Poetry 8
Fourth year-Second Semester
The 10th lecture:                                                                                                                                      د.حصة

(The doctor commented on the presentation of the students. The presentation was about post-colonialism).
A student: Definition of Postcolonialism: Postcolonialism is the study of the legacy of the era of European, and sometimes American, direct global domination, which ended roughly in the mid-20th century, and the residual political, socio-economic, and psychological effects of that colonial history. Postcolonialism examines the manner in which emerging societies grapple with the challenges of self-determination and how they incorporate or reject the Western norms and conventions, such as legal or political systems, left in place after direct administration by colonial powers ended. Ironically, much early postcolonial theory, with its emphasis on overt rejection of imposed Western norms, was tied to Marxist theory, which also originated in Europe. Contemporary studies focus more on the effects of postcolonial globalization and the development of indigenous solutions to local needs.
You cannot think of post-colonialism or to think of literature written under this title or under this era without tracing or finding a literature that is dealing with the national identity/ belonging to a place/ having a national culture.    
-(rejection of imposed Western norms)>>>we are depicting of countries that lived for a long period under colonial power. We trace the literature written during colonial period and there is a literature that has been written in the same place after ending of this period of colonization.
What kind of literature is it? What are the themes of literature in general? One of the characteristic is a kind of rejection of what has been involved during this literature including an attempt of showing their own culture/ their own characteristics. So, they tried to dismiss the imposed norms of others’ literature and coming with their own to assert their own identity. This is what we see when we talk about Seamus Heaney. Though Seamus Heaney is from Ireland but they are colonized and they are still struggling for more and more independence. He is talking about the agricultural culture and using part of their language describing places in attempt of asserting their identity. We trace this whether in ‘Digging’ or ‘Funeral Rites’). 
A student: Contemporary studies focus more on the effects of postcolonial globalization and the development of indigenous solutions to local needs.
The doctor: >>>> Because this is a different culture. 

The student: By the mid-19th century, however, the powerful British Empire gave up mercantilism and trade restrictions and introduced the principle of free trade, with few restrictions or tariffs.
The doctor: if I were you I would not stop that much for trade though it has an influence. The Lebanese people speak French as first language because it is not political but cultural literature. So, it is part of their life. So, you are forced with this colonized power using its language, its rules and system. So, you are gradually transformed into something similar/ a copy of the colonized power. That is why they have to work hard to dismiss this influence. I want you focus on the cultural influence. You know something about the historical, the political and the economical influence but I want you to focus on the cultural one. 
The student: types of colonialism: settler and exploitation.
The doctor:  settler >>> for example, France settled in Algeria for numbers of years and Italy settled in Libya for.  Exploitation >>>they exploit; they go and find out like the Dutch who went to the Far East (Far East >> like Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore).  They are making use and manipulate their powers, natural products and wealth. So, it is a kind of exploitation. And they never settle there but they put hand. 
The student: >>> Plantation colonies, Surrogate colonialism, and Internal colonialism.
 The critical purpose of post-colonial studies is to account for, and to combat, the residual effects (social, political, and cultural) of colonialism upon the peoples ruled and exploited by the Mother Country. To that end, post-colonial theoreticians establish social and cultural spaces for the non-Western peoples — especially the subaltern peoples — whose cultures were silenced by the Western value systems promoted and established as the dominant ideology of the colonial enterprise. The critical perspectives and analyses presented in the book Orientalism (1978), by Edward Saïd, indicated that in dealing with non-Western peoples European scholars applied the concept of “The Orient” to them and so disregarded the existing native ways of life (social, intellectual, and cultural) of the Asian, Middle Eastern, and Muslim peoples. That, in their stead, Orientalist academics substituted their European interpretations and representations of what is and what is not “Oriental”, and of who is and who is not “an Oriental”.
The doctor: what is the meaning of orientation or ‘Orientalism?  >>>>  الإستشراق. 
This is a kind of exploiting/ find out/ searching. The orient for them is interesting and a place of rich culture that they can deal with and question and search.
The student: That Orientalism supported the self-ascribed cultural superiority of The West, and so allowed Europeans to name, describe, and define, and thereby control, non-European peoples, places, and things.
Asserting sense of superiority is very important. They do not deal with the oriental world showing their interest and admiration but they were dealing to show their superiority/ to prove for themselves that we are doing good for them by colonizing them. We are civilizing them. So, it has been studied to show superiority of the colonizer rather than to find out the richness of this culture. They come with finding out that this oriental culture has something to present for the world. Goethe is someone who has listed the prophet Muhammad as one of the few people of great influence on the world. Roger Garaudy ended up as a Muslim. Both of them have started with this superior reading and approach as being part of the colonizer power and ended up with admiration and evaluation and highly assessment of this culture. 
The student: there is a clash between the colonizer and the colonized. The .... means England together with other nation that they were under the domination of England which they speak English and their literature was in English. They had something...... .They discussed their literature together but it had never discussed to be the literature of the native .......
A student: 
characteristics of post-colonialism:
An awareness of representations of the non-European as exotic or immoral 'Other'.
An awareness of the tainted nature of the colonizers' language.
An awareness of the double nature of identity of both colonizer and colonized.
An awareness of cross-cultural interactions as demonstrated in the three stages:
1. Adopt European form and subject matter (similar to the feminine stage in feminism)
2. Adapt European form to African subject matter (similar to the feminist stage in feminism)
3. Adept or independent form and subject matter (similar to the female stage in feminism)
What postcolonial critics do:
Reject claims to universalism and seek to show its general inability to empathize across boundaries of cultural and ethnic differences.
Examine representation of other cultures in literature.
Show how such literature is silent on matters concerned with colonization and imperialism.
Foreground questions of cultural difference and diversity.
Celebrate hybridity whereby individuals and groups belong simultaneously to more than one culture.
See states of marginality, plurality and perceived 'Otherness" as sources of energy and potential change.
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