Poetry 8
Fourth year-Second Semester
      
The 8th lecture:                                                                                                                                      د.حصة
What was the main issue of ‘Funeral Rites’ Seamus Heaney? It is a reference to the rituals that used to be taken by Irish people. Starting from the title, what is the poem about? What is the meaning of funeral? What does ‘rites’ mean? What is the dictionary meaning of the title? 
(Then the doctor commented on the presentation of the students about the American poetry):
A student: The beginning of American literature, America received thousands of immigrations. Actually the early beginnings of any literary production should be the oral traditions which come from the natives. The oral traditions from the Indian who are the native people of the land, unfortunately most of those traditions are disappeared, because it wasn't written, some are written later on as an oral transmitted literary heritage.
The doctor: it is coming down from one generation to the other and it is oral. It is called oral traditional literature. It is folklore.
The student: Most of these are talking about legends, mythological figures, heroes, great people and tales, all of these represented the early miracle Indian culture. The early date for the American literature goes to the beginning of the seventeenth century, 1600 exactly; this is the early documentation of the American literature. 

The doctor: Indians are the original inhabitants of America. We have to look at literary map through a historical map. What happened during the 17th century or a little bit earlier concerning finding new worlds. So, their tradition was not written but it was orally transmitted from one generation to the other. There was this heavy cultural heritage of the original inhabitants of the land and with the waves of the immigrants from England and other European countries, they start to have a second tradition and a parallel tradition or culture and that is under the colony of England.    
-Currents of new people were coming to England from all over the world, especially from Spain, from Africa as enslaved and from Britain as those who are responsible for creating or establishing the colony. So many states were formed under immigration from England to America; this new found land.  
 You are moving from the early 17th century until the flourishing of what is called American literature and that was in the 19th century. At that time Victorians were writing in England. If you still remember Elizabeth Barrett Browning, she wrote a poem talking about certain political and social situations in America. The poem is "A Curse for a Nation”. She was in Italy writing about a curse of a nation which is resisting the rights of the enslaved. Speaking of the enslaved, we are not speaking of the black or Negro as new comers to England; we are talking about other slaves in America and those are children and women. We do not expect people during the Victorian or the 19th century in England to write poetry that is similar to what was written. In the 19th century, they started as traditional and conventional and gradually they were following new styles and making some improvement and catching up the new trends. So speaking of the American literature is speaking of a literature of its own an entity which we cannot expect to be a typical poetry written during the same period.
A student: The term American poetry is in some ways a contradiction. America represents a break with tradition and the invention of a new culture separate from the European past. Poetry, on the other hand, represents tradition itself, a long history of expression carried to America from a European past. So, American poetry remains a hybrid, a literature that tries to separate itself from the tradition of English literature even as it adds to and alters that tradition.
The doctor: what do you mean by hybrid literature? They start borrowing and imitating and they developed to write their own poetry. We should not forget that they are coming from different places/ from different European countries plus those who were brought from Africa. So, it was hybrid in a sense. They are writing something that started to be related to their own country/ this new found continent at that time and with an awareness and of a knowledge and of a kind of literary background of some other places. Those who are coming from other places and settling in America were writing poetry that has the characteristics of whom? It is coming from two different origins; the American origin with all what we have discussed as the traditional folklore of the original inhabitants plus their new need for asserting an identity different from the place where they come from plus their own awareness and literary knowledge their parents come with from England, France, Spain, from the Far East Europe, from all over the world. They were gathering there and they were writing poetry that is not similar neither to the place where they come from nor to the poetry written by the original inhabitants. It is a mixture of both/ hybrid.
-They were trying different poetry. You won’t find them writing only one type or following the same style. They were in a stage of trying and coming with new forms and styles, writing on different subject matters and dealing with different literary genres. That is what created later on this heritage of American literature.
To write on American literature, you can support your answer with some examples of names of writers and poets in particular. Whitman is one of those who asserted the American identity as independent identity/ split identity.
-All the poetry written at that time was more or less interested in the subject matter/ in the idea/ in the message that they want to convey to the public reader or to the audience rather than to the form or to the poetic sign because they were keen in conveying a message/ in giving their voice a channel to reach to America and beyond America telling we are a nation who have independent identity and our poetry speaks for us.   
-Negro is the language of some of the Americans of those who come from Africa.
The student: sometime there is harsh and violent language..... 
The doctor: they have been enslaved for century or so in America. And you still remember Elizabeth Browning talking about the enslaved people in America including the Negro themselves plus women and children when she was in 19th century called to the free women and children and all the slaves and Negro. So, if there is a harsh tone in their land, it was only a defense of themselves against the treatment they were receiving by the Americans at that time; they were marginalized and they were looked as being inferior people living on the land for long time. The result was poetry that is showing their identity including the language they were using/ their own tone and sometimes even the subject matter or their themes. They were supposed to be communicated to the reader.
-You are talking about the movements that made the American literature that created the real identity of the American literature a little bit earlier in the history of the American literature. That is why you are referring to places like Chicago. People were forming a kind of a literary group showing their own writings and convey their own literary message and sometimes a political social message to the society. From the names you can tell that they are coming from different nations/ from different countries/ from different origins.
-They are going parallel with other movements in the English literature in general. When we say English, we mean poetry that was written in English whether it is in Britain, in America, in Canada, Austria where English is used as a language. Even in India we can refer to this literature as being English whenever it is written in English language. So, here they are showing the American identity but movements sometimes are spreading everywhere like imagism that has started in England but empowered and intensified as a movement or popularized as a movement by some of the American writers coming from America settled in England or those who were American by origin and living for long time in England.
-In their poetry they use to deal with some political issues in America at that time. So, we find in their poetry a lot of politics. This is what the writers trying to explain. Politics is finding its way in poetry when it comes to deal with national issues. This is part of American poetry at the early 1920s and 1930s. 
-What do we mean by revolutionary period of writing? Let us to go back to the 20th century when poets go back to all the traditional and conventional writings and they start to come with new subject matter and new style and they start to ask questions concerning the whole humanity to include certain issues in their poetry. We have one of the poems that is very good example for revolutionary writing >>>> ‘The Waste Land’. In what sense it was a revolutionary poem. Here where we cannot speak about American literature, I am talking about Eliot who is an American in the first place. In what sense it is a revolutionary poem? All the exploration and trying new form including all the human heritage in one poem has been done by this writer by T.S. Eliot and that is what they were trying to do in different ways. They were questioning and they were including in their poetry certain issues that are not only American but it is humanitarian. From that they were tackling their own issues. They are creating a kind of cosmopolitan poetry. It the beginning it was individual and personal but gradually with these movements with imagism and modernism and in the late 50s in the period, they were just fitting themselves within the whole map of world literature. And whole literature in the beginning of the 20th century was going to some kind of revolutionary writing. They have dismissed all the conventional writings of the Victorian. We will find some of them showing and expressing the adoration of romantics or the 17th century/ the metaphysical images but all in all it was something completely not written during the 20th century and American was just part of that poetry. 
         

        
   

     


	
	Page 5
	                                                                     2012 - 2013

	
	
	


T.N.S
