e Sociolinguistics-Dr. M. Al-Hilal
e Lecture 4-Sociolinguistics

In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:
¢ Persuasive language.
g LBY) dal o
¢ The power of Rhetoric
230l 3 g8 o
A.Rhetorical Devices used by Politicians:
Crlud) J8 e deddial) e Sl &l a1 @
B. Metaphor
BJ\.&.'L;Y\ °
C.Simile
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D.Personification
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E. Euphemism
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F. The Rule of Three
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G.Parallelism
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H.Pronouns
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e Language and the media
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e Potential power of the media
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e Media Language and Power.
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A.Sources of news
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B.Commonsense Discourse
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C.The Power of Change
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Persuasive language- the power of rhetoric. 43l ¢@ 5 gLdY)

Rhetoric: is the art of using language so as to persuade or to
influence others” Oxford English
Dictionary.

AN Al s o U8 Aalll Aadind B jlee o8 1 A3 o
Rhetoric: is group of rules that speakers/writers adhere to so that
they express themselves with eloguence (using language to best
effect).

agiil (e 42y juaeill (iKY o) Caaaiall Lgaty ) () g8l (e de gana A @
Rhetorical Devices used by Politicians:
s O] J88 e deadiindl) e SU) <l i) @
Metaphor: is a way of comparing two different concepts:
UJSLMUM}@AAUMMJM@)L oj.a_u.u\ﬁ\ )
E.g. Sally is an angel.
Their house is a palace.
Simile: asserts that something is similar something else.
DA S Ak (0 o) e 2ST ;4 o
E.g. Sally is like an angel.
Their house is similar to a palace.
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Simile and Metaphors jlaiai) g Asudil)

e While a metaphor asserts that something is something else, a simile
asserts that something is similar to something else.

AT Ll 4y i) o XS 4l Al e e 81 2S5 55t cpa 3 e

Simile Metaphor
The room was like an oven This room is an Oven
Her hair is golden silk. Her hair was golden silk
The sun was like a diamond in the sky The sun was a diamond in the sky
He was like a lion in the battle He was a lion in battle
Her smile was as bright as the sun.
The night was as black as tar

Examples showing the use of metaphor/simile in politics
dlpd) (A Andidll/p jaia) alddin) puda g Adia]

e That vast wealth producing engine of the West began to splutter
Margaret Thatcher. 1983
e Thatcher talks about the Western economy which she says are an engine.

e The airport is already acknowledged as the economic motor of the region’
Graham Stringer, 1997

Personification is a rhetoric device that entails giving human characteristics to
Inanimate objects or abstract ideas
5, adlial g) jda 1 98 (e () s paibad sl g2 1 Al

Eg.

a. Once again the heart of America is heavy. (Us President Lyndon Johnson).

e The use of personification in (a) can give the speech a poetic effect.

il el SN dary () (S (1) (o8 dpenil) aladi) e

b. Germany is the bully in the playground. (British TV news 1990s)

e The use of personification in (b) has an ideological effect: indicating Germany’s
strong and influential position in the European Union or its dominance in Europe
25059 ANIY) 5 e s Ay 68 Lilall Caga ) e s ol eS8l 4l (@) B dend aladin) e

Lisosl 4 Leiiasn

Further examples:

c. Germany is the conductor of the orchestra.

d. Germany is the captain of the ship.
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Euphemism is a rhetorical device which uses mild or inoffensive language to

make something seem more positive than it actually appears
&5l B Asle Laa dlag) ) ga (ol Jaad Apdga € g Allal dad aladia (ALY

E.g. Sex or Death Make love  sexual intercourse

Die pass away

E.g. Military matters

Clean strikes  deadly strikes

o Positive effect through the connotation of clean which means healthy

Dl i lee (33 sadl (e JA laY) 30 @

Decommissioning disarming
Put weapons beyond use surrender
Ethnic cleansing forcible removal of civilians

e The term is used to hide the fact of forcing civilians to move out of their homes
because they belong to specific ethnic group.
) de gana I (i L3Y aed e e oAl e Cpiaad) e dal) cliaY allaadll ardi o
E.g. diplomatic meetings
Free and frank exchange of views  flaming row

The rule of Three: a rhetorical device where a statement is divided into three

parts or points.
U i o)l A L) andly ¢l dua L2305 3100 s DAY alsal)

E.g.That government of the people, by the people and for the people shall not perish
from this earth . (Abraham Lincoln)

The cry of the French Revolution (liberty, equality, brotherhood).

Tony Blair claimed that three main commitments of the labour party were
education, education, education.

Parallelism.

e Parallelism: A rhetorical device which expresses several ideas in a
series of similar structures.
Jilate a5 L Al 8 S8l 3o e puill Apllad 3] 15 5 5 o
e Politicians use parallel structures when they want to draw attention to a
particular part of their message:
Al e Gz ¢ ad oW1 Gl (50 0 Lais (5515 O saaland) 203 @
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E.g.“We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds,
we shall fight in the fields and in the streets.  Winston Churchill1940
g ol (5 Jiall o jlain da el ) e o jlain ol sl el s Jha
e This can serve to emphasize that A 4siill (2 & a1
A.the ideas are equal in importance 4saaY) 2 43 gludia Jl8Y) eli pian
B.and add a sense of symmetry and rhythm, g g Jilailly Gus 48U
C.Make the speech more memorable.) Sy 1asli jis) cbdl) Jaa

e Pronouns are a device which can be used by either to emphasize or to
obscure responsibility and agency.
L gpa g ANS g aaald o) aslall Lal addiy: ylaall o

e E.g. “We have no choice but to consider retreating combat units as a threat [. . .]
Nearly six weeks ago, I said that our efforts are on course’
US President George Bush
Gl s Coall 0l 8 J8 (1 )anagd el AUl Cilaa ll aad 5 e ) (5 g Jlaa Lnal Gl + Jle
et yha 3 oa L gea ) lE S
e Why do you think George Bush change from we to 1?
€28l ) aeadl jea ey 13
e Answer:
e He uses we when the focus of his speech is relatively controversial, as it is
unclear whom we refers to.
O ) g el pana sl g Gl 5 (A3A e (S I Hhill paadl sl s
e He uses | when he is on safer ground and where he claims responsibility for
positive achievements.

) cLEY) (e 4 g ae Ol s Aidl A ) e IS Laiis 3 jaal) e adiial o

Language and the media ads%) g 4all)

7\

the press  radio television broadcasting world wide web
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e Importance:
e We get our knowledge of the world through media
AV A e alladl e Ll glae 2215 g

Potential power of the media

e Media can represent a powerful source in society:
: peaianall 5 g8 | juaa Jiad o)) Y] il gl ¢Say
A. The media can select what counts as news.

e ien e dasy ) 2Dl DU oSy
B. The media can who gets on the television, radio or newspaper.
Canaall - s ) - g8kl e 2N Y e Jsanl) (Ka
C. Media plays important role in the ways through which information is told or
presented
a5 o slall (50 48yl 315 |50 caly
D. The media has become an integral part of most people's lives
ol alaza 3ha e 132 Y 6 a ol

Media, Language and Power.

e Linguistic representation is a level of language use which is concerned with the relation
between how a story is told and how this can lead to different view or versions of the same
story or event.

4alisa B)E_'\L;\ RPLTRATY Q\quw\é;wwﬁwheiﬁgﬂ\w\e\&u\ 6 siua oA ng:.ﬂ\ Jaal)
aaall o) dadll i

Journalist (1) Journalist (2)

e narrates the event as they appeared e Openly refers to the ethnic community
Iy LS aall S AV e the involved individuals belong to.

e gives informative facts, ik A A jall adiaall M As) pas ) g
Ligall e glaall axi @ al Al 8yl

e States official sources from police and | ¢ Gives expected incidents.
hospitals, etc. Aa8 giall Cilaslaall and

doaw yibas (e o | @ Uses unofficial sources. E.qg.
e Reports facts objectively dan) e ylias
dec ange @lia L5 o [ @ Friends and personal experience

e Reports facts subjectively

Ae paga b Blas
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Sources of newsad) jilaa

e The factuality level of a source is very important.
Bsige saadl gsSa )y o
e Examples of unreliable sources:
P B5ise e Hlas e JUs e
- A friend of Mr. Carling is reported as saying ....
-He told me later that ......
e These are examples of third- or fourth-hand source of
Information because the reported information is difficult to
retrieve or verify

Commonsense Discourse

e Discourse is used in linguistics with a range of meanings.
e It can refertod &= 5 4
a. Any piece of connected language which contains more than one
sentence.
dlaa (0 S (5 a8 Al lial il A2l (e dadad o) @
b. It refers to conversations.
clalaall i ail @
e Commonsense Discourse giiall clail)
e The prevailing way that a culture talks about or represents something
Is called the dominant discourse
Oasgall el e e i je o) ainal) A8lE Cas 8 3ailud) 45,010 o
Ex. I want to go to the forest and try to understand what the plants are
saying
) 4l g8 La agd Jslal s 4 I caad) o) 2yl i e @
a. | want to go to the forest to be inspired by nature.
Axphall e o gl LGN I adl gl )l e
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The Power of Change =3l 8 8

e Media can lead to different changes in the society:
painall (&l ) g3 28 3le ) o
1- The use of non-sexist language
Ciad) n Y 4al plaiul e
Eg. The use of grammatical forms which are neutral such as the
third person pronoun being a non-specific-gender pronoun
Eg: Gender-specific nouns: fireman, chairman
Gender-neutral nouns: firefighter, chairperson
o Example of sexist language
e The athlete should get the appropriate amount of rest before his
match.
Correction: gmawaill
e The athlete should get the appropriate amount of rest before
his/her match.

Most job titles that were gender-specific in the past have an
equivalent gender-neutral synonym today
Al il all e Lgdalay La Lgd udalall (8 el asaial) Ciillh ol oy glis i)
N 9 S G (s gt

Examples: mail carrier, postal worker
mailman server

waitress/waiter Sales representative, sales clerk
saleswoman/salesman police officer
policewoman/policeman congressional representative
congressman chair, chairperson,

chairman
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