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LANGUAGE AND SOCIAL VARIATION
Speech Community
A speech community is a group of people who share a set of norms and expectations regarding the use of language.
Sociolinguistics
The study of the linguistics features that have social relevance for participants in those speech communities is called “sociolinguistics”. The term “sociolinguistics” is used generally for the study of the relationship between language and society.
Social Dialects
Social dialects have been concerned with speakers in towns and cities. In the social study of dialect, it is social class that is mainly used to define groups of speakers as having something in common.
The two main groups are generally identified as:
1. “middle-class”, those who have more years of education and perform non-manual work, and
2. “working-class”, those who have fewer education and perform manual work.
The terms “upper” and “lower” are used to further subdivide the groups, mainly on an economic basis, making “upper-middle-class speech” another type of social dialect or “sociolect”.
When we look for other examples of language use that might be characteristic of a social dialect, we treat class as the social variable and the pronunciation or word as the linguistic variable.
Education and Occupation
The unique characteristics of the language of an individual speaker are referred to as the speaker’s idiolect.
We generally tend to sound like others with whom we share similar educational backgrounds and/or occupations.
Social Markers
A social marker means having the same feature occurring frequently in your speech (or not) marks you as a member of a particular social group, whether you realize it or not.
Speech Style and Style-Shifting
A speech style is a social feature of language use. The most distinction in speech style is between formal uses and informal uses. Formal style is when we pay more careful attention to how we are speaking and informal style is when we pay less attention.
They are sometimes described as “careful style” and “casual style”. A change from one style to another by an individual is called style-shifting.
Prestige
When a style-shifting is in the direction of a form that is more frequent in the speech of those perceived to have higher social status, we are dealing with overt prestige, that is generally recognized as “better” or more positively valued in the larger community.
Covert prestige: This “hidden” status of a speech style as having positive value may explain why certain groups do not exhibit style-shifting to the same extent as other groups.
Speech Accommodation
The variation is speech style is not only a function of speaker’s social class and attention to speak, but it is also influenced by their perception of their listeners. This type of variation is described in terms of “audience design”, but is more known as speech accommodation.
We can adopt a speech style that attempts to reduce social distance, described as convergence, and use forms that are similar to those used by the person we are talking to.
When a speech style is used to emphasize social distance between speakers, the process is called divergence.

Example:
Teenager: I can’t do it, Sir.
Teacher: Oh, come on. If I can do it, you can too.
Teenager: Look, I cannae dae it so..
The sudden divergence in style seems to triggered not only by a need to add emphasis to his repeated statement, but also by the “We are the same” claim of his teacher. This teenager is using speech style to mark that they are not the same.
Register and Jargon
A register is a conventional way of using language that is appropriate in a specific context, which may be identified as a situational (e.g. in church), occupational (e.g. among lawyers) or topical (e.g. talking about language).
One of the defining features of a register is the use of jargons, which is special technical vocabulary (e.g. plaintiff, suffix) associated with a specific area of work or interest.
Give examples of linguistic jargon!!
Slang
One mark of an informal style is the frequent occurrence of slang. Almost everyone uses slang on some occasions. Slang has been defined as “one of those things that everybody can recognize and nobody can define.”
Slang is more typically used among those who are outside established higher-status groups. It is an aspect of social life that is subject to fashion especially among adolescents.
However, the use of slang varies within the younger social group, as illustrated by the use of obscenities or taboo terms. Taboo terms are words and phrases that people avoid for reasons related to religion, politeness and prohibited behavior.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Example: ‘b -------- dy’ = bloody.
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