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Communication:
We should first distinguish between communicative signals and informative
signals.
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If someone is listening to you, he /she may be informed about you through a
number of signals that you have not intentionally sent. For example, he /she may
note that you have a cold (you sneezed), that you are not at ease (you shifted
around in your seat), that your are disorganized (non-matching socks).
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Communicative Signals
When you use language to tell this person, I’'m one of the applicants for the vacant
position of senior brain surgeon at the hospital, you are normally considered to be
intentionally communicating something.
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Properties of human language:
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Displacement:
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It allows language users to talk about things and events not present in the
immediate environment. Displacement allows us to talk about things and places
(ogre, Superman) whose existence we cannot even be sure of.
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When your pet cat comes home and stands at your feet calling meow, you are
likely to understand this message as relating to that time and place. If you ask your
cat where it has been and what it was up to, you'll probably get the same meow
response. Animal communication seems to be designed exclusively for this
moment, here and now. It cannot be used to relate events that are far removed in
time and place.
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Humans can refer to past and future time. This property of human language is

called displacement.
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Arbitrariness:
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There is no natural connection between a linguistic form and its meaning. The
and, from wISconnection is quite arbitrary. We can’t just look at the Arabic word
its shape, for example, determine that it has a natural and obvious meaning any
more than we can with its English translation form dog. The linguistic form has no
natural or ‘iconic’ relationship with that hairy four-legged barking object out in the
world. This aspect of the relationship between linguistic signs and objects in the
world is described as arbitrariness.
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