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e Lecture 8

In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:
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Language and Ethnicity (Chapter 6).

6.4 Language use as a marker of ethnic identity

6.4.1 Language policy in the United States

Language and age (Chapter 7)

7.1 Introduction: what has age got to do with language?

7.2 How can a language reflect the status of children and older people?
7.2.1 Age as an important cultural category

7.2.2 Labeling age groups

7.2.3 Talking about age groups

6.4 Language use as a marker of ethnic identity
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1- Members of an ethnic minority have the desire to acculturate to what is
considered mainstream.
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e However, this desire will contradict their desire of the group’s individual
identity.
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2- Ethnic minority members continue to participate in cultural, religious and
linguistic practices which mark them as distinctive.
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e This can mean preserving or revitalizing a mother tongue.
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4-Members of the majority do not favorably perceive the members of the

ethnic minority choices.
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6.4. 1 Language Policy in the United States.

In 1990, the US government issued the Native American Languages Act.
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the Native American Languages Act provides (e (S ja¥) cilad ¢ 6ild Laly

Promotion protection preservation
Of the minority languages.
e Importance of the Native American Languages Act.
e |t was the first federal recognition of the rights of Americans to make use
of, and promote mother-tongue languages other than English
A sy cladll e AV AR 3 e 5aldiud (S ) (§s8ad galasil Cal jiel Jof K e
s AY)

6.4. 1 Language Policy in the United States.

Different languages thrived in various American countries as mother
tongues
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e German in Pennsylvania
Dutch in New York
French in Louisiana
Spanish in California

e By the mid to late of nineteen century, there was a promotion of
monolingualism.
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e E.g. The state of California stopped the Spanish-medium education.
California’s constitution declared that all legal proceedings and
documentation were to be conducted and published only by English.
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e 6.4.1 Language Policy in the United States.
English only Movement 4 jdady) 4< all Y|
e Promotes English as the language which unifies America.
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e Facilitates the social assimilation of ethnic minority groups into mainstream
norms.
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e This was supported by three groups: (1) English First and (2) US English and (3)
English plus.
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1- English First 2 s¥) 4 a3y
- argues against multilingualism
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- Views multilingualism as costly and ineffective
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e promotes English in Education
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e Assumes that English serves as a medium of integration among different minority
groups who have different mother tongues.
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e Promotes fluency in English as a tool for empowering ethnic minority groups.
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3- English Plus 4 laiy) Adla|
e Advocates proficiency in English but not at the expense of other languages and
cultures
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e How does promotion of English actually impact on speakers with different native
languages?
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e The association of English with the mainstream norms serves to make acquisition
of the language even more attractive.
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e Members of ethnic minority groups voluntarily become subscribers to the
ideology that adoption of mainstream norms is a positive social step
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Language and age (Chapter 7) ) g 4all)

7.1 introductions: what has age got to do with language?
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e Age-related differences in vocabulary are often easily noticed by people.
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e Ex. Labov (1972a) found that older New Yorkers were less likely to
pronounce the ‘r’ in words such as fourth and floor than were younger
speakers,

e Ex.Chambers and Trudgill (1980) found that in Norwich, England, the
pronunciation of the ‘e’ in words like bell and tell varied according to the
age of the speaker.

e Ex.Suzuki (2002) proposed that Japanese (as compared to older
Japanese) young people’s interest (as compared to older Japanese) in
European culture and has resulted in an increase of foreign loanwords
entering Japanese and in changes to the writing system.

7.2.1 Age as an important cultural category.
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e Age as a social category and as a means for determining duties, rights and privileges.
(Dl Y] 5 Sl sl 5 (858l paail Al g 5 dpeLain) A4S jaall @
-Your age can determine whether you can
-attend school

-marry
- vote, etc.




e Thereis a very strong tendency in English to place the adjective expressing the most
‘defining’ characteristic closest to the noun.
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e E.g.*The old intelligent woman
The intelligent old woman

7.2.2 Labeling age groups

e Age groups can be classified into three main groups.
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1- Under five
2- between twenty and sixty
3- over sixty-five

e The over-sixty-fives can have large number of specialized age group
labels.
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e E.g. aged, the elderly, senior citizen, retired person, pensioner, etc.

7.2.3 Talking about age groups: underlying evaluations of early childhood
and old age

e Some adjectives seem to ‘belong’ to a particular age group
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e E.g. For the elderly
wise, dignified, frail, etc
For the young children
bouncing, cute, bratty, misbehaved
e There seem to be several adjectives that are used very frequently to
describe both these groups.
le sanall s K Caua gl lan 5 jSia (S5 Lgwaladiind 25 cliiall (e a2l O 52 o
e E.g. Little, dear, sweet, fussy,
cranky, stubborn, foolish, etc.
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7.2.3 Talking about age groupsi: sl Cilidl) o Enaal)

Childhood! sk
1 — Problematic
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2-Vulnerable
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3- Have doctors of special terms. E.g. Pediatrician
4- They are likely to collect many donations.
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5- They have special legal institutions designed to protect them.
6- Very young children are financially dependent on their parents.
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7- Children are assumed to become ‘productive’” members of
society.
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8- There are several demeaning terms describing young children.
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Old agepivall
1-Problematic
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2- Vulnerable
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3- Old people have doctors of special terms. E.g. Geriatrician
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4- Old people are likely to collect many donations.
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5- They have special legal institutions designed to protect them.
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6- They are often seen (and see themselves) as no longer capable of
contributing to the general prosperity of their families or of the
wider society
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7- The fear of death
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8- There is vast insulting or demeaning terms. E.G. Wrinklies, fossil,
etc
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Twenty-to-sixty-year-oldscmied) Aa g (n pall (e

1 -No special term for doctors treating them
2-Unlikely to collect any donations
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3-Virtually no insulting or demeaning terms
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