Civilization
· T. S. Eliot Notes Towards the Definition of Culture  : Introduction and Chapter I
· Culture and Civilization
· The relation of culture to religion:
“No culture has appeared or developed except together with a religion: according to the view of the observer, the culture will appear to be the product of the religion, or the religion the product of the culture.”
Definition:
· Culture is the sum total of the ways of living built up by a group and passed on from one generation to another. It includes behavior such as marriage or child rearing practices, material things such as tools, clothing, and shelter and ideas as institutions and beliefs” (Craig et al, P.9)
A study of culture is part of Sociology
· A society is a group of people who share cultural strategies for dealing with something responding to what is going on in their surroundings.
OR
· A society is a group of people who know and understand how to deal with certain things in certain manners.

What are the factors which define a   culture within a society? 
OR
What are the seven aspects of culture?
1. It is learned: we are not born with culture. Eating for babies is not part of culture. But eating cereal and milk is part of culture. This is learned. Or eggs and oranges. In some parts of Saudi Arabia, some people take meat for breakfast.
2. Shared: When someone takes meat for breakfast in USA, this is not part of a shared culture.
3. Patterned: However, patterns change. In the past, adults used to take their dinner at 6 pm, and children used to sleep at 7:30 after watching Mickey Mouse. In Ramadan, for instance, Saudis take a light meal, then pray their last prayer of the day, then take their dinner. In Egypt, it is different; Egyptians take their dinner soon after sunset. Then they take sweets later on. Children were asked to go home at nine. 
4. . Mutually Constructed: through the process of social interaction.
5. 5. Symbolic: it means something. A towel, for instance is symbolic for drying oneself. However, for a Korean or Chinese, it is used for scrubbing oneself. Some signs are symbolic of certain meanings. They are different from one culture to another. Some threatening signs in our culture will be offensive say in South America.
6. . Arbitrary: it does not have a necessary particular rational idea that has to be connected to it. The word ‘door’ for example does not have a certain association to the actual door. In Arab societies, for instance the word /door/ means ‘turn’.
7. 7. Internal:  their stands towards beauty and ugliness are different. People think that things are beautiful differently in different places, whether it is light skin or dark skin, long hair or short hair, skinny or overweight. 
 



