Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature
Tenth Lecture

"Wassermarrer?" asked Phyllis, still almost wholly asleep.
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"Wake up! wake up!" said Roberta. "We're in the new house--don't you
remember? No servants or anything. Let's get up and begin to be useful. We'll just
creep down mouse-quietly, and have everything beautiful before Mother gets up.
I've woke Peter. He'll be dressed as soon as we are."

So they dressed quietly and quickly. Of course there was no water in their
room, so when they got down they washed as much as they thought was
necessary under the spout of the pump in the yard. One pumped and the other
washed. It was splashy but interesting.

"It's much more fun than basiny washing," said Roberta. "How sparkly the
weeds are between the stones, and the moss on the roof--oh, and the flowers!"

"Wassermarrer?"
basiny washing 4l.axll
Germ of endearment

These are ways in which the writer emphasizes the.............. of the novel.
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1. Verisimilitude J«iss ¢ 25
2. Breadth gLy

3. Length J skl

4. Power 5 sd

CHAPTER 2

The family do not get a decent supper as they think Mrs. Viney has not prepared
it for them. Mother prepares what she can and off they go to bed.
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The next morning, the children wake up feeling excited in their new home. They
discover that a nearby field backs onto a railway line but the railway station is too
far to see from where they are.
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When Mother discovers that Mrs. Viney has not prepared the food for the
moving family and that she has not taken care of the new house, she says some
strong words about her:
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"There's the house," said Mother. "l wonder why she's shut the shutters.“
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"Who's she?" asked Roberta.
T 0ol U )
"The woman | engaged to clean the place, and put the furniture straight and

get supper.”
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"Well," she said, "you've often wanted something to happen, and now it has. This
is quite an adventure, isn't it? | told Mrs. Viney to get us some bread and butter,
and meat and things, and to have supper ready. | suppose she's laid it in the dining
room. So let's go and see.*

p.24

"It isn't pigeon-pie," said Mother; "it's only apple. Well, this is the supper we
ought to have had last night. And there was a note from Mrs. Viney. Her son-in-law
has broken his arm, and she had to get home early. She's coming this morning at
ten.”
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p. 35
It was the very next day that Mother had to stay in bed because her head ached
so. Her hands were burning hot, and she would not eat anything, and her throat

was very sore.
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"If I was you, Mum," said Mrs. Viney, "l should take and send for the doctor.
There's a lot of catchy complaints a-going about just now. My sister's eldest--she
took a chill and it went to her inside, two year ago come Christmas, and she's
never been the same gell since." p. 35
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Then they all looked at each other. Each of the three expressive countenances
expressed the same thought. That thought was double, and consisted, like the bits
of information in the Child's Guide to Knowledge, of a question, and an answer.
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Q. Where shall we go? fends of e 0 )
A. To the railway. Aaaal) A ) el
So to the railway they went, and as soon as they started for the railway they
saw where the garden had hidden itself. It was right behind the stables, and it had

a high wall all round.
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Idyllic, railways, adventure, realistic
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"Oh!" said Roberta, drawing a long breath; "it was like a great dragon tearing
by. Did you feel it fan us with its hot wings?"
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"I suppose a dragon's lair might look very like that tunnel from the outside,"
said Phyllis.
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But Peter said:--
"I never thought we should ever get as near to a train as this. It's the most
ripping sport!"
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"Better than toy-engines, isn't it?" said Roberta.
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(I am tired of calling Roberta by her name. | don't see why | should. No one else did.

Every one else called her Bobbie, and | don't see why | shouldn't.)
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p.34

1. Children are children. They have forgotten all about Father. They view an
unidyllic world from the point of view of innocence.
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2. The narrative voice replaces Mother in being very close to the children.
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(I am tired of calling Roberta by her name. | don't see why | should. No one
else did. Every one else called her Bobbie, and | don't see why | shouldn't.)
p.34

Never before had any of them been at a station, except for the purpose of catching
trains,--or perhaps waiting for them,--and always with grown-ups in attendance,
grown-ups who were not themselves interested in stations, except as places from
which they wished to get away.
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Have you ever gone into a farm-house kitchen on a baking day, and seen the great
crock of dough set by the fire to rise? If you have, and if you were at that time still
young enough to be interested in everything you saw, you will remember that you
found yourself quite unable to resist the temptation to poke your finger into the
soft round of dough that curved inside the pan like a giant mushroom.
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CHAPTER 2Page 38

And you will remember that your finger made a dent in the dough, and that slowly,

but quite surely, the dent disappeared, and the dough looked quite the same as it

did before you touched it. Unless, of course, your hand was extra dirty, in which

case, naturally, there would be a little black mark.

Well, it was just like that with the sorrow the children had felt at Father's going

away, and at Mother's being so unhappy. It made a deep impression, but the

impression did not last long.
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The image of the dough is very interesting and significant. It shows how the writer
is very realistic and specific at the same time. In an indirect way she has shown us
how the children have grown oblivious of the absence of the Father, just like a
dough that is growing will never be affected if you just insert your finger inside it. It
will soon come back to its original shape. The life of the children is expanding and
nothing will stop that.
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They soon got used to being without Father, though they did not forget him;
and they got used to not going to school, and to seeing very little of Mother, who
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was now almost all day shut up in her upstairs room writing, writing, writing. She
used to come down at tea-tine and read aloud the stories she had written. They
were lovely stories.
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The rocks and hills and valleys and trees, the canal, and above all, the railway,
were so new and so perfectly pleasing that the remembrance of the old life in the
villa grew to seem almost like a dream. Mother had told them more than once
that they were "quite poor now," but this did not seem to be anything but a way
of speaking. Grown-up people, even Mothers, often make remarks that don't
seem to mean anything in particular, just for the sake of saying something,
seemingly.
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Before supper the children decide to go to the railway station. They have a lot to
see and a large heap of coal catches Peter’s attention. When Peter steals coal from
the station yard, he is caught by the Station Master.
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|. Peter thinks that taking some coals from the middle of the heap is harmless. The
Station Master warns them that what they have done is stealing because the
coal belongs to the railway station. It is only then they realize what they have
done is wrong.
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