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(4alll <l gal ) The sounds of language v

. (@i 48y k)Manner of articulation v

Liquids: e

The initial sounds in led and red are described as liquids. They
are both voiced. The [I] sound is called a lateral liquid and
formed by letting the air stream flow around the sides of the
tongue as the tip of the tongue makes contact with the middle
of the alveolar ridge. The [r] sound at the beginning of red is
formed with the tongue tip raised and curled back near the
alveolar ridge.
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Glides: e

The sounds [w] and [j] are described as glides. They are both
voiced and occur at the beginning of we, you and yes. These
sounds are typically produced with the tongue in motion (or
“gliding”) to or from the position of a vowel and are
sometimes called semi-vowels
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(ALiw¥) 4w 2 ) Study questions

1. Which of the following words neﬁnally end with voiceless (- V) sounds
and which end with voiced sounds (+ V) sounds?

a.bang +V d.fizz +V g.splat -V
b.crash -V e.rap -V h.thud +Vv
c.ding +V f.smack -v 1. wham +V

2. Try to pronounce the initial sounds of the following words and indentify the'
place of articulation of each one (e.g. bilabial, alveolar, etc.).

a.calf  wvelar e.hand  glottal i.shoulder  palatal
b.chin __ palatal f.knee  nasal j.stomach  alveolar
c. foot labiodental  g.mouth  nasal k. thigh  dental

d. groin _velar h. pelvis __ bilabial l. toe __ alveolar

1. Which of the following words noﬁnally end with voiceless (- V) sounds
and which end with veiced sounds (+ V) sounds?

a. bang +V d fizz +V g.splat -V
b.crash -V e.rap_ -V h.thud +Vv
c.ding +V f. smack -y i. wham +V

2. Try to pronounce the initial sounds of the following words and indentify the’
place of articulation of each one (e.g. bilabial, alveolar, etc.).

a.calf  wvelar e.hand  glottal 1. shoulder  palatal
b.chin __ palatal f. knee nasal j.stomach _ alveolar
c. foot labiodental g.mouth  nasal k.thigh  dental

d. groin _ velar h. pelvis bilabial l.toe  alveolar

1. Identify the manner of articulation of the initial sounds in the following
words (stop, fricative, etc.).

a.cheery affricate  d. funny fricative g. merry _nasal

b. crazy stop e.jolly affricate h. silly fricative

c.dizzy stop f. loony liquid i, wimpy glide
3
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Vowels: v

Vowel sounds are produced with a relatively free flow of air.
They are typically voiced. To describe vowel sounds, we
consider the way in which the tongue influences the shape
through which the air must pass. To talk about a place of
articulation, we think of the space inside the mouth as having
a front versus a back and a high versus a low area. Thus, in the
pronunciation of heat and hit, we talk about ‘high, front’
vowel sounds because the sound is made with the front part
of the mouth in a raised position.

In contrast, the vowel sound in hat is produced with the
tongue in a lower position and the sound in hot can be
described as a ‘low, back’ vowel.

neat, hit your mouth will stay fairly closed

hat, hot sound your tongue will move lower and cause your
mouth to open wider.
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Vowel sounds are produced with a relatively free flow of air.
They are having a
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Low = a a
Front vowels Central vowels Back vowels
[ 1]kev, me, beef, heat [ 2] above, oven, support [ 1] boo, move, two, vou
[ 1] bid, myth [+~] blood, tough [ ] ook, could, put
[£] bed, dead, =aid [2] born, caught, fall
[ee] bad .laugh, wrap [ @] boolk, could, put

(4l Gijal ) Vowels: v
( @l Y ) Diphthongs: e
The combination of two sounds is known as diphthongs.

(@l diphthongs. = das (s (i pandl

[ al] buy, eve, L pie, sigh [ oU] boat, home, throw, toe
[ au ] doubt, cow, bough [ o1] boy, noise
[ el | bait, eight, great, late, say
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(Al sl ) Homework

1. Using symbols introduced in this chapter, write a basic

phonetic transcription of the most common pronunciation of
the following words..
L) 45 gaal) fraadl) i€ (Juall) 130 B cuaa o Al el aladialy )
LAl clals) e e gud JASY) laill

a. catch e. noise 1. thought

b. doubt f. phone ]. tough

c. gem g. shy k. would

dmeasure === h.these L wring
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