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MECCAN TRADE AND THE RISE OF ISLAM

Meccan Trade sets out to prove that the
accepted history of the rise of Islam is largely
fabrication, that the security system
established by Quraysh for caravan trade, if it
existed at all, was of a minor local sort, and
that pre-Islamic Mecca was a quite
unimportant sanctuary.
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MECCAN TRADE AND THE RISE OF ISLAM

Its author starts, with deep-seated
prejudices, to produce a confused, irrational
and illogical polemic, further complicated by
her misunderstanding of Arabic texts, her lack
of comprehension of the social structure of
Arabia, and twisting of the clear sense of
other writing, ancient or modern, to suit her
contentions.
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MECCAN TRADE AND THE RISE OF ISLAM

The present article, basing itself on the Arabic
sources, treats a limited number of salient issues,
mostly historical, and demonstrates the book's serious
fallacies. It offers logical interpretation of the data,
including rectification of errors in translations from
Arabic passages cited in support of her arguments.
How DOES ONE DEAL WITH such a book as this,
calculated to attract publicity by shocking Islamists
through the strange theories it advances on pre-
Islamic Mecca,
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MECCAN TRADE AND THE RISE OF ISLAM

novel theories to be sure, but founded upon
misinterpretations, misunderstanding of sources,
even, at times, on incorrect translations of
Arabic? Add to this the author's arrogant style!
Yet, being nicely printed and with the imprimatur
of Princeton University Press, this diatribe might
easily attract the credulous attention of those not
well informed on Islam and its origins in the
Arabian setting
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MECCAN TRADE AND THE RISE OF ISLAM

The simplest course open to the reviewer
seems to be to re-examine the sources cited
by Dr. Crone to support her contentious and
often fallacious notions and attempt to arrive
at what they actually do say. The impression
of the author left by reading Dr. Crone's work
is that of a clever undergraduate at a student
debate, intent to win on the points at issue
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MECCAN TRADE AND THE RISE OF ISLAM

but neither over-careful in interpreting the
historical sources, nor with any scruples at
twisting what has already been said, to make
it fit her argument. Her book may gain her
the publicity it is clearly designed to do, but it
will in no way advance our understanding of
early Islamic origins.
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* Part of a Foreign Report on attitudes in
the USA towards the USSR
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