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12°" LECTURE
Child Talk: Innocence & Verisimilitude, Page 57
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"I met the Station Master yesterday," said Peter, in an offhand/ casual way,
and he pretended not to hear what Phyllis had said; "he expresspecially invited
us to go down any time we liked." Irrelevant details?
"After the coals?" repeated Phyllis. "Stop a minute--my bootlace is undone
again."
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"It always is undone again," said Peter, "and the Station Master was more of
a gentleman than you'll ever be, Phil--throwing coals at a chap's head like that."
All the time, Peter loves to show up as the man of the house.
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Phyllis did up her bootlace and went on in silence, but her shoulders shook, and
presently a fat tear fell off her nose and splashed on the metal of the railway
line. Bobby saw it.
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"Why, what's the matter, darling?" she said, stopping short and putting her
arm round the heaving shoulders.
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"He called me un--un--ungentlemanly," sobbed PhyIIis: "I didn't never call
him unladylike, not even when he tied my Clorinda to the firewood bundle and
burned her at the stake for a martyr."
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Peter had indeed perpetrated this outrage a year or two before
"Well, you began, you know," said Bobby, honestly, "about coals and all
that. Don't you think you'd better both unsay everything since the wave, and let
honour be satisfied?"
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"I will if Peter will," said Phyllis, sniffing.
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"All right," said Peter; "honour is satisfied. Here, use my hankie, Phil, for
goodness' sake, if you've lost yours as usual. | wonder what you do with them."
Very amusing picture of Phil. A motif is something that is repeated in the novel
for a certain reason, like the refrain in a poem.
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Child Talk: Innocence & Verisimilitude, Page 61
I'm so glad you like the railway. Only, please, you mustn't walk on the line."
"Not if we face the way the train's coming?" asked Peter, after a gloomy
pause, in which glances of despair were exchanged.
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"No--really not," said Mother.
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Then Phyllis said, "Mother, didn't you ever walk on the railway lines when

you were little?"
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Mother was an honest and honourable Mother, so she had to say, "Yes." (she

could have lied to them right?)
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"Well, then," said Phyllis.
"But, darlings, you don't know how fond | am of you. What should | do if you

got hurt?"
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"Are you fonder of us than Granny was of you when you were little?" Phyllis
asked. Bobbie made signs to her to stop, but Phyllis never did see signs, no
matter how plain they might be.
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Mother did not answer for a minute. She got up to put more water in the
teapot.
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"No one," she said at last, "ever loved any one more than my mother loved

me.
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Then she was quiet again, and Bobbie kicked Phyllis hard under the table,
because Bobbie understood a little bit the thoughts that were making Mother so
quiet--the thoughts of the time
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when Mother was a little girl and was all the world to her mother. It seems so
easy and natural to run to Mother when one is in trouble. Bobbie understood a
little how people do not leave off running to their mothers when they are in
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trouble even when they are grown up, and she thought she knew a little what it

must be to be sad, and have no mother to run to any more.
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So she kicked Phyllis who said:--

"What are you kicking me like that for, Bob?"
And then Mother laughed a little and sighed and said:--
"Very well, then. Only let me be sure you do know which way the trains
come--and don't walk on the line near the tunnel or near corners."
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What do you think of the character of Phil?
"Trains keep to the left like carriages," said Peter, "so if we keep to the right,
we're bound to see them coming."
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"Very well," said Mother, and | dare say you think that she ought not to
have said it. But she remembered about when she was a little girl herself, and
she did say it,--and neither her own children nor you nor any other children in
the world could ever understand exactly what it cost her to do it. Only some few
of you, like Bobbie, may understand a very little bit.
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"DEAR MR. We do not know your name.
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"Mother is ill and the doctor says to give her the things at the end of the
letter but she says she can't aford it and to get mutton for us and she will have
the broth. We do not know anybody here but you because Father is away and
we do not know the address. Father will pay you, or if he has lost all his money,
or anything, Peter will pay you when he is a man. We promise it on our honer.
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"sined PETER.
"Will you give the parsel to the Station Master, because of us not knowing what
train you come down by? Say it is for Peter that was sorry about the coals and
he will know all right. "ROBERTA. "PHYLLIS. "PETER."
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How many language mistakes can you find in the previous passage? Why are

they kept as they are? Innocence & Verisimilitude
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What do you think of the effect of this letter on children/readers?
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"Dear Roberta and Phyllis and Peter," it said "here are the things you"want.
Your mother will want to know where they came from. Tell her they were sent
by a friend who heard she was ill. When she is well again you must tell her all
about it, of course. And if she says you ought not to have asked for the things,
tell her that | say you were quite right, and that | hope she will forgive me for

taking the liberty of allowing myself a very great pleasure."
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Child Talk: Innocence & Verisimilitude, Page 73
"Now, listen," said Mother; "it's quite true that we're poor, but we have
enough to live on. You mustn't go telling every one about our affairs--it's not
right. And you must never, never, never ask strangers to give you things. Now
always remember that--won't you?"
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"And I'll write a letter to your old gentleman, and | shall tell him that | didn't
approve--oh, of course | shall thank him, too, for his kindness. It's you | don't
approve of, my darlings, not the old gentleman. He was as kind as ever he could

be. And you can give the letter to the Station Master to give him,--and we won't

say any more about it."
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Child Talk: Innocence & Verisimilitude, Page 75
Afterward when the children were alone, Bobbie said:--

"Isn't Mother splendid? You catch any other grown-up saying it was sorry it

had been angry."
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"Yes," said Peter, "she is splendid; but it's rather awful when she's angry."
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"She's like Avenging and Bright in the song," said Phyllis. "I should like to

look at her if it wasn't so awful. She looks so beautiful when she's really
downright furious."
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