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e Sociolinguistics-Dr. M. Al-Hilal
e Lecture 11-Sociolinguistics

In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:

e Language and identity (chapter 9)
9.1 Introduction
9.2 What do we mean by linguistic identity?

9.3 Language and the construction of personal identities
Language and identity (chapter 9)

9.1 Introductionesial|

e This chapter deals with different issues:

P ELE WA Lladl) Juadl) 13 Jglity
a. How people use language to construct a social identity?
fiae Laia ) 4 sell oliad ARl alasind LWLl (Ko oS o
b. How social groups and communities use language as a means of
identifying their members.
Lgilime | ol Al o€ 22l alasiul Clasisdl s Lelaia¥) Cle gaadll (aS o
c. How language relates to national and political identities
gl 5 A sl il 5l Bl 3las oS o

9.2 What do we mean by linguistic identity?
Ay ll) Ay gy Aind 531 Le
e How you talk is an important way of displaying who you
are indicating your social identity
L Laia V) iy gl | pade il (a m yal Aala Ay sy G10aT5 (oS o
e |dentity is something which we are constantly building and
negotiating through our interaction with others.
o Ll bl DA e il 5 ) sy oalaicly o 683 0 5 8 4y sell @
(A

o
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e |dentity is multifaceted (having many aspects, abilities).
(<5380 5 il gal) (e damll 3 ga ol) 4a sY) aaeia Ay sell @
e People shift into different identities at different times in
different situations.
Adlide CiVla g dalise il L dalise il sl (Wbl Jsay @
e One of the ways we display this shift is through the
language we use.

Leeadtid Al ARl DA e sa J gl 1agn Lpia jas Al (9 )kl (g2a) @

How can language indicate identity?
ol ypds A2l s

e Where you grew up, where you went to school and how wealthy (or not) your family
were will to be displayed through the variety of the language that you speak.
0 e siie de gane A L je alaes Sllle (Y 5f) ol ) a0 dupaall L) Cuad Cum oGy Cun o
Leal< Gd\ 4zl
e The most obvious difference in the way people speak is in their
A e 3 2 o i L gy Y1 G o
v" Accent (pronunciation).. (k) 4l
v' Dialect (grammatical structure)s s>l JSsell- daglll
v' Social classtelaiay) adl|

v’ Education. sl=ill g 4 yill

The importance of Linguistic Identity4d: sl 4 s¢d) 4aal-

e Speakers tend to use their linguistic identity for the different reasons:
Al Ol 4 alll agih g aladinl ) GualSial Jiay o
1- To disguise their membership of a particular social or regional group.
Aalil ) e Fcliial de yana b pelisuiac Sli3Y @
2- To distance themselves from a particular social or regional group.
Laaalil 5l Ane Lelaial de gana (o aguadil AasY @
3- To move closer to another group they want to belong to.
Leal) L) (050 g2 s A Ao gane o ol B o
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9.3 Language and the construction of personal identities
duad Bl 4 gell el g dzll)

e |n this section we will discuss two main points:
Ol (pilads (LS (o gus andll 13g0 @
1- How personal identities are socially constructed through the use of
names?
Celan¥ aladind A (e Lelaial duadill 4y gl oLy 2% (o o
2- Systems of address, i.e how we refer to someone when you are talking to

them
agll Caaati i€ Ladie Lo adid ) juils (S - slic dalail o

9.3.1 Names and naming practices
doandll Gl laa g slauy)

e Using names is one of the most obvious linguistic ways of
establishing people’s identity.
il 48 aua sl Lsal s goim g SV 3ok e saal s o8 sland pladin) o
e Names distinguish us from other members of a group.
Ac gana 8 AV elae V) g L elawY) juai @
e Names can sometimes carry important meanings for individual
identity.
Ao il 4 sell Al laal) elaw¥) Jand (S Ula @
E.g. This is expressed in the writings of Simmonds, a Zambian writer,
1998:
11998 <Lixal ) S ¢ i gases LS B A jumy La 12 o
“My names locate me in time and space. It gives me a sense of my
own history that | not only share specifically with a generation of
people in Africa but also with all Africans”
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9.3.1 Names and naming practices

e E.g.in the Hindu religion, a child was given two names.
sl Jalal)  Jamy s gaigll ALl 8 Dia o
e The first name was believed to give the child strength.
ikl 568 elacy Jo¥) an) Siiny g o
e The second name which was used to address the child by was believed to protect

the child and give them as much good fortune as possible.
LOSY) 538 ) Baal) agaia y JulY) dlea dal e JUlaY) dadledd adiing IS A B 4wl o) Sy s @

00

TR AR, S @wl

Image source:http://www.findyburfate.com/babynames/rasi.asp

9.3.1 Names and naming practices

Names can indicate acceptance in a particular
culture.
A BE il elanV) J sl Say
The giving of a name can indicate the acceptance of
an individual into a particular culture or religion,
establishing individual identity.
(O sl Apre ABE 8 0 J58 ) jady sl gllac) (Say
ROA Ao (e (B3
E.g. bar/bat mitzvah (in the Jewish religion)
This means becoming a member of the Jewish
community with all the responsibilities that come
with it.
g oo 52 sel) pinall (8 ) el ) (i 10
Lexe (SU AN Sl g sl
2. The giving of a saint’s name at confirmation in the

Roman Catholic faith
Aila g, A SIS Baidal) ASH] a8 sl glac|

Image source :http://www.kesser.org/essays/rebuke.html
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9.3.1 Names and naming practices

e The way the names are used is very significant.

s dage slans¥) aladinl Lgy oy Al 43, k) @

The way names are used in interaction
is central to the process of constructing
individual identities within a group.
Jelall 8 clawl) alasiind Lgy oy 3 43, )Ll
Jala L 8l 4 sl el dulee (A (5 ) 9ma el (A
5 &M\
E.g. Introducing people to each other:
a. Sally, this is Fadi.
b. Sally, this is Dr. Fadi.
In (a) Sally and Fadi are of the same
status or belonging to the same group.
Osaiiy o Al s (e L M 5008 (1) 3
Ac sanall il
In (b) Sally and Ahmad are of a
different status of belonging to

different groups.
um;dmd\;wmuﬂ.um\( )@

Image source:
http://jeankelley.com/proper-introductions/

9.3.1 Names and naming practices

Names can cause problems. Jstéa s"l-w\l\ i u‘ us-u

Names can cause problems, particularly if they

don’t fit in with the conventions of a community.
T Y 1 IS 1Y) L Y geJSLER st elan) (S

E.g. Children’s playgrounds practice of ‘calling
someone names’ is a powerful resource for a

dominant group to enforce their dominance and

marginalize others.

L jaae 2" Jibd Cule G jlas slaud ey D
GoAY) Gty Leias (il aygall 4o sandl

~7

Calling names
Image source:
http://thecollegianur.com/2009/11/05/name-
calling/9802/
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9.3.2 Systems of addressx guiadl Aakii]

e How a name is used and its effect on identity.
Lsedl o o ,ili s anl aladinl S CaS o

e The way that people use your name in a certain context helps to establish
your identity within that context.
o oy Al Zy el a8 e 3l (e Bl (8 oy (il Lo ) 2311 o
sy 13a
e E.g. The way that other speakers refer to you can depend on
O AY) O salSiall 48yl Al judy o) (Say - Dlia @
A. the degree of formality.. 4l 4a Al
b. the degree of intimacy 4sasal) 4a !l

C. your relative status of all the participants involved in the interaction.
(S jldial) e Al dilla Je s

9.3.2 Systems of address

e Systems of address are culturally determined.

O sl Aalas 23 Ladles ayaasil NI

e |n Britain, If you are addressing a judge, you use one the following address:
f AUl Ol sindl (e 3aa) 5 aladil @liSay sliadll aaf dgal gy S 13) (Lillay 5o 3 @
your honour
m’lord
m’lady
e To disregard the rules can lead to some form of disapproval or can be interpreted
as an insult.

) gl e e o (S 5l i JISE e IS ) 58 ) 0 il Jla (S o

9.3.2 Systems of address

e Implications of address terms s skixll bs i e 4 yiall Y

e The way address terms are used can have important implications on the
participants.
GSobad) e dala T Led o stiall clalhas aladil g &3 i) 45,5kl (Sa o
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e Ervin-Tripp 1980 describes a famous insult based on the choice of address
terms by a white American policeman in addressing a black American
doctor:

e clallaias LA bl e 3 el LaY) 1980- wu 5 o)) Caas @
13 9] S paaY) el dadlae 8 (a1 (S 5eY) il
v ‘What’s your name, boy?’
v ‘Dr Poussaint. I’'m a physician.’
v ‘What’s your first name, boy?’
v ‘Alvin.” Ervin-Tripp (1980: 22)

e Using the address term ‘boy’ shows that the policeman is deliberately

insulting the doctor by not acknowledging his age, rank or status.
ade A (e canhall ) selul) daat o il o) Ao Ja "algll o) gie aladii) e
sl o 4 co ey il i)

e The white policeman’s use of an address term ‘boy’ that places him in a
socially inferior position.

Lo laia) Lia 45 e (8 4z O sic allaadS Al (e L il aladiu) e

e The policeman refuses to recognize the doctor’s adult status and
professional rank.

Agigall Al 5 LS eLdaY) auca g0 il i) o ylll (a5 @




