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Language and Culture
Introduction
The type of sociolinguistic variation is sometimes attributed to cultural differences.
This approach to the study of language originates in the work of anthropologists who have used language as a source of information in the general study of “culture”.
Culture
Culture refers to all the ideas and assumptions about the nature of things and people that we learn when we become members of social groups. It can be defined as “socially acquired knowledge”.
This is the kind of knowledge that, like our first language, we initially acquire without conscious awareness. The particular language we learn through the process of cultural transmission provides us with a ready-made system of categorizing the world around us and our experience of it. With the words we acquire, we learn to recognize the types of category distinctions that are relevant in our social world.
Kinship Terms
Some of the clearest examples of lexicalized categories are words used to refer to people who are members of the same family, or kinship terms. All languages have kinship terms (e.g. brother, mother, grandmother), but they don’t all put family members into categories in the same way.
Example:
In some languages, the equivalent of the word “father” is used not only for “male parent”, but also for the “male parent’s brother”.
Linguistic Relativity
Differences in language use are treated as evidence of different ways of talking about external reality. 
This is often discussed in terms of linguistic relativity because it seems that the structure of our language must have an influence on how we perceive the world.
Our first language seems to have a definite role in shaping “habitual thought”, that is, the way we think about things as we go about our daily lives, without analyzing how we’re thinking. If language does indeed determine thought, then we will only be able to think in the categories provided by our language.
Example:
English speakers use one word for “snow”, and generally see all that white stuff as one thing. In contrast, Eskimos look out at all the white stuff and see as many different things because they have lots of different words for “snow”.
So, the category system inherent in the language determines how the speaker interprets and articulates experience.
Social Categories
Words such as uncle or grandmother provide example of social categories.
These are categories of social organization that we can use to say how we are connected or related to others.
The word brother is used among many groups for someone who is not a family member. We can use words as a means of social categorization that is, marking individuals as members of a group defined by social connections.
Gender
Biological or natural gender is the distinction in sex between the “male” and “female” of each species. Grammatical gender is the distinction between “masculine” and “feminine”, which is used to classify nouns in languages.
Social gender is the distinction we make when we use words like “man” and “woman” to classify individuals in terms of their social roles.

Gender Words
There are differences between the words used by men and women in a variety of languages. There are examples, used to talk about men and women, which seem to imply that words for men are “normal” and the words for women are “special additions”.
Pairs such as hero-heroine or actor-actress illustrate the derivation of terms for the woman’s role from the man’s. Marking this type of difference through gendered words has decreased in contemporary American English as firemen have become firefighters.
Gender Speech
Men have longer vocal tracts than women. The result is that men typically speak in a lower pitch than women.
Among women speaking in the contemporary American English, there is more use of pitch movement.
The use of rising intonation at the end of the statement, the more use of hedges, and tag questions have all been identified as characteristic of women’s speech. Men tend to use more assertive forms and “strong” language.
Gender Interaction
Many of the featured of women’s speech facilitate the exchange of turns, allowing others to speak, with effect that interaction becomes a shared activity.
Interaction among men appears to be organized in a more hierarchical way, with the right to speak or being treated as the goal. Men generally take longer turns at speaking and maybe the only ones allowed to talk.
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