comes to religion, the Caribbean is dominated by Christianity. However, many different sects and cultural adaptations of Christianity can be found throughout the islands. From the religions of slaves and indentured servants to styles developed on the islands themselves, the Caribbean is full of a vibrant variety of faiths.
The languages of the Caribbean reflect the region's diverse history and culture. Their language is based on colonial history. There are official languages spoken in the Caribbean: Spanish, English, French and Dutch. 
Who and what and how long? This is what is meant by their language based on colonial history. For example, if two waves of colony have passed through this region, we will find more than one language. The longest period of colonization is the most prevailing language. That is why we find part of Africa and the Caribbean are speaking French and some are speaking British. It is because the nature of colonization, speaking of duration and nature (who is that). Sometimes we have one large country divided between different languages due to different colonizers. 
The student: The evolution of Caribbean Literature started centuries before the Europeans graced these shores and continues to develop today.
When we come about folklore, this is speaking of primitive literature. This is important. 
Evolution of Caribbean started before their colonization or the period of colonization. We usually speak of these primitive countries as having primitive literature, including folklore/ oral literature which is not written. For example, ‘Beowulf’, it was oral. And we have also ‘King Arthur and His Knights’ started to be oral. So, we cannot say that they do not have literature, but they used to have literature and the evolution started even before they settled there. 
A student: The fabric of Caribbean Literature.
The doctor: The Caribbean is passed. So, it is made of different literatures, different places, by different groups and ethnic groups, minority, tribes and races. It is like fabric. 
The student: The fabric of Caribbean Literature is woven with the historical issues of enslavement and forced migration, the related themes of home and exile, and colonialism and decolonization.
The doctor: Some have been brought to the land as slaves and some have been forced in their countries to move from their counties and settle in the Caribbean. We have a clear reference to the themes (home and exile)( Home >>> belonging/ nostalgia sometimes and sense of alienation and exile>>> forced to immigrate). 
The student: The social and cultural themes of tradition, landscape, culture and community are also encompassed by Caribbean Literature. It also addresses such universal questions as identity, sexuality, family life, pain, joy, and the uses of the imagination.
The doctor: we find it when they are speaking of their own home/ when they are dealing with this sense of alienation, sense of exile, belonging or nostalgia. You will find this treatment of the landscape which part of it is nature and when they are dealing with alienation with exile and with their sense of being away from their country. And we will find theme of tradition.

The student: It is virtually impossible to keep Caribbean Literature only within the confines of writings produced within the Caribbean Islands.
The doctor: we have some Caribbean literature written by Caribbean who are living outside. Derek Walcott is one of them. He is teaching ethics in Britain but we still read his literature as being Caribbean literature. He had some experience with this colonized area but we cannot speak of his poetry as being British. He himself is suffering in a way and we will find this in his poem. 
The student: Caribbean Literature also transcends the borders of Central and South America extending to the shores of Guyana, Suriname, French Guiana; and coastal areas of Colombia, Nicaragua, Belize and Honduras. Evidence of aspects of Caribbean Literature can also be seen in literary works produced in various areas of the USA including Miami and New Orleans. Works of Caribbean Literature have also been produced by people of Caribbean ancestry who live primarily in Europe and major urban centers of the United States.
The doctor: even the ancestries>>> when they are writing in literature outside Caribbean, they are writing something can be treated as Caribbean. 
The student: Caribbean poetry: Caribbean poetry (often used synonymously for West Indian poetry) comprises any form of poem, rhyme, or lyric that derives from the Caribbean region and writers of the Caribbean diaspora.
The doctor: Diaspora means living away from their country ((الشتات. You must be knowing this term >>> Palestinians in Diaspora. Even the Jews are called Diaspora. 
The student: Particularly after the mid-1970s and 1980s, Caribbean poetry gained increasing visibility with the publication in Britain and North America of several anthologies; over the years the canon has shifted and expanded, drawing both on oral and literary traditions, and with different styles evolving in response to the changing social and political scene.
The doctor: visibility= started to be recognized as a literature. This is in the late 1970s and 1980s. 
The student: The literature of the Caribbean is an ideal meeting point, the place where the assorted cultures of two boundless continents and the ghosts of four colonial empires come together. A crossroads for an unspecifiable number of ethnic identities, religions, rites and ideologies, which, though singly they may trace their origins back to the Old World, to Africa or to Asia, are all involved in the same continuous process of creolization.
The doctor: it is colored according to the different colors of writers starting with number of ethnic identities. They have emigrated from different places as slaves, migrants from Africa and part of South America. (ethnic identities, religions, rites and ideologies )>> We find all this in the Caribbean literature. The cultural diversity found its way to the Caribbean literature.
The student: Their works have reached us – metropolitan readers of Europe and the Americas – on their own merits, and they have won an audience through the power of what they have to say.
Like all literatures, the literature of the Caribbean, oral and written, preserves memory and vision in the form of a text; a text in which the author’s existential involvement, which is knowledge, transcends the limits of the personal to make his individual experience an appeal to the memory of the race.
The great writers of the Caribbean – like virtually all modern writers – are all as a rule exiles or hermits. They are able to speak of their own identities – and of the relationship of that identity to the world around them – with nostalgia and detachment at one and the same time. They have made the colonial and postcolonial conditions into metaphors of the deep structures that govern human relationships the world over.
Caribbean literature is Caribbean not only in its content. It has a specific aesthetic character of its own. It is a young and thriving literature, a literature that decants into the old bottles of traditional Western forms – revisited by cosmopolitan authors – the new wine of the figurative and acoustic imaginations of Amerindians, Africans, Creoles, Indians. we find the symbolic representation of the destiny of man and his universe.
The words in which they describe their worlds constitute an indispensable contribution to modern man’s awareness, welcomed by modem man, answering to his modern needs.
Even after the end of the colonial era, the peoples of the Caribbean have continued to be molested by new – and often invited – intrusions, invasions and importations: of consumer goods, of well-meaning and not so well-meaning visitors, of theories elaborated elsewhere. The Caribbean peoples have never managed to get a moment to themselves. Their tragedy, in Walcott’s words, lies in the fact that their politicians and ideologues have always been trapped in a world view that more rightfully belongs to those who give the orders in the world. They talk in terms of power. They talk of progress as if it were something inevitable, and they do so in the aberrant language of the multinational corporations.
Then the writer or the poet is describing the world in terms of his own personal relationship with the world. He no longer speaks with the sounding eloquence of a man who has internalized somebody else’s truth. Instead he gives form to reality in the language of connotation: a language in which the expressive aspect prevails over the demonstrative: in which attention is focused on the fact that each word vibrates in unison with the words surrounding it in an endless play of implications.
The doctor: Derek Walcott is a contemporary poet. He is still alive and he is teaching now ethics 

Now it is time to move to the poem. Derek Walcott as I refer earlier is a good representative of Caribbean literature. When we say Caribbean literature is not only the literature confined to the geographical place. It is the literature that either written by Caribbean people used to be in the Caribbean and emigrated to other parts of Europe and the world or their ancestors those grandsons and daughters of the Caribbean who are just keeping the tradition of their fathers. So, we can recognize the Caribbean literature through the characteristics, themes, and references to their identity as Caribbean and it is not necessarily the poetry written inside the Caribbean.  Derek Walcott is a good example and speaking of his social life is important so that we may start with the background.
A student: Walcott discusses the conflict between his loyalties to Africa and to Britain in "A Far Cry from Africa." The title of the poem emphasizes Walcott's cultural instability as it implies a type of alienation from Africa, despite its concentration on African themes. Walcott juxtaposes the Africans and the British, focusing on each group's transgressions. It seems that Walcott feels foreign in both cultures due to his lack of "pure" blood.
The doctor: (Walcott's cultural instability as it implies a type of alienation from Africa) >>>> does this mean only living away from Africa meaning the Caribbean who has moved to the Caribbean from Africa either as a slave or a forced migration as it is referred to. There is another reason for his instability which has been discussed in some of his poems, especially in the poem that we are about to read. 
The student: An individual's sense of identity arises from cultural influences which define his or her character according to a particular society's standards. The poet's hybrid heritage prevents him from identifying directly with one culture and creates a feeling of isolation. The poem provides a textual version of the poet's mental dissertation on the vices and virtues which differentiate each culture.
What is this Hybridity? >>> مهجّن. Part of his background is British and part is African.
 It is good to start with the title of the poem>>>> ‘A Far Cry from Africa’
A student: at the beginning let us examine the title of the poem.
The title of the poem involves an idiom: “a far cry” means an impossible thing. But the poet seems to use the words in other senses also; the title suggests in one sense that the poet is writing about an African subject from a distance. And a third level of meaning to the title is the idea of Walcott hearing the poem as a far cry coming all the way across thousands of miles of ocean. He hears the cry coming to him on the wind. The title of the poem emphasizes Walcott's cultural instability as it implies a type of alienation from Africa....... .
(the student continued explaining the poem and the doctor commented on it).
The doctor: 
-There are a number of images >>>>> (Kikuyu, quick as flies,
Batten upon the bloodstreams of the veldt.
Corpses are scattered through a paradise.
What do these images refer to? Destruction and violence. 
-Why they are cleaning their hands >>> (we have nothing to do with that). This is a manipulating and keeping away from never involved with solving the problem (creating, but not solving the problem) in the territories which are colonized.
-Superman is a reference to technology and advancing. 
-They are receiving oppression from the outside/ the colonizer (This national oppression that they are suffering). That is why he managed to make a balance in his attitude/ in his approach to both of them. This is what the question that he has raised at the end of his poem. He cannot turn his life to England because he is grateful to what he has learnt from British people, especially language which is a reference to culture and education and to this place or this Africa which is reference to his origin/ to his roots. Both are dear for him. Both are highly evaluated. Both are approached compassionately and he cannot decide but while treating the violence committed by the Mau Mau or by the British, they are just the same. The gorilla and the superman are the same. Their conducts are the same. They are aggressive and violent. When it comes to their treatment of the citizens, both of them are gorilla. Both are savages. Mau Mau is group of people who has revolted. Politically speaking, it was not for the benefit of the land itself. It was political conflict rather than conflict for independent.          
-We will try to examine Walcott against culture clash.>>> Is he suffering any cultural clash? Is this cultural clash mirrored or reflected in his poetry?
-There is a conflict between these two powers on the land.  If we are to called African or the Caribbean power being possessing the land and being originated there and the British power. This is troubled Walcott and this is what he is facing in his poem, speaking of his victims and victimizing the people and the land, referring to it as paradise. We refer to the treatment of the landscape here. He has given his attitude to the land in one word that is paradise. It is their own paradise which has been violated by different aggressive attitude whether it is from some of the inhabitants or by the intruder who is the British. 
-he starts by drawing the attention of the reader with a question and referring their attention to this bloodshed and to the violence that has been committed on the land and ending with questioning expressing him as being lost in between and responsible for both of them. So, he is not taking side. And it is urgent to solve the problem without taking sides. This is a cycle of urgency starting with question to draw the attention and calling people to think about solution and ending with this question which is showing the split within him saying that what has been raise in this poem is urgently in need of some solution but it does not mean that I am taking sides. I am not raising this question because I am siding with African and I am not raising it to side against the Africans. I do not hate either. I love both of them.
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