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e Modern Drama-Instructor : Dr. Ibrahim Elshinnawy
e 7th Lecture-Modern Drama

ACT THREE
e A Shocking Revelation for Nora
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e Helmer's reaction to Krogstad's letter comes to Nora as a shocking
revelation.
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e She had thought that Helmer, with all the moral principles which he had
always professed, would never yield to Krogstad's blackmail and would
defy Krogstad, refusing flatly to accept his demands.
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e She had also thought that, with all the love that he had been professing
for her and in the light of the sacrifice she had made for his sake, he
would take upon his own shoulders the entire responsibility for the
criminal deed which she had committed without having realized its
implications.
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e But Helmer has lost his temper and taken a drastic decision
against her even without giving her a chance to explain the
circumstances under which she had entered into that transaction

with Krogstad several years ago.
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e But there is yet another shock in store for her.
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Krogstad's Second Letter, and Helmer's Reaction to it just
at this time another letter from Krogstad comes through a
messenger.
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In this letter Krogstad has said that, on account of the good
luck that has befallen him in the shape of Mrs. Linde's offer
to marry him, he no longer bears any grudge against Nora
and her husband.
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In this letter he has offered an apology to Nora for having written
his previous letter and for having tried to blackmail her and her
husband.
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Ongoing through this letter, Helmer feels overjoyed.
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This letter has put an end to all the tormenting anxiety which he
had been experiencing only a few moments ago.
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This means that there will be no scandal and that he will be
secure in his position.
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At the same time his attitude towards Nora undergoes a

complete change.
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e He tells her that the crisis with which he was faced is over and
that they have now nothing to worry about.
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e He tells her that he forgives her for whatever she had done and
that he will again love her, protect her, and guide her through life
just as he had been doing before.

LS slall JOA Lendgau s lgmana s clgana (5 A1 8 e g 4tlad 13 (5 lendlissus @
Lalad Ji (e Jady OIS

e He says that now she is his property in a double sense because he
has given her a new life by having forgiven her.
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e He goes on to say that she has now become both his wife and his
child.
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e In other words, he will love her as his wife and he will protect her

as if she were his child.
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e Helmer's reaction to this second letter from Krogstad
shows that Helmer has relapsed into his former self-
complacency and has once again assumed the role of the
"possessor" of his wife.
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e Krogstad's second letter has made Helmer forget all those
offensive remarks which he had made to Nora only a little
while ago as a consequence of the first letter.
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Nora's Discovery of the True Character of Helmer
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Helmer's behavior after-going through Krogstad's first letter and then after
going through Krogstad's second letter has revealed to Nora the true
character of her husband.
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It has become clear to her that he is not the kind of self-sacrificing husband
that she had thought him to be.
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It has also become clear to her that the moral principles which he always used
to profess were not genuinely held by him.
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She has discovered the hollowness of his moral principles and the selfishness

of his love for her.
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She has also discovered his ego-centric nature and his unabashed self-
complacency.
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As a result of these discoveries, Nora now takes a crucial decision so far as her
relationship with Helmer is concerned.
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Nora's Decision to Leave Her Husband Altogether

kasyd s )8 e
Nora now tells Helmer that, having discovered what he really is, she has made
up her mind to leave him altogether.
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She says that he is not the man she had thought him to be.
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She says that he has always treated her as his doll-wife just as her father had

always treated her as his baby-doll.
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e She says that she has always been adopting his opinions and views
and conforming to his tastes just as she had, as a girl, been adopting

the views and opinions of her father.
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e But now she is no longer prepared to continue to live in a doll's
house.
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e She has discovered that she is an individual in her own right.
Lty pranaall (ad il Lol CdiiSig o
e She has discovered her own identity.
e ga Caai€i 5 o

e She can no longer continue to accept unquestioningly the ideas and
views of society.
aainall o) g IS8 J o 8 Ad8le s ) jaiu¥) axd &l Ll (Kay o
e She wants to discover for herself what is right and what is wrong.
Wl 58 Loy ol puall oo Lo CHLEISY Loy 3 55 @
e She is not prepared to accept even the teachings of religion blindly...
- nel 0 l pllas s 5 axis Sl Ll
e She would go out into the world to gain first-hand experience of life

and to find out whether she is right or society is right.
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e She must test the traditional ideas of society by her own experience.
Apad il gy ot DA (e painall (8 Lol HISEY) 5085 o) camy Ll 5
e She tells her husband that his treating to her as his property and as a
doll is a traditional way of treating a wife, but that she wants to find
out her own potentialities.
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e She would not mind even leaving her children in order to arrive at her
own conclusions about life from her first-hand experience of it.
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e Helmer tries to dissuade her from leaving him and her home, and he
repeatedly appeals to her not to leave.
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e But her mind is made up.
Jial Llie (Kly o
e She says that more sacred than her duty to her husband and to her
children is her duty to herself.
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e She takes back from Helmer the wedding-ring which she had given
him at the time of the marriage and she then makes her exit from the
house, slamming the door behind her.
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e The Significance of Nora's Decision
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e Nora leaves her home, her husband, and even her children in order to
establish her own identity and individuality in the world and in order
to form her own ideas and opinions.
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e Her action is a symbol of the liberation of the individual from
the traditional bonds and restraints under which the individual
suffers and which hinder his development.
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e But, more than that, the drastic step taken by Nora was at that
time a trumpet-call to the women of the time to assert their
rights and not to continue as the property of their husbands.
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e The Message of the Play
doa yuall Al @
e Itisin the final Act that the message of the play becomes clear
to us, Even though Ibsen himself denied it, the last discussion
between Nora and Helmer in this Act clearly shows that the
real theme of the play is the rights and duties of a woman.
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e Nora's decision at the end is intended to show that a man has
no business to treat his wife as an item of his property or as a
possession of his.
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e A woman has a mind of her own, and an individuality of her
own.
Laaly (pe 4o ,dll 5 gy (ald Jic apal 3l el i 5 @
e She needs a favorable environment in which she can think for
herself and can make her own wishes known to her husband.
Lalall Lgibe ) daad o)) (San s Ll S ) 5 Aaidle Ay ) zUiss Lgd) o
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e She should not be taken for granted by her husband.
leas)) i e Lebsa el sS85 Gl ons @

e Helmer has shown himself to be a complete egoist, a self- centered man, a
self-complacent husband who thinks that a wife is intended to be a source of
warmth and comfort in the household and that all that matters is the
husband's ideas, opinions, and tastes to which a wife must conform, Nora, by
her bold action at the end, shows that she is not the conformist type of wife,
or that she has been a conformist for too long a time and that she is not
prepared to continue in that role.
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e The play's advocacy of feminist independence becomes manifest in this Act.
Pl 13 8 sl g (g gual) JOELYL A pal) 3 ey muay @

A MODEL QUESTION

e At the end of A Doll’s House Nora has discovered
her.....ccceeerenn
................. Ll 1 ddng) dpadl) o 4lgS 2 o
A- own car
B- own house
C- own doll
D- Own identity.
The correct answeris (D)
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